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EDITOR'S WELCOME 


Time 


OWNING A PORSCHE is almost an 
alternative lifestyle choice. Its engineering 
philosophy is so unlike its rivals’, and such a 
determined buying decision says much about 
the owner. Not everyone gets it. And, truth 
be told, I didn’t get it myself until the most 
enormous epiphany a few years back. 

There are times in this job when we simply 
don’t spend long enough with cars to truly 
understand what other people see in them. 
Mostly it’s instant and obvious, like a 
sidescreen TR, which takes no acclimatisation 
to enjoy its Labrador-like eagerness to please. 
Others take a bit longer, and such was the 
case with the Porsche 911 and me. After 
experiencing a few examples for what can’t be 
described as more than a brief encounter, 
I liked them well enough, but couldn’t quite 
work out what all the fuss was about. 

Then Mick Pacey of Export 56 - who 
coincidentally supplied the lovely 356 four- 
cam in our lead feature - loaned me a 9115S 
for a couple of days. Everything changed. 
With a return run from Luton to the Peak 
District and a full day of driving on some of 
the country’s finest roads, I had time not only 
to see properly what the 911 could do, but 
also to master the heating and seating and all 
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and 2+2 seats 


those other little things that we give so 
little consideration to, yet that make so 
much difference to our enjoyment of a 
car. If I'd had the at-the-time top-end 
£40,000 Mick was asking for the car, I 
would have snapped it up on the spot. 

The experience wrapped me up in that 
Porsche magic that never quite goes 
away. Since then I have fantasised mostly 
about 944 S2s and 996s, Cayman Ss and 
especially 928s (what more fitting 
companion - or replacement - for an 
Interceptor), but inexplicably am still 
to take the plunge. 

If you have a similar dilemma, turn 
immediately to page 110 where Glen 
Waddington has some (occasionally 
surprising) suggestions for you. 


James Elliott 
editor in chief 


FEATURING 


GREG MOSS 
‘Photographing off-road racers in the 
California desert is hot, exhausting and 
intimidating, especially for a pasty 
Englishman. For the locals it’s a giant 
playground. Jumping in your V8-powered 
buggy and heading out to the dunes is a 
way of life on the West Coast: Read all 
about Greg’s adventure on pages 158-164. 


PAUL HARDIMAN 
‘I’ve always liked nuts and bolts and physics, 
and the more intricate the engineering the 
more fascinating It is to investigate. Rick Hall 
told me all about the BRM V16 and its 
foibles for another story nine years ago — but 
this time | was actually able to handle one of 
the tiny pistons and rods that came out of it’ 
Turn to pages 132-142. 


DELWYN MALLETT 
‘The Shell History of Motor Racing 
documentaries fired my passion for Porsche 
in the 1950s and '60s. | bought my first in 
1968: a ten-year old 356A coupé, traded 
a year later for a right-hand-drive 1957 

Speedster. Which | still have? All of which 
qualified Delwyn to write about Porsche's 

expansion in the US: pages 76-80. 
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Silverstone Classic 
20-22 July 


Reputed tombe the biggestrace meet in the world, 

the spirit of the Silverstone Classics epitomised by 

the Lola T212 of Gonealo Gomes andJames:Claridge 
in the FIA Masters Historic Sports'Gars. The weather 
was a mix’of the recent British, heatwave's Uinrelenting 
sunshine interspersed with the odd thundery downpour, 
which only added to the drama on track — where there 
were more than 1000 entrants. Recognise the Rover? 
You might well have seen it in Octane 182... 
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GOOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED, 12-15 JUN 


Many rated this as the busiest Festival ever, with 

a mammoth Porsche celebration, supercar shoot-out 
and loads of unveilings and first drives that included the 
McLaren 600LT and the rapid electric NextEV Nio EP9. 


mean SANTA POD = 


DRAGSTALGIA, 13 MAY-15 JULY 

There was non-stop action when Santa Pod hosted 
its annual weekend celebrating the past. That’s Bob 
Hawkins’ Time Traveller 2 slingshot engulfed in flames. 
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BASTILLE DAY RENDEZVOUS, 15 JULY 
Citroén never really conquered the US as 
a brand, but every year the intrepid 
members of the Greater New York Citroén 
and Velosolex Club invade and take over 
the Big Apple for Bastille Day — though a 
day late, as it turns out... Vive la difference! 
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FORMULA VINTAGE ROUND 3, 22 JULY : AN EVENING WITH ASTON 

The-action at Cadwell Park is-always:tight; —_ = ———? MARTIN, 17 JULY 

especially when the VSCG.is in town — as this : — —~ Steve Rider interviews Martin 

Lagonda,and Aston Martin altercation shows. : < ats me é = Brundle, Darren Turner and David 
‘ King at Octane’s»spécial event. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: GREATER NY CITROEN 


1935 DUESENBERG SSJ | Pebble Beach Auctions 2018 
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AUCTIONS & PRIVATE BROKERAGE 


NOW INVITING CONSIGNMENTS 
Scottsdale Auctions through November 1 
Amelia Island Auction — through January 2 
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STELLA ALPINA, 6-8 JULY 

The Swiss Triumph TR3B crew of Stefano Ginesi and 
Susanna Rohr enjoying the 33rd running of the event, 
which featured 99 timed trials in three days. It was won 
by Guido Barcella and Ombretta Ghidotti in a Fiat 508C. 
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MOTOR CARS IN THE WORLD 


Illustrated 1962 BENTLEY S3 CONTINENTAL HJM FLYING SPUR (original left-hand drive) 


CLIENT PORTFOLIO 
1955 Porsche 356 Speedster 1961 Lancia Flaminia Sport Zagato 
1963 Aston Martin DB4 Series 5 Vantage (original left-hand drive) 1969 Ferrari 365 GTC (Ferrari Classiche restoration) 
1970 Lamborghini Miura P400S 1971 Lamborghini Miura P400 SV (European specification) 
1975 Ferrari 365 GT4/BB (Ferrari Classiche certified) 1976 Lamborghini Countach LP400 
2016 Alfa Romeo 8C Disco Volante Spider by Touring 
Please note that to respect client confidentiality not all motor cars available may be shown 
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CROFT NOSTALGIA FESTIVAL, 4-5 AUGUST 

The Historic Sports Car Club provided the thrills at a family- 
friendly weekend that boasted everything from tanks to aircraft 
and a vast turn-out of classic carélibs.parked on the outfield. 
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LUFTGEKUHLT GB, 29 JULY 

This was the first running of the popular Californian 
air-cooled event in the UK, and fans turned up to Bicester 
Heritage in their droves despite inclement weather. 


PITTSBURGH VINTAGE 

GRAND PRIX, 13-15 JULY 

This incredible mid-city event takes 
place on a 2.33-mile track in the 
usually tranquil oasis of Schenley Park. 


MINI MOKE NATIONALS, 
NORFOLK, 

29 JUNE - 1 JULY 

More than 30 of the baby 
off-roaders came together for 
the model's annual national 
meet at Cromer. 
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“CLASSIC NOSTALGIA, 28-29 JULY 
The endless summer of 2018 took a significant pause for 
this rt annual festival at Shelsley Walsh, but the rain 
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1973 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 
2.7 RS LIGHTWEIGHT 

Delivered new to German racing driver 
Fritz Muller, chassis 0898 was finished in 
light ivory with black script ll Specified 
with desirable factory options; Limited-slip 
differential (220), heated rear window 
(102) & front fog lights (433) Hl Muller 
campaigned ‘0898’ from new in the 
European GT Championship & German 
National Championship ™@ Previously 

sold by Fiskens & campaigned on events 
such as the Tour Auto li Recent ground up 
restoration by Porsche specialists 
Maxted-Page & Prill Porsche Classics 


1974 PORSCHE 

CARRERA 3.0 RS 

Purchased new by German Claus Utz, 
chassis 9018 is the first of only 52 cars 
built to Group 3 Specification by Porsche 
@ Run by Sixtant Racing Team in the 
German DRM & DARM Championships 
@ Prepared by Max Moritz, ‘9018’ 
amassed 29 outright wins over 6 years 
@ Campaigned in the 1975 Le Mans 24 
Hours & 4 times in the Nurburgring 

1000 Kms MA prolific ownership history, 
‘9018’ has recently been the subject of 
an exacting restoration by Swiss Porsche 
expert, Marc de Siebenthal 
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Bluebird back on the water 


Legendary record-breaker Donald Campbell’s hydroplane in first test run on Loch Fad 


Words John Simister Photography Alamy and Getty Images 


SEVENTEEN YEARS after it was 
recovered, badly broken, from the bottom 
of Coniston Water, Donald Campbell's 
Bluebird K7 has run under its own power on 
the water again. It happened on Loch Fad 
in the Isle of Bute on 5 August, witnessed 
by Campbell’s daughter Gina and an 
appreciative crowd. 

The test run is the culmination ofa 15-year 
restoration masterminded by ‘Tyneside- 
based Bill Smith, on behalf of the Ruskin 
Museum at Coniston to which Gina 
Campbell donated K7 in 2006. Smith is the 
engineer and amateur diver who discovered 
the wreckage in 2001. The test followed 
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a trial run in 2016 of the replacement Bristol 
Siddeley Orpheus jet engine, donated by 
De Havilland Aviation in 2007 and required 
because the original was beyond repair. 

The return to the water was briefly delayed 
when the newly painted hull snagged on the 
loch’s shore, but test driver/pilot/skipper 
Ted Walsh was soon afloat in K7. He carried 
out a few runs at up to 100mph -— a third of 
the speed it was travelling at when it flipped 
and crashed on 4 January 1967, killing 
Campbell — to check the craft was watertight 
and that it responded correctly to the 
controls. He also performed a successful stop 
and restart of the engine. 


Drama unfolded when the canopy blew 
off as Walsh decelerated from his last run, 
breaking and landing in the lake. The 
Bluebird Project team tweeted: “The vents 
we routed to prevent the intakes from 
imploding as per 1966 worked against us by 
pressurising the cockpit when Ted came off 
the throttle and the canopy blew to pieces. 
Oops! Building a new one as we speak. 

Walsh said: ‘I try not to think of the 
history too much. I have to focus on the 
technical side. Of course I respect and 
honour the memory of Donald Campbell, 
but the best way I can do that is to help make 
sure Bluebird performs as she should. After 


the first test, he described the feeling as 
‘absolutely amazing’ 

Bill Smith agreed. “That worked!’ he said. 
‘It was like a bullet from a gun. He had earlier 
told how he and his team spent five years 
cataloguing all the parts they had salvaged, 
and another ten restoring them and putting 
them back together. ‘Now we'll be training 
ourselves on Loch Fad because no-one really 
knows how she'll handle. Once this is done 
there has always been the hope that she will 
be displayed at speed back in Cumbria’ 

There has been controversy around The 
Bluebird Project, with some opponents of 
the scheme thinking that K7 should have 


been displayed in its wrecked state or even 
left on the lake bed, and there are parallels 
with the exhumation and restoration of 
JG Parry Thomas’s Babs recordbreaker. Gina 
Campbell keenly supports the project, but 
she insists there are no plans to take K7 to the 
sort of speeds her father achieved and she 
doesn’t want anyone else to lose their life 
in the pursuit of speed. 

‘Nothing would be worse than something 
going wrong again and somebody being 
hurt, she said. “Things happen when young 
men get hold of something that can go very, 
very fast, but I hope good sense prevails. It’s 
just not worth the risk to machine or man. 


Clockwise from top left 

The original version of Bluebird K7, 
seen here in 1958, before Donald 
Campbell’s untimely death in it on 
Coniston Water in 1967; now 
restored, Bluebird K7 was tested 


again on Loch Fad, 5 August 2018. 
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NEWS FEED 


Bicester’s big plans, rival’s ERA takeover, South Africa calling, 
celebrating the mundane, Cobain exhibition opens, and more... 


Bicester expansion 
Bicester Heritage has revealed 
plans for a new 344-room hotel, 
and also declared its intention 
to build motor lodges. The 
Dexter Moren-designed hotel, 
shown in an artist’s impression 
above, has been inspired by 
surrounding buildings and will 
house motoring exhibitions 

in a huge atrium. 

The announcement says the 
hotel plan is the next step in 
Bicester’s drive to ‘create the 
world’s leading automotive 
resort’, which seems a change 
in focus for the former RAF site. 


Holding out for HERO 

The Historic Endurance Rally 
Organisation (HERO) and the 
Endurance Rally Association 
(ERA) have struck a deal for the 
former to take over the latter’s 
events. HERO pledges that the 
ERA events will remain in the 
spirit created by founder Philip 
Young. HERO will run around 
25 events, with the parent 
company focusing on short- and 
medium-distance rallies, and 
ERA offering longer challenges. 


South African adventure 
Entries are open for the GT 
Classic in South Africa. Taking 
place in November 2019, the 
eight-day luxury event for 40 
cars built between 1950 and 
1975 will cover 3000km and 
take in five racetracks and some 
spectacular driving roads. 

See thegtclassic.com. 
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Convoi exceptionnel 

A freshly restored 1977 
Chrysler Alpine took top 
honours at the fifth Hagerty 
Festival of the Unexceptional on 
14 July. Other prizewinners at 
the tongue-in-cheek yet highly 
competitive concours, which 
took place at Stowe House, 
included a 1981 Datsun 
Bluebird, a 1982 Fiat Strada 
and a 1979 Vauxhall Cavalier. 


Rocket man 


The 10,000sq ft Rocket Centre 
in Whitebirk, Lancashire, is the 
new HQ of the Lister Motor 
Company and Warrantywise 
after a £10m expansion and 
relocation plan. Lawrence 
Whittaker, managing director 
of Lister Motor Company and 
CEO of Warrantywise, said: 

‘A lot has changed since we 
purchased Lister Motor 
Company; we have great 
momentum. Our manufacturing 
will still be in Oxford, but our 
HQ will be in Lancashire’ 


Come as you are 

The mother, sister and daughter 
of the late Kurt Cobain were at 
the opening of an exhibition in 
Ireland celebrating the grunge 


guru's early life. Among the star 
exhibits at the Museum of Style 
Icons in Newbridge is the 
Nirvana frontman’s 1965 Dodge 
Dart. Daughter Frances Bean 
Cobain said: ‘I am so thrilled to 


participate and support my 
family as they honour their 
brother and son. The exhibition 
runs until the end of September. 


Museum sell-off 

A Dutch Saab museum that 
contains everything from a 1954 
Saab 92 to pedals cars, mopeds 
and ephemera is closing its 
doors. Other cars for sale 
include Sonetts, a 900 Turbo, a 
65 Monte Carlo and a 1972 99. 
See saabmuseumkempink.nl. 


Namesakes reunited 

Elisa Artioli was reunited with 
the first ever production-line- 
built Lotus Elise, 22 years since 
she was first photographed with 
the same car. The granddaughter 
of then-chairman of Lotus, 
Romano Artioli, her name was 
the inspiration for the car’s, and 
she was photographed with 
Nonno and the same car back 


in 1996. While at Hethel, she 
drove the Elise on the fabled 
test-track — her first time there, 
and also her first time driving 
an Elise on a track. 


Octane presents. . . 


All the latest on 
events organised or 
supported by Octane 


Goodwood Track Day 

As Octane went to press, 
there were still a few spots 
left on the Octane Track Day, 
but you'll have to be quick if 
you want to join members of 
the editorial team and readers 
on the event. It takes place at 
Goodwood Motor Circuit on 
31 August and is a great day 
out, whether you want to 
exercise your car or get some 
last-minute laps in prior to the 
Revival Meeting, which takes 
place the next weekend. It 
costs £299 per car and driver 
(additional drivers are £150 
apiece) and includes 
breakfast, lunch and tea. 

See octanetrackdays.co.uk. 


Octane on tour... 

Readers still have the chance 
(just) to join Octane on its 
annual tour to the magnificent 
Concours of Elegance, which 
this year is being held once 
more at Hampton Court 
Palace. The tour is on 2 
September, when cars will 
gather at Cliveden House for 
breakfast and enjoy a 90-mile 
tour via Berkshire and Surrey 
to the royal palace in time for 
lunch. Exclusively, participants 
will drive up through the gates 
into the palace gardens to 
park in a special display 
alongside the concours. 

Guests will then head for 
the exclusive Concours of 
Elegance hospitality enclosure 
for a three-course lunch, 
followed by a walk around the 
concours before returning for 
an afternoon cream tea. 

The price per head is £185 
including tour and meals, 
concours admission, window 
sticker, guest badge and 
souvenir programme. Contact 
ian@thoroughevents.co.uk 
to book your place. 
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CLASSIC MOTOR CARS 


Itinerary subject to change. Photo by Christopher Scholey at christopherscholey.com 
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THE GREATEST CHARITY TRACKDAY ON EARTH 
GOODWOOD 26'™ SEPTEMBER 2018 


Join Gerhard Berger, Andy Wallace, Darren Turner, Marino Franchitti and other great drivers for a once ina 
lifetime experience, being driven around Goodwood in some of the finest road and race cars ever built, including 
a Jaguar C-Type, D-Type, Low-Drag E-Type, 1930 Bentley Speed Six, 1934 Alfa 8C Monza, 1966 Ford GT40, 
no fewer than three Ferrari 250 SWBs and many more. 


And drive the latest Ferraris, Lamborghinis and Aston Martins, courtesy of H.R. Owen. 
To join this exclusive charity day call Lisa now on 01635 867705 or email her lisa@v-management.com 
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IGNITION / News 


Vote now to decide the Car of the Year 


The Octane readers’ choice will be crowned at the Historic Motoring Awards 


THE SIX-STRONG shortlist for the 
Historic Motoring Awards Car of the Year 
has been announced — and the winner will 
be decided by your votes. 

The cars on the shortlist are the most 
important to have emerged, re-emerged, 
come to prominence, or had the biggest 
impact on historic motoring in the past year. 


LAMBORGHINI MARZAL 


One of the greatest-ever show cars, the 
Gandini-designed Marzal was shown at Geneva 
in 1967 but has been little-seen since. Until now. 


THE ‘LOST’ LAND ROVER 


The rediscovery of one of the earliest Land Rover 
prototypes in a Midlands garden offered a 
fairytale start to the model’s 70th anniversary. 
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The candidates were arrived at after 
protracted and heated discussions between 
the Octane team and a panel of trusted 
experts. Voting is open now at 
historicmotoringawards.co.uk and will close 
on 25 September. 

The winner will be revealed at a glittering 
evening ceremony in London on 25 October, 


BULLITT FORD MUSTANG 


Having disappeared for 50 years, the original 
star of the McQueen movie burst onto the scene 
again this year with a wonderful back story. 


PORSCHE 911 RSR TURBO 


The first turbocharged Porsche ever to run at 
Le Mans was a true pioneer and a total monster, 
setting the template for Porsche domination. 


WHY WE LOVE... 


The Rostyle wheel 


It's the 1960s. Wire wheels are out: too fiddly, 
too expensive, not strong enough. Fast cars have 
moved to alloys, and makers of mainstream 
motors want a piece of the sporty-looking action. 
Enter an idea licensed from the US's Motor 
Wheel Corporation by Rubery Owen, maker of 
wheels, petrol tanks and all kinds of automotive 
pressings. Its initials plus ‘style’ named a wheel 
pressed like any mundane hubcap-wearer but 


taking place in the ballroom of the Art Deco 
Sheraton Grand London Park Lane Hotel. 

Now in their eighth year, the Historic 
Motoring Awards are presented by Octane, 
held in association with EFG Private Bank, 
and honour the elite of the historic motoring 
world, from the finest restorations to the 
most outstanding clubs. 


DB4 GT WORKS CONTINUATION 


Only 25 of these meticulous recreations of the 
iconic DB4 GT will be built by Aston Martin 
on the Newport Pagnell production line. 


THE “JABBEKE’ TR2 


Over 60 years ago, this TR2 set a speed record 
of 125mph in Belgium. Originally built-up from 
a TR2 prototype, it is now fully restored. 


oozing spoked, sculpted sophistication. Those 
spokes — four for a four-stud wheel (plus 
mini-spokes in between), five for a five-stud — 
were picked out in silver on, usually, a black 
background, with silver rims. For grander 
applications, chrome ousted the silver. 

Rostyles were an instant hit, lending racy cool 
to MGBs, Cortina 1600Es, Rover P5Bs and 
many more, including a tiny 10in version for the 
Mini 1275GT. So strong was the Rostyle’s lure 
that some Triumphs even had imitation Rostyles 
formed in stainless-steel hubcaps. An imitation of 
an imitation. We love the Rostyle for generating 
envy like that. John Simister 
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Concours shines in 
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New Octane contest alongside fabled Shelsley hillclimb 


THERE WAS A festival atmosphere despite 
the rain during Shelsley Walsh’s Classic 
Nostalgia event on the last weekend in July. 
Away from the action on the hillclimb, 
Octane hosted its inaugural Shelsley Walsh 
concours, for which the first 100 pre-1985 
cars through the gate were eligible. 

Octane’s Glen Waddington took part in 
the judging alongside venerable Midland 
Automobile Club regulars and BBC TV's 
Bargain Hunt presenter and local enthusiast 
Philip Serrell. Class winners included the 
uniquely bodied 1933 Talbot 105 of Jim 
Parker, Christopher Muckian’s TR-engined 
1957 Standard 8, the 1966 Scimitar SE4 of 
Roy Dowding, and Neil Bottrill’s 1967 
Triumph TR4A. The ‘spirit of the day’ award 


went to Bill Piggott’s 1959 Bristol, for the 
fabulous period-themed clothing and picnic 
of his entourage. Best in Show went to Max 
Hunt’s fabulously patinated straight-eight- 
powered 1935 Railton Berkeley Saloon - 
which then took to the hill for a parade run 
ahead of the other shortlisted entries. 

Also part of the festival atmosphere was a 
special display of F1 cars, including the ’92 
championship-winning ex-Mansell Williams 
FW14B. As for the action on the hill, Keith 
Harris in his 1971 Chevron B19 sped to a 
closely fought win, threading his way up the 
1000-yard hill in 31.62 seconds. Harris has 
been a spectator at Shelsley since he was a 
young lad in the late 1950s, and remains 
unbeaten at this meeting for four years. 


Morris ‘Mo’ Nunn 
1938-2018 


Mo Nunn will be remembered for pluckily 
running the Ensign F1 team in the 1970s. 
Born in Walsall, he became a constructor 
after accepting that he wasn’t going to make 
it as a driver despite works outings for both 
Lola and Lotus. With Teddy Yip’s support, 
Ensign ran drivers including Schuppan, 
Amon, Ickx and Tambay in F1, but success 
was elusive. In 1982, he sold out to Yip and 
headed Stateside where he made his name 
as an engineer with Newman-Hass, Chip 
Ganassi and Patrick Racing. 


Sergio Marchionne 
1952-2018 


The motoring world was shocked by the 
sudden death of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
CEO Sergio Marchionne. The former banker 
joined the Fiat group from UBS in 2009 and 
brought a breath of fresh air in his candid 
approach, overseeing marques including 
Ferrari and Maserati. He was credited with 
taking the industrial giant from perilous debt 
to being the world’s seventh largest motor 
manufacturer. Born in Italy, Marchionne was 
brought up in Canada and died following 
complications from shoulder surgery. 


HOW TO... 


Choose the correct 
numberplates 


A registration number is a car’s unique 
name. Displaying it in the right style is 
vital to the car’s visual integrity, but 
classic-car owners often get it wrong. 

British numberplates had digits 3/2in 
high when the numbering system had 
no more than six digits, as on the 1955 
Land Rover of Octane’s Mark Dixon, 
above. In 1963 the seven-digit system 
arrived, which required the digits to 
shrink to 3'/sin tall. From 1965 all local 
authorities were on seven digits, but any 
car could use the new digits from 1963. 

Reflective numberplates arrived in 
1968 and became compulsory for new 
cars from 1973, although that date is 
now moving forwards to coincide with 
the rolling 40-year tax-free status. 

There is nothing illegal about using 
3'/sin digits on a pre-1963 car, but it 
looks wrong. Also visually jarring is the 
use of the post-2001 narrower font on a 
pre-2001 car. Strangely, some suppliers 
of black-and-silver plates for classic cars 
are now using this narrow font. 

A legislative anomaly technically 
prohibits the supply of new acrylic, 
reflective numberplates in the older, 
wider font for on-road use with pre-2001 
cars, but in practice you can buy them 
as ‘show’ plates and, as a member of the 
Parliamentary Historic Vehicles Group 
once told us, it would be a very bored 
policeman who took any action over it. 

Before smooth acrylic plates arrived, 
the default choice was die-pressed 
aluminium but separate, raised digits 
were a popular option with fonts 
rounded or squared-off, plain or seriffed. 

For pre-1963 plates, the raised digits 
are usually triangular in cross-section. 
Silver digits are polished aluminium; 
white ones are either painted aluminium 
or moulded plastic. From 1963, the 
cross-sectional triangle’s peak was 
flattened and both silver and white could 
be either aluminium or plastic painted as 
required. Most of these styles are 
available today, so recreating that 
properly period look is easily achieved. 

John Simister 
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MAN AND MACHINE 


The unlikely rally cat 


Ed Abbott used to build racing Saabs but loves the XJ-S 


Words and photography Paul Hardiman 


AS A PUTATIVE rally car, an XJ-S isn’t the 
obvious choice. But when you were on the 
development team, and you know them 
inside out, the prospect looks less daunting. 

Former Jaguar development engineer Ed 
Abbott - best known for building race- 
winning Saabs with brother Lionel at the 
wheel - isn’t so much keen on the XJ-S as 
evangelical: ‘It’s one of the greatest Jaguars 
ever made, but it’s got a poor reputation. 

As an insider, Ed knew what he was 
looking at when he found this one five years 
ago. ‘It wasn’t rotten, and it was one of the 
rare 10:1-compression cars made for a year 
before the 12.5:1-compression HE appeared 
in 1981. They started in 1976 with 9:1 and 
285bhp. It didn’t handle or go particularly 
well but it had potential. It’s got perfect 
suspension, adjustable for castor and camber: 

Before Abbott Racing was formed in 1982, 
racing first Fiestas and then Saabs, Ed had 
rallied an A40. ‘But Norman [Dewis, Jaguar’s 
chief tester] said I had to give that up as I 
needed to be working seven days a week. We 
were preparing and testing all the press cars, 
and the XJ-Ss had to be faster than the XJ12s. 

“The XJ-S’s biggest claim to fame was as 
The Saint’s car until Tom Walkinshaw started 
racing them. But Jaguar had homologated 
the model for Group A well before that, with 
the option of a five-speed manual gearbox 
and eight axle ratios. The first rally we did 
was the Three Castles in 2016, to convince 
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my wife it was safe. I'd had a big accident in 
my MKvV Jag on the 2005 Rally of the Tests, 
crashing into a river and nearly drowning, so 
she banned me for a bit. 

‘Our first proper event was the Three Legs 
of Man. You need a bit of space to get it 
wound up. We came second in class, which 
surprised a lot of people and gave me the 
confidence to do more rallies. We mostly do 
HERO events — the Winter Challenge and 
the Rally Monte Carlo this year, and we’ve 
just won our class on the Summer Trial’ 

The V12 runs cold-air intakes that add 
about 1Sbhp, as used on the press cars, and it 
even has working air-con. The press cars’ 
systems were modified to disengage the 
pump on acceleration runs, but Ed thinks 
none of the journalists at the time knew that. 

‘It was one of the first things I got working 
as you have to be comfortable on long rallies. 
Sometimes you're driving from 7am to 
midnight, which is magic as I like driving in 
the dark. I’ve got a manual ’box for it, but I 
don’t think it'll make the car any faster than 
with the auto, which I’ve rebuilt for snappier 
changes. It’ll do 60mph in first and 100 in 
second. The navigator can spread his maps 
out and not have them knocked all over the 
place by the driver changing gear’ 

So, does it make a good rally car? ‘Really 
I should be rallying a Saab. But the Jaguar 
handles so well, despite its size, and it’s 
strong. Plus the V12 is addictive on full chat. 


IN THIS MONTH: OCTOBER 1997 


Thrust SSC breaks 
the sound barrier 


First, some figures: 1227.99km/h, 
or 763.035mph. Or Mach 1.02. 

If you've driven a land vehicle at this 
speed, you've broken the sound barrier. 
The first to do so, with the results above, 
was Royal Air Force Wing Commander 
Andy Green, driving Thrust SSC. 

Conceived by previous world Land 
Speed Record holder and entrepreneur 
Richard Noble, Thrust SSC was a 
remarkable machine. It was designed by 
Ron Ayers, former chief aerodynamicist 
at British Aerospace, and his talented 
team of engineers. They specified a pair 
of Rolls-Royce Spey Mk202 turbofan jet 
engines, which together produced over 
44,000lb of thrust, equivalent to 
92,400bhp, mounted in a wheeled 
and steerable structure resembling 
an aeroplane minus its wings. 

The team had many engineering 
hurdles to jump. Aerodynamics were the 
main problem as Mach 1 approached, 
while composite rubber and nylon 
wheels would simply disintegrate at that 
speed so Dunlop Aviation supplied solid 
alloy wheel/tyre units. The team also 
solved novel mechanical and control 
problems, designing a car that properly 
managed complex dynamic forces 
including those from reflected 
shockwaves when nearing Mach 1. 
Computational fluid dynamics and 
extensive wind-tunnel testing optimised 
the body shape, and active suspension 
minimised drag and wheel lift. 

To drive such a Car required a special 
driver — or, indeed, pilot. Andy Green 
was that man. On 15 October 1997 — 
50 years and one day after Chuck 
Yeager broke the sound barrier in the 
Bell X1 rocket ‘plane — Green boarded 
SSC at Blackrock in the Nevada desert 
for the first of two timed runs. He hit 
763.035mph over a timed mile and 
763.343 over a kilometre, the boom of 
the broken sound barrier heralding 
anew age in automotive endeavour. 

Not content with this record, Andy 
Green will next be attempting to break 
1000mph in Bloodhound SSC. 

Neil Godwin-Stubbert 
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1979 Porsche 930 Turbo. 
Originally Owned by Walter Payton 


THE EXPERIENCE BEGINS AT MECUM.COM 


For Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information go to Mecum.com or call 262-275-5050 
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Bernina Gran Turisimo, 21-23 September 
Image: Bernina Gran Turisimo 


COMING UP 


Summer’s coming to an end, but there’s 
no let-up in the number of events to see 


24-26 August 

CarFest South 

Chris Evans, Jody Scheckter 
and Pudsey Bear will be joined 
at Laverstoke Park Farm by 
Paloma Faith, Texas and more. 
carfest.org 


25-26 August 

Wings & Wheels 
Entertainment on the ground 
and in the air at Dunsfold 
Aerodrome in Surrey, and in a 
good cause, too: money raised 
will go to charities including 
Brooklands Museum and 
Help for Heroes. 
wingsandwheels.net 


25-27 August 

Isle of Man Classic TT 
Today’s motorcycle heroes race 
the bikes of yesteryear around 
the island’s famous roads. It 
incorporates the Festival of 
Jurby gathering of classic bikes. 


iomtt.com 
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26-27 August 

Blenheim Palace 

Festival of Transport 
Organisers have trumpeted the 
show’s ‘Electric Vehicle Zone’, 
but we suspect you'll be more 
interested in the 500-plus 
classics on display. 
blenheimpalace.com 


30 August - 1 September 
Salon Privé 

The Blenheim Palace-based 
event features two concours 
fields, one featuring classics 

of all stripes, and the other 
reserved exclusively for Porsche 
and its 70th anniversary. 
salonpriveconcours.com 


30 August — 2 September 
Historic Grand Prix 
Zandvoort 

F1, pre-’66 GTs, and Le Mans 
cars are joined this year by icons 
of 1980s and 90s DTM. 
historicgrandprix.nl 


30 August — 3 September 
Lime Rock Historic Festival 
Bugatti is the featured marque, 
so visitors can expect to see 
plenty of fabulous French 
exports on the track and in the 
concours on the Sunday. 
limerock.com 


31 August — 2 September 
The Concours of Elegance 
Sixty of the world’s finest 
historic cars assemble in the 
grounds of a suitably impressive 
venue: Hampton Court Palace. 
concoursofelegance.co.uk 


1 September 

Rome Motor Festival 

Taking part in the beach races 
on the Danish island of Romg, 
is by invitation only, but anyone 
can go to watch — and 7000 
spectators turned out last year. 
romomotorfestival.dk 


1-2 September 

Beaulieu International 
Autojumble 

The vast sale of motoring bits 
and bobs might just be the place 
to find that elusive part. You’re 
guaranteed to find something 
you never knew you needed. 
beaulieu.co.uk 


Bo'Ness Revival, 1-2 September 
Image: Bo'Ness Revival 


1-2 September 

Bo’Ness Revival 

Pre-1984 cars take to the course 
at the Kinneil Estate in Falkirk, 
plus 500 classics on display. 
bonessrevival.co.uk 


2 September 

Shere Hill Climb 

An eclectic group of cars — 170 
in total - head for the Surrey 
Hills to tackle a mile-long 
course. There’s an autotest, too. 
sherehillclimb.co.uk 


2-5 September 

Alpine Trial 

The Alpine Trial takes crews 
from Divonne-les-Bains to 
Annency. The route is designed 
for pre-1948 cars, but anew 
category welcomes sports cars 
built between 1949 and 1962. 
endurorally.com 


7-9 September 

Goodwood Revival 

The world’s most prestigious 
historic race meeting serves up 
fierce competition on a circuit 
unchanged in layout since 1970. 
As well as the racing, there’s the 
fun of dressing up in period 
garb, and loads of attractions. 
goodwood.com 


8-9 September 

Motors And Soul 

Cars and motorcycles de 
caractere gather at the Chateau 
de Neuville in Gambais, about 
30 miles west of Paris. There are 
concours for cars and bikes, and 
owners are given opportunities 
over the course of the weekend 
to explore the local roads. 
motors-and-soul.com 


12-16 September 

Spa Six Hours 

A long-weekend of action, with 
a main event that sees a packed 
grid racing into darkness. 
spasixhours.com 


14-16 September 

Rallye Pere-Fils 

Three stages give the father/son 
crews a chance to explore pretty 
French scenery around Megéve. 
happyfewracing.com 


15-16 September 

Kop Hill Climb 

Some 800 cars and bikes race 
up the Buckinghamshire hill; 

soapbox racers whizz down it. 


kophillclimb.org.uk 


19-23 September 

Lonville Classic 

Revisiting spots from previous 
events — St Moritz to Tuscany 
via Lake Como and Portofino. 
lonville.com 


21-23 September 

Bernina Gran Turisimo 
Eighty starters tackle more than 
50 bends as they climb 459m 
from La Résa to Ospizio 
Bernina in the Swiss Alps. 
bernina-granturismo.com 


21-23 September 
Internationaler 
Grossglockner Grand Prix 
Austria’s Grossglockner Pass 
welcomes a field of classic racers 
to the 14km hillclimb. 
grossglockner-grandprix.de 


Kop Hill Climb, 15-16 September 
Image: Kop Hill Climb 


21 September — 11 October 
The Himalayan Challenge 
This pre-1976 event begins 

in Delhi and ends in Agra, via 
the north of India and Nepal. 
endurorally.com 


22-23 September 

Sywell Classic: 

Pistons & Props 

Aerial displays, car and 
motorcycle racing on the 
runway, live music, a vintage 
funfair and a shopping village. 
sywellclassic.co.uk 


28-30 September 

Les Grandes Heures 
Automobiles 

Extraordinary meeting at 
Montlhéry, just outside Paris. 
Grids feature many cars and 
bikes that raced there in period. 
lesgrandesheuresautomobiles. 
com 


29-30 September 

Cotswold Airport Revival 
The former RAF Kemble opens 
its gates to classic vehicles and 
vintage aircraft, 100 of which 
will fly in over the weekend. 
cotswoldairportrevival.com 


30 September - 1 October 
Prescott Autumn Classic 
Action on the hill, a ‘show ’n’ 
shine’, a Wall of Death, and 
more hot rods and Yank tanks 
than you can count. This is as 
good as American car shows get 
on this side of the pond. 
prescott-hillclimb.com 


Insurance 
solutions’ for 
classics and 


Did you know, at FJ we don't just arrange 
cover for the classic vehicle owner? We 
also arrange insurance for competitors, 
collectors and motor traders. 


Call our friendly UK team 
for a quote. 


0333 207 6047 


footmanjames.co.uk 


ce) [oe 

Trusted 
Service 
xeKexeexkne 
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*All cover is subject to insurer’s terms and conditions, which are available upon 
request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered 
in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone 
calls may be monitored or recorded. FPADGE.1076.5.18 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


OF THEIR LIVES 


Testing Continental's Ultra High Performance Tyre range on the superb roads of the south 
of France — it was a tough job, but the winners of the Continental Black Chili Driving 


Experience had to do it... 


f you're testing premium car tyres of the calibre 
developed by Continental Tyres, there’s only one 
place to go — the south of France. Set amidst 
scenery of jaw-dropping beauty, the roads there are 
challenging for tyres, car and driver; they’re also 
tremendously entertaining and home to several of 

the most iconic stages of the Monte Carlo Rally. 
Though hardly essential to the enjoyment of tyre 
testing, it would be remiss not to also mention the 
glorious climate and the endemic sense of glamour 
and style that pervades the whole region as further 
attractions for visiting this part of the world. 
And this is where the 12 winning teams of the 
Continental Black Chili Driving Experience found 
themselves in the baking heat of early July, with the 
mission of learning more about Continental’s range of 


Ultra High Performance Tyres (UHPTs). 


The region’s switchback hairpins and fast, sweeping 
corners would provide ample opportunity to discover 
how the company’s unique Black Chili tread compound 
and new Micro Flexibility Compound help strengthen 
the bond between tyre and road surface. Helping with 
the lessons was a diverse fleet of premium cars — a 
Mercedes-AMG C43, a BMW M240i, an Audi RS3, 
a Range Rover Velar, a Tesla Model S and a Porsche 
Boxster — that the winners and their co-drivers would 
swap between on a frequent basis during three solid 
days of dynamic driving. 

With meals and accommodation thrown in, the 
Continental Black Chili Driving Experience was a 
spectacular prize, as all of the attendees confirmed. 
‘It was awesome, enthused Andrew Smitheman, ‘and 
it’s still hard to believe that I went on it.’ Julie Edwards 


reckoned ‘it was a truly magical experience’, while 


Adam Hance called it a ‘money-can’t-buy trip that we 


were all completely blown away by’. 

Rob Sadler was equally effusive: “The whole thing 
was brilliantly well put together. The locations were 
breathtaking and the roads marvellous — I can't see 
how the Continental team could have done anything 
better than they did.” Alex Hawkins agreed with Rob. 
‘Everything ran so smoothly and on point,’ he said, 
‘and the route books were just like I use for rallying. 
And the roads they chose couldn't have been more 
perfect, especially for a rally driver.’ 

Ian Medforth was another fan of the region’s 
roads, which during the trip wound between coast and 
mountain, alternated between broad and extremely 
narrow, and presented surfaces that ranged between 
supremely smooth and wickedly lumpy. ‘I’ve driven 
through the Gorges du Verdon before,’ he revealed, ‘but 
it was great to enjoy the local knowledge brought to the 
event by the Continental crew that threw us along some 
wonderfully snaking back-roads.’ 

Continental Tyres country, then. Rosie and Kevin 
Rose certainly thought so. ‘On its SportContact™ 6 
tyres the Boxster felt like it wasn’t going to be budged 
from its chosen line through a corner, enthused Kevin, 
‘and the confidence the tyres gave you was enormous.’ 
Tim Naylor was of the same mind about the tyres’ 
virtues, but thought a different car highlighted them 
best: ‘In the Audi RS3 [equipped with the Audi- 
approved ContiSportContact™ 5 P] I found I could 
really push to the limit of the grip.’ 

Several of the testers commented on the road- 
holding that the 
ContiSportContact™ 5 tyres endows the Range Rover 


Jaguar Land Rover-approved 


Velar with. ‘On these tyres the Velar really punched 
above its weight, remarked Matthew Richardson, 
‘and gripped in a way I wasn’t expecting.’ And everyone 
was knocked out by the ContiSilent™ tyres fitted to 
the all-electric Tesla. As Julie and Dale Edwards pointed 
out: ‘Not only did the Tesla have very impressive grip, 
but the absence of roar from the tyres meant you were 
travelling in silence, which was an interesting experience.’ 

As it was time to head — somewhat reluctantly 
— homewards, rally driver Alex Hawkins summed 
up everyone’s feelings about Continental’s UHPT 
offerings. ‘Over the years I’ve tried many, many 
tyres, he said, ‘but these are the best road tyres I’ve 
ever experienced.’ 

So, is it worth you entering the Continental Black 
Chili Driving Experience 2019? We'll let Kevin Rose 
answer that: “We drove some excellent cars equipped 
with outstanding tyres along some stunning roads. 
We stayed in fantastic hotels and ate amazing food. 
And the Continental team were so friendly and efficient. 

‘It was a life-changing experience. It gave my wife 
Rosie more confidence in her driving and has given both 
of us the inspiration to get out and travel a bit more: 
without Continental we’d never have thought about 


doing so.’ 


In association with 


Q@ntinental’s 


Bullitt back on the streets 


Special-edition Mustang recreates the original’s moves 


FORD REVEALED a Bullitt edition of its 
recently revised Mustang at last January’s 
Detroit show. In June it announced that the 
celebratory tribute to the car ragged through 
San Francisco's streets by Steve McQueen in 
the Bullitt film was available to order in 
Europe, priced in the UK from £47,000. And 
to mark the new model’s arrival precisely half 
a century after the release of the film that 
included the most famous car chase in 
Hollywood history, the 2018 Mustang Bullitt 
has starred in a re-make of some of the 
original car’s action images. 

One key difference between the regular 
Mustang V8 and the Bullitt version is an 
extra dose of power, achieved with free- 
flowing air filters, bigger throttle bodies anda 
management re-map. US cars were promised 
48 1bhp at launch but Europe's cars are rated 
at 459bhp - still plenty for a $.0-litre engine 
with atmospheric induction. Other Bullitt 
identifiers are pared-down exterior detailing, 


black five-spoke wheels, red-painted Brembo 
brake calipers, lightweight Recaro seats and 
metallic Highland Green paint. This colour 
is an option, with Shadow Black as standard. 
The six-speed manual transmission 
features both a white, spherical gearlever 
knob and the ability to blip engine revs up to 
the required speed for a smooth downshift, 
the better to recreate Bullitt’s soundtrack. 
Ford, meanwhile, reports that it has just 
built the ten-millionth Mustang since 1964. 


Hypercars head 
to two extremes 


One is electric, the other 
has a quad-turbo V8 


Creating an ‘ultimate’ hypercar is 

the dream of many a well-funded 
enthusiast, and the rise in credibility of 
electric powertrains Is bringing in new 
players. The latest of these is the Shul 
Inspire Gran Turismo (topmost photo), 
masterminded by Chunky Vazirani and 
intended to embody Indian values of 
non-aggression. It uses a gas-turbine 
engine to power a generator, a system 
similar to that of Jaguar’s C-X75. 

The other is the Milan Red from 
Austria (lower pic), the idea of Markus 
Fux, who plans to build 99 of them at 
nearly £2m each. It features a 6.2-litre, 
1325bhp, quad-turbo V8 built by 
motorsport engineering company AVL, 
the first roadgoing use of carbonfibre 
suspension wishbones and a top 
speed predicted to be over 250mph. 
‘It’s a car that serves only one purpose: 
stealing the show,’ says Fux. 


Pantera is resurrected but changes language 


ARES Design’s Panther evokes 
the Giugiaro-styled De Tomaso 
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You've probably read about the new ‘Lancia 
Stratos’ being built on a Ferrari F430 base 
and, if you have been paying attention to your 
monthly Octane, you'll be aware of the ARES 
Panther. This is the car that ARES Design, run 
by Dany Bahar (ex-Ferrari and Lotus) and 
technical director Matteo Vezzani, announced 
early in the year as a re-make of De Tomaso’s 
mid-engined Pantera, using a Lamborghini 
Huracan as the starting point and carbonfibre 
for the panels (so no pushrod Ford V8). 
Things have come along since then and the 
plan is to build 21 production cars starting in 
October, each costing €515,000 although all 


have now been reserved by buyers. The V10 
engine has been enlarged from 5.2 to 5.6 litres 
and delivers 650bhp with, ARES hints, more 
to come. ‘The sound is nothing short of a roar,’ 
says Vezzani. Other work includes sharpening 
the throttle response and the double-clutch 
transmission’s shifts. 

Pop-up headlights, like the Pantera’s, feature 
on the Panther, although they are hard to spot 
on the disguised prototype. They are outlawed 
on new cars but, as a pre-existing car that 
has undergone extensive post-registration 
bodywork modifications, the Panther appears 
to have circumnavigated the legislation. 
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IGNITION / First Drives 


Writing and 
cashing big 
cheques 


By its very definition the 
new Aston Martin is not a 
Superleggera, but does it 
make the Srade as a DBS? 


Words Shane O'Donoghue 
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ASTON MARTIN isn't one to shy away from 
its illustrious and dusty heritage, which is 
why we're witnessing the reappearance of 
not one, but two names from its past on the 
company’s new DBS Superleggera. Younger 
readers might remember only the V12- 
engined DBS of a decade ago, but the name 
dates back to 1967, when Aston launched a 
fastback GT designed internally by William 
Towns to eventually replace the DB6 and 
top the line-up. In its five-year lifespan, the 
original DBS received inline-six and V8 
power and about 1000 examples were made 
in total. The reboot of the name in 2008 was 
rather more successful and now Aston 
continues the bloodline. 


At the same time, the delicate ‘Superleggera’ 
lettering on the bonnet pays homage to the 
partnership between Aston and Touring 
that gave us the DB4, DBS and DB6. The 
Milan carrozzeria’s patented Superleggera 
technique of using aluminium panels over 
a lightweight frame has been supplanted by 
carbonfibre body panels, meaning this car 
may be ‘super light’ but it is not technically 
Superleggera. Aston also appears to be acting 
a little tongue in cheek in reviving an Italian 
name on its British car, one that it makes no 
bones about wanting to compete with 
Ferraris 812 Superfast — an Italian reviving 
an old English model name. 

And that’s quite a lofty target, even if there 
are few others that could be classed as a 
‘Super GT’. But Aston isn’t about to enter a 
horsepower war with Ferrari's screaming 
naturally aspirated V12; instead, the 
company has developed the new DBS with 
maximum usable torque to the fore. So, while 
Aston’s twin-turbo S$.2-litre V12 has a useful 
chunk more power than that in the DB11 
AMR (up from 630bhp to 71Sbhp), peak 
torque jumps from $16lb ft to 663lb ft. 
What's more, that figure is on tap from just 
1800rpm all the way around to 5000rpm. 

Conventional benchmarks, like the 
0-62mph time of 3.4 seconds, don’t do 
justice to the DBS Superleggera and its 
simply gobsmacking in-gear flexibility. It 
accelerates from sensible to completely 
unreasonable speeds in the blink of an eye, 
pushing you into the gorgeously upholstered 
sports seats. Really, there’s no reason to use 
the (enlarged) gearchange paddles for the 
(uprated to cope with the torque) eight- 
speed auto, but that would be to deny you the 
full aural pleasure of this V12. The new quad 
exhaust is particularly anti-social when 
Sport+ is selected, with lots of pops and 
bangs on the overrun and a holy-moly roar 
when you take a brave pill and hold the 
throttle all the way down. 

But while the DBS Superleggera is, 
according to its maker, part of the GT family, 
its chassis has been honed to live with 
the performance, so the front end is razor- 
sharp and dependable, body control 
unimpeachable, steering direct and the 
brakes almost too responsive. In short, this is 
a GT designed to be really driven. It may 
look back fondly at its forebears but, as it 
accelerates the company towards the future, 
it’s leaving them all for dust. 


Left from top 
Thrust from the twin-turbo V12 is phenomenal and 
makes the Aston a real rival to Ferrari’s 812 Superfast. 
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Motorcars: 10am 
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1974 FERRARI 365 GT4 BB 1964 ASTON MARTIN DB5 2002 FERRARI 575M F1 
Avery rare, low mileage, superbly-presented Matching numbers; three previous owners, 17,000 miles from new. A superb example 
righthand drive model. in fine order throughout. with the desirable Fiorano handling pack. 
-£250,000-£295,000 -£550,000-£600,000 -£95,000-£105,000 


Please visit the website to view all consignments 
and for bidder registration. www.historics.co.uk 
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Looking for the ultimate vintage and classic rally experience? 
Rally Round's highly sociable events are designed for novices and experts alike. 
For more details visit www.rallyround.co.uk or contact the rally office - 
Sally email info@rallyround.co.uk or telephone +44 (0)1252 794100 
au DRIVING ADVENTURES SUPPORTED BY 


The Studio | Coachman’s Lodge | Frensham Lane | Churt | Surrey |GU10 2QQ “== HOLDEN=— —<~ 
+44 (0)1252 794100 | info@rallyround.co.uk | www.rallyround.co.uk VINTAGE & CLASSIC 


JAY LENO 


The Collector 


ne car I have always been fascinated by is the 

chain-gang Frazer Nash, made by the company 

that later imported Porsches to the UK. My 

first encounter with one was about 20 years 

ago. I was walking down a London street when 
I saw one go by and, as luck would have it, it broke 
down right in front of me. 

It was being driven by a young man named Ben, 
who I believe was moving it for one of the big auction 
houses. I helped him push it, we finally got it going and 
he drove off. Ben told me they were quite rare and 
hardly ever left England. 

Then, about ten years ago, I was doing a show in 
Washington State when some people approached me 
and said there had been a death in their family and did 
I like old English sports cars? We think it’s an MG or a 
Triumph, they said, but they weren't sure. I already 
owned a TR3 and an MG, but I 
always enjoy looking. Then I saw 
that not only was it a Frazer Nash, 
it was a TT model with a very 
desirable Blackburne engine. 

The paperwork said it was a TT 
Replica, also known as the Byfleet 
II. Built on 1 July 1934, it has the 
twin-cam, 1666cc, six-cylinder 
engine. Most just have the 
1.5-litre. It also has the long 
chassis, Rotax dynamo, three 
1¥%in SU carburettors, 12in 
brakes, outside exhaust and a 
Brooklands silencer. It also featured an FNCT rear 
axle, Dunlop tyres and a Bluemels steering wheel, plus 
thermostat and aeroscreen. 

That’s the good news. The bad news is the car was 
completely worn out. Do not believe those reality TV 
shows in which people restore a car in ten days. This 
took the better part of ten years. Admittedly, it did sit 
for long periods when it got so discouraging we just 
had to walk away and work on something else. 

The nice thing about handmade cars is that hands 
haven't changed much in 80 years. If hands made it 
once, they can make it again. OK, maybe with the help 
of 3D printing. 

We had a porosity problem with the oil sump. It had 
been patched and welded so many times it was beyond 
repair. Plus, it had a complex baffling system that was 
severely broken. We couldn't find one anywhere. 
Remember, they only built about 27 of these 


‘IT WAS COMPLETELY 
WORN OUT. DO NOT 
BELIEVE THOSE TV 
SHOWS IN WHICH 
PEOPLE RESTORE A 
GAR IN TEN DAYS’ 


Blackburne-engined cars. So we not only 3D-printed 
a new sump, baffles and all, we also 3D-printed a new 
thermostat housing. 

The original rods were aluminium and four of the six 
were cracked. We now have steel Carrillo rods. A 
company named CP made us pistons. Most of the 
flywheel teeth were broken off but we found a company 
in Ohio named Fidanza, which made us a new one. The 
camshafts were completely worn out and we had them 
built up by a company called Megacycle. 

We had larger chains in it originally but found they 
were touching one another when it was running, so we 
switched to a smaller 530 chain. We also had to make 
new sprockets because chains with the pitch of the 
orginals were no longer available. All the wood in the 
body was also replaced. Jimmy, our metal man, did a 
great job of making a stainless-steel outside exhaust 
system with a Brooklands muffler. 

Most Nashes had the Meadows 
four-cylinder engine, which made 
80-85bhp. ‘The _ six-cylinder 
Blackburne made about the same 
but with an increase in both 
torque and refinement. In the July 
1933 issue of Motor Sport 
magazine a Frazer Nash was the 
fastest-accelerating vehicle they'd 
tested up to that point. The 
editors were reluctant to print the 
fact that it went from zero to 
95mph in about 30 seconds, for 
fear that nobody would believe them. 

Now the truly fascinating part. Why is it called the 
‘chain-gang’ Nash? The slowest part of driving most 
pre-war cars is the transmission, but the Frazer Nash 
does away with the traditional system and replaces it 
with sprockets and chains, much like a ten-speed 
bicycle. A clutch is needed only for initial take-off; 
once on the move you can shift as fast as you like. The 
higher the revs, the smoother the shifting. 

Another thing most drivers have never encountered 
is the lack of a differential. This makes for exceptionally 
reactive steering, one reason why they did so well on 
hillclimbs, especially on a loose surface. Tyre wear is 
a problem but you're having too much fun to care. 

Then there’s the club scene. Never mind how obscure 
the vehicle, there’s always a dedicated group caring for 
it and preserving it. They say history belongs to those 
who record it. That’s especially true of the Frazer Nash. 


IGNITION / Opinion 


JAY LENO 
Comedian and talk show 


legend Jay Leno is one 

of the most famous 
entertainers in the USA. 

He is also a true petrolhead, 
with a huge collection 

of cars and bikes (www. 
jaylenosgarage.com). He was 
speaking with Jeremy Hart. 
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DEREK BELL 


The Legend 


utonomous racing cars, a fearless aviator 
strapped to a jet-pack, mega-buck hypercars, 
men with odd monikers steering their cars 
sideways with tyres aflame, and a whole lot 
more: the 2018 Goodwood Festival of Speed 
was unlike any other motoring event I have attended. 

It has changed out of all recognition since the 
inaugural meeting was staged a quarter of a century 
ago. I have lost count of how many Festivals I have 
participated in since then, and what began as a 
celebration of historic machinery has morphed into 
something which spans just about every conceivable 
facet of automotive worship. 

Some bemoan the change of emphasis. I don't see it 
that way. The historic stuff is still bountiful, and not 
just on the hillclimb course, but the Festival now also 
acts as a launching pad for manufacturers to showcase 
their wares in front of a global 
audience. Even the Top Ten 
shoot-out has taken on an aura of 
importance, judging by Romain 
Dumas’ remarkable drive in the 
electric Volkswagen ID R thing, 
which was always going to take 
the top spot. 

The decision to compete in 
West Sussex was taken while the 
Frenchman was still in Colorado. 
Having demolished the Pikes 
Peak course record there, Dumas 
and his team immediately set 
their sights on storming the Duke of Richmond's 
driveway. I'll wager that Volkswagen got far more 
coverage in Britain's mainstream press for its victory at 
Goodwood than for its American triumph. 

Over the years I have driven dozens of cars up the 
hill. The problem, and it’s a nice problem to have, is 
that when you're constantly jumping between cars, you 
have no time to soak up the atmosphere, or even to 
breathe. There have been too many occasions when 
I’ve had an old mate come bounding up to me, all 
smiles and proffering a hearty handshake, only for me 
immediately to make my excuses and disappear. I really 
enjoy the social aspect of this event so, this year, I 
limited my outings to just two drives. 

I was armed with a brace of Porsches, the first of 
which was the ex-Dan Gurney 804 Formula 1 car. I last 
drove this fabulous machine at Monaco a few months 
back, and it wasn’t happy being puttered around on 


THE 9628 WICK WAS 
TURNED ALL THE WAY 
UP. TAMING 7O0BHP 
ON OLD RAIN TYRES 
CERTAINLY CAUSED 
MY EYES TO WIDEN 


the streets of the Principality. It was much more at 
home on the hillclimb course, where I could open it up 
alittle. I love driving single-seaters, and it was great fun 
to steer a Grand Prix car with a modicum of enthusiasm 
once again. It isn’t one of the marque’s more fondly 
remembered racers, but it should be. If nothing else, it 
acts as a reminder that Porsche did occasionally stray 
beyond sports cars. 

Speaking of which... I was also reunited with an 
ex-works 962C in Rothmans livery that Hans Stuck 
and I shared in the World Endurance Championship 
back in the 1980s. It’s always a pleasure to be out in a 
Group C Porsche and I enjoyed my outing this time. At 
least, I did once I had got my head around the turbo 
boost, the wick having been turned all the way up. You 
couldn't alter the settings from inside the cockpit, 
either. Taming 700bhp on old rain tyres certainly 
caused my eyes to widen. I’m just 
glad I wasn’t in it when ‘that’ 
accident occurred. 

Much has been made about the 
clash between the 911 GT3 Cup 
and the 962C, the one that saw 
the former smack the latter up the 
bum as it crossed the finish line 
during one of the demo runs. 
Without wishing to get into the 
whole who-did-what, I should 
point out that visibility is limited 
there at the best of times. I can’t 
explain why the 962C was 
trundling over the line, but, really, it was more of a 
forceful tap than a shunt. Nobody was injured, at least 
not physically. Pride is something else entirely. 

After Goodwood, I hotfooted it over to Austria for 
the Ennstal Classic, an event I adore. I was armed with 
a 1929 ‘Blower’ Bentley, a car that I have driven many 
times before. I have grown to love this supercharged 
monster, although my wife Misti was a little surprised 
to be allotted the role of navigator after my original 
wingman proved a no-show. 

We had a blast until 20 minutes from the end when 
the brake pedal snapped in half: cue much tugging on 
the exterior brake lever. That rather focused my 
attention. It also made me doubt my sanity for tackling 
such an event in a car that’s older than me. 

The thing is, I’m sure I will have forgotten about it 
the next time I’m offered a drive in the car or something 
similar. My memory is selective that way. 


IGNITION / Opini 


DEREK BELL 


Derek took up racing in 
1964 in a Lotus 7, won 
two World Sportscar 
Championships (1985 
and 1986), the 24 Hours 
of Daytona three times (in 


on 


1986, '87 and '89), and Le 


Mans five times (in 1975, 
81,82, '86 and '87). 
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Ferrari 212 Export Barchetta #0098E 


One of only 27 Export Models, this 212 has been fully restored by the Ferrari factory and 
is presented with Classiche Certification confirming it as matching numbers. A unique 
opportunity to purchase an “open V12” Ferrari that is eligible for the greatest events 


Engineering including the Mille Miglia and the Monaco Historique GP. 


Est. 1977 
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Rosso Corsa over a Nero interior. Just 3,500 Miles from new. One of the very final pre-production prototypes built. Based on an official Superformance chassis, this example has 
Presents superbly having been cared for by DK for many years. Classiche Certified. 17,000 kms. An extremely important been built to accurate specification and comes complete with a 
Accompanied by its original tools, book-pack & luggage set. part of F40 history and a rare opportunity. period ZF gearbox and a fresh Steve Warrior 289 engine. 

£1.95M £POA £324,994 


Acquisition Consultancy | Sales Service | Restorationto Perfection | EngineBuilding | RacePreparation RollingRoad | Storage 


+44 (0) 1923 287 687 + +44 (0) 1923 286 274 + info@dke.co.uk The Ferrari Specialists 


Little Green Street Farm, Green Street, Chorleywood, Hertfordshire, WD3 6EA - England 


bums Chorleywood Tube Heathrow or Luton M25 Orbital London City WWW. .co.uk 
Station - 2 mins. Airports — 20 mins. J18 - 3 mins. Centre 20 miles. A Cottingham Family Business. 
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STEPHEN 


The Aesthete 


hat has gone wrong with the Germans? 

True, they have often suffered a reputation 

for coarseness. The Emperor Charles V, 

discussing levels of national sophistication 

not irrelevant today, said: I speak French to 
my mistress, Italian to my courtier and German to my 
horse. During the Great War, the French called the 
Kaiser ‘le chef des barbares’. 

But the Germans have - or had — a superb record in 
design. Nineteenth-century pedagogues developed the 
idea of Hauptformen. It’s untranslatable, but means 
approximately ‘significant form’: that’s to say there is an 
ideal shape for any product. This belief fed directly into 
art education and Bauhaus doctrine. The Bauhaus had 
as its logo a sphere, a cube and a cone. 

German domestic architecture in the first half of 
the 19th century was in a style known as Biedermeier, 
a name derived from the 
pseudonymous author of poems 
mocking the middle classes. 
Biedermeier buildings are solid, 
decent, finely proportioned, 
quietly elegant and possessed of 
a certain timelessness. It’s not 
too fanciful to see a direct 
connection to the crisp and airy 
1961 BMW Neue Klasse saloons 
of Wilhelm Hofmeister, which 
made the company’s fortune by 
exploiting exactly these qualities. 

But look at BMW today and 
you see not clarity and commodity but undisciplined, 
unco-ordinated, directionless mess. Its product line 
looks like the aftermath of someone trying to re- 
assemble all the bits following an explosion in a car 
park. Never mind the other-worldly grossness of the 
Rolls-Royce Cullinan; the core BMW range is, 
aesthetically, no more attractive than a putrescent dead 
rat on a trembling stick. 

I recall thinking, on first sight of the last-generation 
3-series, ‘Dear God, it looks Korean. Today? If only it 
looked more Korean. When Kia makes more attractive 
cars than BMW, Alles ist nicht in ordnung. 

I am not alone in these solemn reflections. The 
entire German industry’s fall from artistic grace excited 
the country’s senior automotive journalist, Georg 
Kacher, into a splendidly fuming and intemperate 
piece in the normally sober Sud Deutsches Zeitung. The 
Audi A8 with its idiotic gaping grille looks like a Bush- 


‘THE DESIGN 
DISCIPLINE THAT 
ONCE INFORMED 

BMW HAS DISSIPATED 
INTO MEANINGLESS 
MODEL VARIATIONS’ 


BAYLEY 


era Lincoln. The Smart is Playmobil: way too 
bubblegum-cute for its own good. The Mercedes-Benz 
B-class is sexed-up Swabian Biedermeier. The BMW 
2-series is contemptibly simple, the 7-series ‘fails to be 
regal’, but Kacher reserves his absolute contempt for 
the BMW X7 which is grobschlachtig. Untranslatable, 
but ‘ugly, coarse, fat bastard’ catches some of the sense. 

Most great design is achieved with economy. Today’s 
markets are interested not in dignified economy but in 
obscene indulgence, and the Germans have a cultural 
problem with luxury. I noticed this long ago with 
Wolfgang Reitzle’s feet. The man who had overseen the 
fourth-generation 5-series was wearing those woven 
leather loafers seen more often in Abuja brothels. 

Luxury seems to drive Germans demented. Just look 
at Mad King Ludwig’s retreat, Neuschwanstein. This 
turreted saccharine whack-job homage to Wagner 
inspired Walt Disney. Demented ? 
There must be a bigger word. 

The design discipline that once 
informed BMW has dissipated 
into meaningless model variations 
heading who knows where. The 
famous reticence of Audi is 
compromised by look-at-me 
flashes of maladroit vulgarian 
bling. Mercedes retains traditional 
gravitas but its absolute, patrician 
design authority is being diluted 
by weird product planning. 

It may be that the historic 
German inclination towards systematic thinking 
cannot accommodate the excesses demanded by 
contemporary markets which have neither conception 
of nor interest in European taste. The Bauhaus did not 
do ruched leather, but nor — then — did the Bauhaus 
need to sell cars in Shenzhen. 

I give you, as evidence, the late Audi A2 (d.200S), 
the last great German car. It was technically 
adventurous, uncompromised in execution and 
completely original, but also very evidently a part of an 
established design tradition. And it looked so very 
German: it had those wilfully odd proportions and 
peculiar general arrangement that characterised 
Richard Vogt’s Blohm & Voss BV141 reconnaissance 
aircraft or a Hanomag-Henschel F65 truck. 

And it was marvellous. The problem was that the A2 
over-estimated the public’s taste. But the reality of the 
car trade is that no-one goes bust underestimating it. 


IGNITION / Opinion 


STEPHEN BAYLEY 
SB is the individual for 
whom the term ‘design 
guru’ could have been 
coined. He was the 
founding director of 


London's Design Museum 
and his best-selling books 
include Sex, Drink and Fast 
Cars and Taste: the Secret 


Meaning of Things. 
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IGNITION / Opinion 


The Driver 


s co-columnist Derek Bell related last month, a 

Porsche 919 Hybrid Evo has smashed the 

Nirburgring-Nordschleife lap record of 6m 

11.13sec set by Stefan Bellof in a Porsche 956 

Group C car way back in 1983. That it has 
stood for 35 years is impressive, given how so many 
automotive engineers are obsessed with their 
mechanical babies’ pace around the 12.94 miles of the 
‘green hell, but two-times Le Mans winner Timo 
Bernhard managed an astonishing time of Sm 
19.546sec in the new Porsche. So Porsche eats Porsche, 
and the record stays in the trophy cabinet. 

Such records hardly mattered when the first car to be 
built by Porsche’s own company was registered on 8 
June 1948. It was 356 Nol, a roadster. Ferry Porsche’s 
dream became a reality even if the first 356 was, one-off 
engine re-orientation apart, essentially a Volkswagen 
in (low) drag. Of course the 
Porsche legend began well before 
"48, the original Professor 
Ferdinand Porsche having built 
an electric Lohner-Porsche in 
1898. That makes the 1160bhp 
Porsche 919 Hybrid Evo’ 
electricity-assisted performance 
even more apposite. 

The Cayenne SUV launched in 
2002 — Porsche's derivative of the 
VW Touareg and Audi Q7 - has 
sold by the bucketload, many in 
diesel guise in Europe and the 
UK. Far removed from the driver-focused purity of the 
911 sports car as it is, the SUV made Porsche one of 
the most profitable of car companies and has enabled it 
to keep the 911 alive. After 70 years, Porsche is big in 
the truck business, not just sports cars. But today 
Porsche no longer manufactures any diesel vehicles at 
all. Hybrids, it reckons, are the future. 

I have been very fortunate to have grown up with 
Porsches, even if not always in name. Mother had a 
Beetle when I was very young, as mums did in Cape 
Town, and there was a 356 of some description in the 
garage for as long as I can remember. My father loved 
them, my mother hated them, especially on the school 
run. She called the low-slung 356 a shoe-horn; today’s 
mums love their large, lofty Cayennes, though. 

Porsches remain Marmite cars today. Some love 
them, some don’t. When I was learning to drive at 15 
years old, father would take me out in his 356C and let 
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WHEN A 356° 
FANBELT BROKE YOU 
HAD TO BE QUICK TO 
SWITCH OFF, OR THE 

ENGINE SEIZED. 

WE LOST TWO’ 


ROBERT GCOUCHER 


me practise on the vineyard roads where we lived. 
I thought the Porsche was fun, but very similar to the 
old Beetle. I much preferred the far more exciting 
E-type Jaguar 3.8 roadster that I wasn’t allowed to 
drive. In those days 356s were just old cars and not 
‘investments. It was thought a bit eccentric to drive an 
11-year-old German coupé when you could have a new 
Chrysler Valiant or Holden Monaro. Tough choice. 

Having amassed over 40 years of experience with 
Porsche I am still in neither the love nor loathe camp. 
That said, I doubt there’s a marque that divides people 
more completely. In the UK it’s down to social issues: 
if you drive a Porsche, people hate you. In the US, if 
you drive the small, well-engineered German sports 
car, you have engineering intelligence. In Europe a 
Porsche is regarded as a no-nonsense class act. 

Porsche built its reputation, especially for reliability, 
on the racing circuit, but our 356s 
would blow up fairly regularly. A 
356 engine seemed to last about 
80,000 miles before burning 
number-three cylinder’s exhaust 
valve, but then most engines of 
the time needed a decoke at the 
same sort of mileage. 

When a 356’s fanbelt broke you 
had to be quick to switch off, 
otherwise the engine seized. We 
lost two. The lack of proper full- 
flow oil filtration would do for 
the engine’s bottom end and the 
six-volt electrics were a failure on dark, wet nights. As 
for rust, my 356C was worse than even my Alfa 
Giulietta. I stripped it to bare metal and learned how to 
weld and lead-load to get it patched up again. 

Nor was the 911 SC that came along later a paragon 
of dependability. Once we’d fixed the hydraulic chain 
tensioner problem and the ‘exploding’ air box, it 
cracked all its head studs so they had to be replaced 
with properly engineered items made in America. 
Then there’s the intermediate shaft bearing failures in 
water-cooled 911s and Boxsters, and the bore-scoring 
issue. Most marques suffer from a percentage of 
mechanical failures, of course, but Porsche types seem 
to think their favourite marque doesn't. Well, it does. 

So what should be my next classic car? A discreet 
1959 356A Coupé with a mildly tuned engine, 
rustproofed body and 12-volt electrics. What a useable 
classic car that would be. 


ROBERT COUCHER 
Robert grew up with classic 
cars, and has owned a 
Lancia Aurelia B20 GT, 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta 

and Porsche 356C. He 
currently uses his properly 
sorted 1955 Jaguar XK140 
as his daily driver, and is 

a founding editor of Octane. 


TAILORED FINANCE 
FOR STUNNING CARS 


Call one of our experts now for a competitive quote on ¥, TRUSTPILOT 
020 3355 0047 or visit jbrcapital.com 


Finance and terms subject to status. Advances between £25,000 and £10m. * * * * * 


IGNITION / Gearbox 


SIR GERALD ACHER 


Chairman of Brooklands Museum and endurance rallyist 
in everything from Edwardian Talbot to Lancia Ardea 


Interview and photography James Elliott 


1. We moved to Cobham in 2000 and 
started a Conservation and Heritage Trust. 
For the past 12 years our heritage day has 
had a fundraising plastic duck race; we 
race 8000 of them down the River Mole. 


2. My wife Joyce and | enjoy horticulture 

— she looks after the garden and | grow 
fruit and veg. | won this trophy last year for 
growing the best onions in Cobham! 


3. When the speedo failed on our 403 

a week before my wife rallied it on the 
London-Lisbon, | contacted Bristol and 
Brian Morelli had one on the shelf that had 
been there since 1953. It cost me £40. 
That was the magic of Bristol and why we 
have had a 411 (I did 150,000 miles in that 
one), a 405 drophead and still have a 403. 


4. On the 2007 Peking to Paris we sniffed 
out a welder in Mongolia to repair my Ford 
Model A. Afterwards, he took us to meet 
his family and we spent a wonderful few 
hours with them. We exchanged gifts: | 
gave him three Snickers bars; he gave us 
a sheep’s shoulder bone for good fortune. 


5. | left school at 16, but won two first 
prizes in my accountancy exams, setting 
me on a career that culminated in being 
senior partner of KPMG’s London Office. | 
used a Facit calculating machine in the ’60s 
and saved this one from an office move. 


6. After KPMG, | was deputy chairman at 
Camelot for 13 years and it was great fun. 
This was my retirement present: the balls 
are real ones used in the lottery machines. 


7. This ivory-handled knife was found up 
the chimney in our house, which dates 
back to the 1400s. It would have been put 
up there to ward away evil spirits in the 
1600s and is a fine example of why we are 
fascinated by heritage and conservation. 


8. In my youth, my hobby was rockclimbing. 
| took many pictures from halfway up a cliff 
face with an early German Rollei 35. Some 
of my climbing was done on the limestone 
cliffs in Dorset and | would tick them off in 
my guidebook. | did 50 different climbs. 


9. Bruce Young and | did the inaugural 
Peking to Paris in 1997 in my 1932 Aston 
Martin 11/2 New International. We had 

a terrible time with magnetos and rear 
tyres, but we made it thanks to Bruce’s 
preparation and driving it carefully. We 
won the Spirit of the Rally Award. 


10. Just before the Thunder Dragon Rally 
in Bhutan | took the Ford for final testing 
and noticed the clutch was slipping very 
slightly. Taking off the propshaft UJ cover, 
this is what we found — the UJs were 
disintegrating, but knowing the Model A 
it would still have completed the rally! 


CELEBRATING 


er AU GIIONEERS See 
ee ee m4 — as THE CLASSIC COLLECTOR Satins satan 
eS ’ 

-. ———— = 
— 


a 


VL ~ 


£450, 000- 550, 000% 

=" -. ; 
- “Watranied 15,000 miles from new ~ ea 
- The most original Sie Bentley in the seat ? 


$e. segs aa 195 . le 0, 
1929 Bentley 4.5 Litre ‘Le Mans’ Style Tourer s j : 
£750, 000 - 850,000" : Yy 
, id ; ma Se: ~ , 


. — a ‘matching numbers’ car Saad new to the Saviour of Bentley and three time 


: “Le Mans winner PST. Woolf Barnato Re) Soe : 
tet. = e =a Se |W Go 


An Auction of Vintage & Classic Cars 
The Imperial War Museum Duxford | Wednesday 17th October 2018 


1936 MG TA 3 — e — ——— 5 1966 Jaguar E-Type 4.2 Coupe 
Estimate: £18,000 - 22,000* ne ss SES : > ae tases < Estimate: No Reserve* 


1961 Jaguar E-Type 3.8 ‘External Bonnet Lock’ Rundéier 
Estimate: £340,000 - 380,000* 


NOW ACCEPTING ENTRIES 


+44 (0)1925 2100385 | www.HandH.co.uk 


*All hammer prices are subject to a Buyer’s Premium of 12.5% (+ VAT) 


GT Classic sourtn arrica 


AN EPIC 
MOTORING. . 
EXPERIENCE 


1-9 NOVEMBER 2019 
3000KM | 8 DAYS | 5 RACE TRACKS 


A thrilling event:allowing you to exercise your roadgoing Sports.or 
orts Racing Car built between 1950 and 1975 on some of the world’s 
t roads and exciting race tracks, whilst taking in the tip of the 
African Continent’s spectacular scenery. 


For entry information visit 


Brought to you by Speedstream Events, Organisers of www.thegtclassic.com 
the South African Historic Grand Prix Festival or email info@speedstreamgroup.com 


IGNITION / Letters 


Testing - and living with - the Jaguar XJ6 


CONGRATULATIONS on 
your extensive coverage in 
Octane 183 of the Jaguar XJ6 

~ and the fabulous cover photo 
— in its SOth year, and for 
recognising it as the ground- 
breaker it was. 

Your driving impressions 
seem rather charitable to the 
2.8-litre engine, which never 
really provided Jaguar-like 
performance, and its frenetic 
nature when pressed is at 
variance with the stunning 
refinement of the rest of the car. 

You mention the independent 
rear suspension being carried 
over from the previous saloons, 
but this was a fairly late change. 
Originally the system was to be 
a completely new design, doing 
away with the twin spring/ 
damper arrangement each side, 
and being not unlike the XJ40 
seen 18 years later. I spent many 
hours pavé testing it at MIRA in 
prototype XJ4/1, towards the 
end of my apprenticeship, and 
have dug out the attached print 
that shows me hamming it up 
for the camera in XJ4/4 in 1966 
or ’67. To think I was getting 
paid for such a thing! 


[Chief vehicle engineer] Bob 
Knight told me that one of the 
key requirements should be 
that, when Mercedes-Benz 
inspected it, they would 
conclude that it was held 
up by its own boot-straps... 

The carry-over system didn’t 
do a bad job, however, the car’s 
greatest achievement being to 
obliterate the received wisdom 
that you couldn't have 
limousine comfort and sports 
car handling in the same car. Its 
downside was its sensitivity to 
build variations, in particular 
the stiffness of its multiple 
rubber mounting bushes, and 
body inaccuracies that would 
cause wind noise. 

In the run-up to the XJ40 
launch I criticised the damper 
settings and was told that 
they were the result of two 
weeks’ intensive development. 
Someone then pointed out that 
the XJ6’s had taken a year. 

Not every XJ6 that left 
the factory was a good one 
but, as an example of the 
automotive engineer's art, 
it remains peerless. 

Peter Taylor, Warwick 


THIRTY-THREE years ago 
Iran a 15-year-old XJ6, a SWB 
4.2 auto, every day for work. 

I could easily service the car 
and it towed ‘HWM 1’ - my 
HWM. Jaguar — the 600 miles 
to Silverstone and back many 
times in great comfort. 

Glen Waddington’s article on 
the 2.8 XJ6 brought back happy 
memories but 40 years ago we 
shied away from the 2.8 because 
of its reputation for holed 
pistons. My 4.2’s only crime was 
thirst — I rarely got better than 
16mpg - but this was offset by 
a complete lack of depreciation. 

I don't think it would be 
practical for an amateur to run 


a 15-year-old Jaguar today, or 
indeed most other modern cars 
riddled with electronics. Not 
having a need for endless 
gizmos telling me things I don’t 
want to know, I feel the only real 
progress has been the significant 
improvement in fuel economy. 
The ridiculous fashion for 
low-profile tyres has produced 
an inferior ride in many cases 
and tyres that last half as long. 

I had four XJ6s and they were 
great cars, but my last Sovereign 
was Starting to get a little 
complicated for me, with its fuel 
injection, which made only a 
small improvement in economy. 
Kirk Rylands, Cumbria 


Letter of the Month wins a beautiful Toccata 
watch by Raymond Weil, worth £595 


This elegant, classically styled men’s timepiece features 
a quartz movement inside a stainless steel 42mm case, 
and a stunning blue galvanic dial with appliqué indexes 
and date window, protected by a sapphire crystal. 

It is water resistant to 5atm and supplied on a black 
calf leather strap with an alligator grain finish. 

Raymond Weil is one of a handful of Swiss 
watchmakers that remain in family hands. The Toccata 
name reflects the Weil family’s interest in music, which 
has led to many of the watch collections bearing 
raymond-weil.com 


musically themed names. 
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IGNITION / Letters 


Opportunity knocks 


Your cover feature in Octane 181 


about the Aston Martin DB4 
GT Zagato, ‘2 VEV’, brought 
back many memories. 

My first two motoring loves 
were Aston Martin and Jaguar, 
and I bought my first Aston — a 
114-litre Le Mans — in 1957 for 
£100. The second was a highly 
tuned black DB2, ex-Tommy 
Sopwith, which in turn was 
replaced by an ex-racing XK120. 
Jaguar XKs have always been 
prominent in my motoring life, 
while other DB Astons came 
and went. 

A Zagato was way beyond my 
financial pocket at the time and 
when the local Aston agent for 
Gloucestershire, Plough Motors 
of Stonehouse, acquired one, I 
had to go and take a look. The 
car was the third of the special 
DP209 Zagatos, registered 
63 PH from memory. 

Plough Motors sold it to a 
Mr John Walker, and some time 
later I heard that he had crashed 
it at Castle Combe. Through my 
friend Ted Walker — not related, 
but the well-known proprietor 
of Ferret Fotographics — I made 
contact, and Mr Walker told me 
he would consider selling it in 
its damaged condition. It had 
been taken to a small specialist 
garage near Chippenham, where 
the engine and drivetrain had 
been removed and the body/ 
chassis unit, being fairly light, 
had been strung up to the 
ceiling rafters in the workshop 
to save space! 
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The front end damage was 
fairly substantial, but I seized 
the opportunity to buy it for 
£5000. Word soon spread that 
I had acquired the Aston and, 
after calculating the cost of the 
repairs, I realised I would be 
struggling to afford them and 
with the offer of a substantial 
profit I reluctantly sold it. 

I believe Bob Smith of RS 
Panels repaired the body, while 
David Cottingham rebuilt the 
mechanics at his small 
Northwood Garage - long 
before he became better known 
as co-founder of Ferrari 
specialist DK Engineering. 

My one consolation was that, 
with debts paid off, I could now 
purchase the ex-David Piper 
7-litre Cobra for £6000! And so 
the story continued. In my old 
age I still have a ‘hot rod’ 
XK120, in Aqua Verde. 

John May, Gloucestershire 


Not quite so Speciale? 
Having read the article about 
the Maserati Ghibli SSS in 
Octane 183, quite by chance 
while browsing through my 
back issues I came across an 
article in Octane 49 about a 
Maserati Ghibli Speciale. 

The first paragraph begins: 
‘In January 1968, a very 
particular Maserati customer 
visited Modena with an idea for 
a one-off Ghibli — the only 
bespoke Ghibli the factory 
would ever produce. 

I wonder how Dottore Enrico 
Wax of Genoa felt when the SSS 


was ordered just over a year 
later, to make his car not 
so Speciale? 

I do wonder if Maserati 
pandered to their big spenders 
by letting them think they had 
one-ofts. The lack of social 
media in those days might have 
allowed it to keep the owners 
in isolation from each other 
regarding the specification of 
their respective cars. 

Paul Gray, Tyne and Wear 


Fan of a certain fastback 
I was over the moon with your 
Bullitt cover feature in Octane 
182. As you can see from the 
attached photo, I am a bit of 

a fan of both film and car, and 
I have 14 diecast models of the 
latter to date. 

Unfortunately I cannot afford 
a’68 Mustang fastback in 
Highland Green but I do have a 
1958 Ford Zodiac Mk2 and a 
Kawasaki GPZ500 to keep my 
octane flowing. 

Paul Massee, Kent 


Sponsoring the SD1 

I was very interested to read 
your feature on the Rover SD1 
Touring Car in Octane 182. 

In the 1980s I worked at AE 
Auto Parts, the aftermarket 
division of Associated 
Engineering, and our two 
best-known brands were 
Hepolite (pistons and rings) 
and Glacier (engine bearings), 
the two primary sponsors of this 
car and its driver. 

The article mentions the late 
David Gardner, who was a 
colleague of mine and a really 
nice guy. When Steve Soper 
won the British Saloon Car 
Championship in 1983 we were 
all delighted. We had some 


models of the liveried Rover 
made up as giveaways; I had 
one, but sadly it was lost when 
I moved to the US in 1986. 

After Steve’s win, it was 
announced by our new MD 
that we were pulling out of 
sponsorship. I think the spend 
in those days was about one 
million pounds per season. 

The brands, Hepolite and 
Glacier, live on — but mainly 
in classic car circles, as the 
factories supplied most of the 
British car and motorcycle 
marques for many decades. 
The company was based in 
Bradford, Yorkshire, and 
another colleague of mine was 
president of the Jowett Car Club 
in those days. Very Bradford! 
Tan Levitt, Nashville, USA 


Missing movies 
Whoa, whoa, whoa there, Sir! 
“The best movie cars’ in Octane 
182 without Two Lane 
Blacktop’s 1955 454ci Chevy, 
the Christine Plymouth Fury, 
or even Smokey and the Bandit’s 
1977 Trans Am (the movie that 
made Trans Am sales take off )? 
My favourite would be Dirty 
Mary, Crazy Larry’s simply 
wonderful ’69 Dodge Charger 
440, thundering its way across 
rural America. Maybe these 
films were considered too 
low-brow to be featured? 
Brian Ward, Cheshire 


As the world’s biggest ‘Christine’ 
fan, I’m with you, Brian — but the 
selection featured was Stephen 
Bayley’s personal choice, and he 
just would not be told... 

Mark Dixon 


Write to 

Octane Letters, 

Dennis Publishing, 

Bedford Technology Park, 
Thurleigh, MK44 2YA, UK 
letters@octane-magazine.com 


Please include your name, 
address and a daytime 
telephone number. Letters 
may be edited for clarity, 
and views expressed are not 
necessarily those of Octane. 
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Nothing but the best. 


Engine overhaul, bodywork repair or upholstery, our specialists 
face every job. Engine dynamometer and frame straightener 
ensure perfection down to the detail, because Kienle-restored 
vehicles are compared with the best - with Mercedes Benz. 


pboto: 
GAUKLERSTUDIOS 


41000 > Main Sponsor 
AIGLIA of the Mille Miglia 


As the leading specialist for the restoration of Mercedes-Benz 
<_ l) e— | a a — vehicles we have been setting quality standards for partial and 
anes complete restorations, repairs and maintenance for over three 
decades now. In addition, we own one of the world’s largest stock 


. . 
l| | (] ill (] fl p t fl l] k of original parts and high-quality re-manufactured parts, and 
prepare expert appraisals for Mercedes-Benz vehicles. 


We are looking for classic Mercedes-Benz vehicles. 


The World Of Classic Cars - Restoration And Trading Offer us your vintage cat, we gual 


professional brokerage service or buy directly. 


71254 Heimerdingen (near Stuttgart) - Max-Planck-Str. 4 - Germany 


Tel. (49) 7152/901 63-0 « Fax (49) 7152/901 63-115 Please ask for a portrait of our company available as brochure or DVD for € 10,- each. 
www.kienle.com - email: info@kienle.com Hours of business: Weekdays 8 am - 6pm and Saturdays 9am-2pm 
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Visit our large showroom with over 50 classic cars for sale! 
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In the beginning there was the Porsche 356-1 
— mid-engined precursor of everything that 
followed. Andrew English drives it 


| PORSCHE AT /0 
THE ORIGINAL 


ou have to do a Walter 


Rohrl on the pedals, says 
Jan Heidak, engineer 
with Porsche’s museum. 


He ain't kidding. With 
temperatures rising, this 
priceless car’s red oil-pressure warning light 
has become a constant companion. 

The air-and-oil-cooled engine is heating 
up, which thins the oil, which reduces the oil 
pressure, which means you have to keep up 
the revs to keep up the oil pressure, which 
heats up the engine... 

Add to this death spiral the clutch- 
pumping Bern traffic and the most precious 
and difficult gearbox in the Porsche canon 
(it’s unique), and this is the most nerve- 
wracking drive imaginable. ‘Don’t break it’ 
is one of the most oft-given pieces 
of advice. And I’m oft-reminded 
that Number One - the ‘first ever’ 
Porsche - will leave here for 
Porsche 70 displays in other parts 
of the world. Important ones. 

Yes, this is a big year for Porsche. 
It’s 70 years since Ferdinand 
Porsche started building cars 
under his own name - although 
this is complicated because 
Number One was originally called 
VW Sport and there are also some who think 
that the first Porsche was actually the 1939 
streamlined VW Tipo 64... 

The man himself was largely a self-trained 
prodigy. In 1897 he joined carriage-maker 
Lohner from the electrical company that 
became Brown Boveri, where he trained and 
became a manager. At Lohner, Porsche's 
precocious talent delivered the first-ever 
petrol/electric hybrid car; he then moved to 
Austro-Daimler, where he designed the 
streamlined 85hp Prince Henry, and then to 
Daimler as technical director, where he 
designed the Mercedes-Benz SSK. 

After falling out with Daimler and being 
made redundant from Steyr, Porsche formed 
his own company in 1931, calling it 
(snappily) Dr. Ing. h.c. Ferdinand Porsche 
GmbH, Konstruktionsbiiro fiir Motoren- und 
Fahrzeugbau. It translates as ‘a design office 
for engine and motor-vehicle construction. 
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There were three principal investors: 
Ferdinand, his son-in-law Anton Piéch, and 
Adolf Rosenberger, the last two each 
contributing about 10% of the starting 
capital (3000 Reichsmarks), with 
Rosenberger as managing director and an 
establishment consisting of several of 
Ferdinand’s former colleagues, including 
Austrian engineer/designers Karl Rabe, 
Franz Xaver Reimspiess and Erwin 
Komenda, plus his son Ferry Porsche. 

Few histories make mention of 
Rosenberger, but he was an important figure. 
A former works Mercedes driver, he more 
than once bailed out the company and he 
introduced Porsche to the management of 
Auto Union. He was a Jew in Nazi Germany, 
though, and, seeing the political direction of 
the Nazi party, he entrusted his shareholding 


‘Porsche had experience 
of mid-engined cars with his 
Auto Union race designs — but 
it’s a packaging nightmare’ 


to a friend, who helped him to escape the 
clutches of the Gestapo when he was arrested 
for ‘racial crimes. He changed his name 
twice, at first emigrating to France, then 
Britain, representing Porsche in both 
countries. In 1939 he emigrated to the US, 
eventually taking citizenship. 

At the end of World War Two, Porsche and 
Piéch wrote him begging letters and he sent 
food and money. Yet when the Volkswagen 
plant was up and running and paying 
Porsche a handsome royalty for each Beetle 
sold, Rosenberger sued for a return of his 
assets and in 1950 received a derisory 
settlement that included a VW Beetle. 

It’s an unedifying part of the Porsche 
legend, and there are others. Hans Ledwinka, 
for example, the brilliant Austrian engineer 
who designed the Tatra 97, which pioneered 
what became the VW Beetle’s backbone 
chassis, independent swing-axle suspension 


and rear-mounted, horizontally opposed, 
air-cooled engine. Porsche later admitted: 
‘I might have looked over Ledwinka’s 
shoulder, but in 1965 Volkswagen settled 
with Tatra out of court for (an alleged) 
one million Deutsche Marks. 

None of this takes away from Porsche's 
brilliance, but it confirms the fine edge of 
Ruhr-forged steel behind some of his 
business practices. Commissioned work 
for Porsche’s new company included a 
Wanderer saloon, the Kiibelwagen, the Elefant 
Panzerjdger tank, plus Hitler’s People’s Car — 
the Beetle — and the Type 64. 

Not that Ferdinand had an easy war. He, 
Piéch and Ferry were arrested in France 
when the French Government demanded 
that Porsche move his factory there as part 
of war reparations. When this was refused, 
they imprisoned Porsche senior 
and Piéch for 22 months for 
Nazi collaboration. Ferry was 
released after six months and 
returned to his father’s company 
to build it up once again. 

The firm had been moved out of 
Stuttgart to Gmiind in Austria to 
avoid Allied bombing raids and 
Ferry had to organise work for 
his 200-strong firm; ‘engineers, 
metalworkers, welders, trimmers, all sorts, 
says Alexander Klein, manager of Porsche's 
historic car collection. ‘He needed to get out 
and apply for work. 

Ferry Porsche applied his logic to the 
needs of the time: agricultural equipment, 
mowers, tractors, winches and water pumps 
were designed and built. Klein has studied 
Rabe’s diary, which gives the day-to-day life 
of the company in minute detail. 

‘Rabe had also to organise the 
refurbishment of the company’s offices 
and workshops, says Klein, ‘and he had to 
report to the Allied powers about how the 
business was going. It’s incredibly detailed, 
right down to the type of wine they'd have 
with clients. 

Contract work with the Italian firm of 
Cisitalia for a Grand Prix car proved the key 
to Ferdinand Porsche's release from French 


jail, with the Italian football player, race > 


Above and below 
Andrew English takes the wheel 
of the irreplaceable Porsche 356 

Number One, which is an 
extremely rare privilege; period 
shots of the car as first built reveal 
a single-piece engine cover that’s 
no longer with the car; Ferdinand 
Porsche himself (left) shows Adolf 
Hitler the Beetle (below right). 
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driver and businessman Piero Dusio 
fronting-up a kind of bail/ransom to release 
Porsche in order to repurpose his unraced 
supercharged 1.5-litre flat-12 Auto Union 
design as the Cisitalia 360. 

Perhaps that’s what persuaded Porsche 
that he could make his own car, thinks Klein. 
The first mentions of the 356 are in Rabe’s 
diary entry for July 1947, including a tubular 
frame and mid-mounted, air-cooled VW 
engine, with the Beetle also supplying 
transmission, axles, steering, 16in wheels 
and drum brakes. The body on the 8Sin 
wheelbase was designed by Erwin Komenda. 

And why the mid-engined configuration? 
Porsche had experience of mid-engined cars 
with his Auto Union race designs, and in 
pure handling terms a mid-engined 
configuration is a terrific solution — but it’s a 
packaging nightmare. That’s why Number 
One remains unique. As Klein points out, it 
took another 14 years for the first mid- 
engined production road car, the Bonnet 
Djet, to go into production. 

‘Ergonomics were incredibly important to 
Porsche; how you sit in the car, says Klein. 
“There is the engine right behind the seats. 
It’s hot. I can confirm that, as the little engine 
is thrashing hot air into the bulkhead, which 
is heating the seats and making my back 
sweat. “There is also cabin space, which is 


72 


‘With a mere 35bhp 
from the 1131cce 
flat-four engine, 

we have a Titanic 
battle with a small 
moped. It wins’ 


iim 


much better with the rear-engined cars, says 
Klein. ‘Porsche wanted a two-plus-two layout 
for the production cars. 

Certainly your initial thought on jumping 
into Number One from the production 356 
model is to wonder where all the space has 
gone. The sills are hugely wide, which is fine 
for strength, but they push the two passengers 
so close together that engaging the far-flung 
third gear inevitably means crunching your 
fingers into the passenger’s left knee; if only 
Porsche had been able to bring forward its 
Tiptronic and PDK ’boxes... 

There is also the layout of the rear 
suspension, based on a ground-up redesign 
of the Type 64, the Type 114, which was a 
reversed Beetle arrangement, where trailing 
arms become leading arms, which can lead 


to some tail-happy moments. ‘It isn’t the 
most balanced system, admits Klein, 
although it’s difficult to be absolutely certain 
since Number One’s L-section Dunlops are 
already slipping on Bern’s tram tracks. 

In fact, Ferry Porsche knew all this: in 
1948 he and his father tested the unpainted 
Number One prototype on the roads round 
Gmiund. Rabe’s diary shows that there were 
issues including deformation of the rear of 
the car and it’s an indication of the two 
Porsche’s misgivings about the configuration 
that the rear-engined 356 was already in 
development at that time. 

“We built that car only for experience, 
explained Ferry Porsche in 1984. ‘It was to 
see how light we could go and how many VW 
parts we would need. 

So we park the overheating Number One 
and wait, watching radiated heat fizzle into 
the Swiss mountain air. Switzerland has a 
close connection with Porsche's car-making 
beginnings, most of the steel for this and the 
first 356 models having been sourced 
through the country. In July 1948, Number 
One made its debut at the Bern GP and 
journalists were invited to drive, including 
Robert Braunschweig from Automobil-Revue, 
which published the first road test. 

That September, Porsche received an 


export licence, and in December, Number > 
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One became the first officially registered 
Porsche. It was supplied to Bernhard Blank, 
who rather through chance became a major 
investor in Porsche and the company’s first 
salesman and Swiss partner. 

It was Blank who sold Number One to 
Zurich architect Peter Kaiser for CHF7500. 
It was also Blank who arranged for the 
Beutler coachworks to inspect Number One 
and successfully bid for the work building 
bodies for the first 356 models - 52 of them 
— in aluminium; subsequent cars had steel 
bodies. So when the first production rear- 
engined 356 was shown at the 1949 Geneva 
motor show, it was already sold, by Blank, 
to the aviatrix Jolantha Maria Tschudi. She 
paid CHF17,000 for the privilege. 

But to Number One is where this year’s 
attention will be directed and, whatever 
misgivings there might be about the 
company’s formative years, it’s difficult not 
to like this tiny two-seater, even though it’s 
slow and hot. Despite its feather-like weight 


of only $8S5kg, with a mere 35bhp out of its 
1131cc flat-four engine, you need to 
(carefully) work that gearbox and fourth gear 
is incredibly long, so on the Swiss mountains 
it’s rarely used. Despite reports at the time of 
incredible performance, quoted acceleration 
from rest to 62mph is 23 seconds and top 
speed is 84mph. On one road we have a 
Titanic battle with a small moped. It wins. 
And while the ride is commendably good 
over the few bumps that manicured Swiss 
roads throw at us, the handling, with the 
vague steering and that weaselly back end, 
leaves much to be desired. Automobil-Revue 
observed that ‘the car is responsive and 
stable in tight curves. Rather them than me. 
Number One passed through several 
hands and was even fitted with a modern 
1.5-litre engine and new brakes by Porsche 
for one owner. When Porsche bought it back 
in 1958 (swapped for a new 356 Speedster), 
its coachwork had been radically altered. 
Various attempts have been made to get it 


1948 Porsche 356 Number One 


back to original condition, though Klein 
admits just which ‘original condition’ is the 
source of some debate; it’s currently finished 
in Boxster silver rather than the original grey. 

So, while it might not be fantastically 
original, it is utterly authentic - and 
captivating. The simple dashboard with its 
central speedometer and the frameless 
windscreen are as pure as the designers 
intended, and Komenda’s touch on the 
bodywork is so light it takes your breath 
away, with just one line describing the front 
to the back — though the engine cover should 
be a one-piece panel rather than two. 

Number One reminds me of what we’d 
all hoped Grant Larson’s 1993 Boxster 
concept would turn into when Porsche gave 
it the production go-ahead, only for it to 
be dumbed-down. Some might think that 
Porsches generally aren't great-looking 
things, but this one, Number One, most 
assuredly is. 

Even if its gearbox is terrible. 


Engine 1131cc flat-four, air-cooled, mid-mounted, SOHC and one carburettor per bank 
Power 35bhp @ 4000rpm Transmission Four-speed manual transaxle behind engine, rear-wheel drive 
Steering Worm and roller Suspension Front: trailing arms, torsion bars, hydraulic dampers. Rear: leading arms, 
torsion bars, hydraulic dampers Brakes Drums Weight 585kg Top speed 84mph 0-60mph 23sec 
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77 cars from 11 countries. T OOO 
56 of them shipped by 
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And Porsche needed the USA too. 


Delwyn Mallett tells the story of how, 
with importer Max Hoffman, 
the 356 conquered America 
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THE PORSCHE 356 in its Stuttgart-built, mass- 
produced form was still a decade in the future, but June 
1941 was to become one of the most important dates 
in its history. It was the month in which Vienna-born 
Jewish émigré and super-salesman Maximilian Edwin 
Hoffmann (soon to be known simply as Max Hoffman 
— with one ‘n’) landed in New York, fleeing Nazi- 
occupied Europe. As sole importer to the US, at his 
peak Max would account for 70% of Zuffenhausen’s 
production. Without Hoffman, Porsche would not 
have grown as it did during the 1950s. 

At that moment thoughts of producing a sports car 
were far from the minds of Ferdinand Porsche and son 
Ferry. The German war machine was in full spate and 
seemed unstoppable. Ferdinand Porsche’s staff were 
busy designing tanks and other military hardware and 
on 22 June, Hitler, buoyed by his army’s success and 
his own megalomania, made the fatal error of invading 
Russia and opening up a war on two fronts. 

On 7 December, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and 
declared war on the United States, and, in the words of 
Japanese admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, ‘the sleeping 
giant was awakened and filled with a terrible resolve’ 
Four days later Hitler also declared war on the US. 

Soon millions of young Americans found themselves 
overseas, exposed to ways of life quite unlike anything 
they had experienced. The GIs posted to Britain in 
particular, apart from falling in love with our girls, also 
seemed to fall in love with English sports cars, the 
diminutive but rakish and lively MG foremost among 
them, and the seeds of America’s love affair with the 
sports car were sown. Enough servicemen returned 
home with glowing tales of the “Yurpeen’ sports 
machines to start a groundswell of interest in the US. 

Born in Vienna in 1904 to a Catholic mother and a 
Jewish father, Hoffman as a youngster worked in his 
father’s bicycle manufacturing business. He started 
racing motorcycles while still a teenager, moving from 
two wheels to four with an Amilcar in the 1930s. Max 
continued to race until his blossoming car import 
business, Hoffmann & Huppert, demanded more of 
his attention. 

By the time the Nazis annexed Austria in 1938, 
Hoffmann was the importer for Rolls-Royce, Bentley, 
Alfa Romeo, Talbot and Delahaye, and the first agent 
outside Sweden for Volvo: a class act, at the top end of 
the market. But Max could see trouble ahead for the 
Jewish population and headed to Paris. And when the 
Germans arrived there too, the New World beckoned. 

For a car salesman he arrived in the States at the 
wrong time, just as domestic production ceased and 
the factories switched to military ordnance. 
Undaunted, he started a business producing cheap 
costume jewellery and by 1947 he was able to open a 
car showroom on New York's prestigious Park Avenue. 
His intention to continue where he left off in Vienna 
was evident in that the first car he displayed was a 
Delahaye with Figoni et Falaschi coachwork. His 
interest was purely in importing European cars and 


Above and right 

Max Hoffmann sold 70% of 
Porsche's total output in the USA. 
Ferdinand and Ferry Porsche had 
hoped for five cars per year... 


Hoffman did more than anyone else to introduce 
Americans to the European automobile, representing 
Alfa Romeo, Allard, Aston Martin, Austin, Bentley, 
BMW, Cooper, Fiat, Jaguar, Jowett, Lancia, Lea- 
Francis, Mercedes-Benz, Morgan, Porsche, Rolls- 
Royce, Rover, Simca, Volkswagen and probably more. 

He was a great admirer of Professor Porsche, whom 
he had met before the war, and when, in 1950, 
respected Swiss journalist Max Troesch alerted him to 
the new 356, he quickly arranged for two to be 
imported. In the October he travelled to Paris to meet 
the Porsches at the Salon de l’Automobile, then 
Europe's most important auto show. 

Tucked away in a corner on a tiny stand, the Porsches 
were launching their Stuttgart-built 356, showing a 
coupé and a cabriolet. A discreet sign on the stand 
declared ‘1900 Porsche 1950° As fate would have it, 
exactly 50 years had elapsed since Ferdinand Porsche 
had displayed his very first automobile design, the 
electric-powered Lohner-Porsche, at this very same 
venue, and it’s not difficult to imagine the emotions 
that the Professor must have experienced. 

A deal was struck for Max to represent Porsche in 
the US and the first cars were soon making their way 
across the Atlantic. Famously, Ferry Porsche hoped 
that Hoffman would be able to sell five cars a year, to 
which Max replied that if he couldn't sell five a week he 
wasn't interested. Max didn’t hit his target in 1951, 
managing to shift a mere 32 cars, but sales started to 
gather momentum from then on, and in 1952 he upped 
a gear and moved 283 cars — 20% of the factory’s 
output — and by 1954 Max had more than doubled his 
prediction and was selling 11 cars a week. 

Max, like Ferry Porsche, was a firm believer in ‘race 
on Sunday, sell on Monday’ and he was an active 
participant in the European-style road racing scene 
that was rapidly gaining popularity on the East Coast. 
Racing was good publicity for the odd little German 
car with the engine at the wrong end, and it was easier 
to sell the expensive cars to competition-minded 


weekend racers looking for class wins than to Joe > 
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‘Finally, by 1954, a 
Porsche could be yours 
for less than $3000 — 


albeit only $5 less’ 
iim 


Public. From day one, Porsches were cars for enthusiasts 
and that enthusiasm was fuelled by Porsche’s own 
participation and success in racing and rallying. 

Porsche sales represented a mere drop in the vast US 
automotive ocean. In 1950, US output was 8 million 
cars: Ford alone contributed 1.2 million, Chevrolet 
bested that with 1.5 million, and even luxury brand 
Cadillac produced a record 100,000 cars. The scale of 
the task facing Hoffman should not be underestimated 
— the little 114-litre Porsche was competing against the 
car of the moment, the svelte and far more potent 
Jaguar XK120 that cost $300 less! 

It was also far more expensive than the MG TD, 
which was advertised for $1850. In 1950, 2810 MG 
TDs were imported, 5766 in ’51, peaking at 9901 in 
1953. Max was also trying to interest Americans in 
the VW Beetle — yours for $1325 - but abandoned 
what he saw as an uphill struggle in 1953. It’s a decision 
that he ruefully admitted years later to have been one 
of his rare errors. 

On the West Coast, another Viennese émigré would 
enter the frame and make his own considerable 
contribution to Porsche’s success. John von Neumann 
ran a small North Hollywood speed shop called 
Competition Motors and, on a trip to New Yorkin ’S1, 
having known Hoffman in Vienna, he dropped by his 
showroom. Inevitably, he drove home in a Porsche. 
The first to ‘go west: More soon followed. The road- 
racing craze had taken sunny California by storm and 
very soon von Neumann was not only demonstrating 


Left and below 

Ferry and Butzi Porsche in New York 
with 356; Hoffman advertises its 
impressive sporting credentials. 


the little Porsche’s prowess as a track car but supplying 
the Hollywood set with the sleek new coupé. 

Price continued to be a problem for Max and he kept 
the pressure on Ferry Porsche to build a ‘cheap’ 
stripped-down base model that could double as a 
weekend racer and could sell for under $3000 - as he 
pointed out in one of his many letters, at $4500 a 
Porsche was more expensive than a Cadillac and you 
could buy two Buicks, three Chevrolets or three Fords 
for the same money. He presented Porsche with a 
comprehensive list of requirements, of which a 
reduction in weight was a priority, and also specified 
details such as an easily removable windscreen. 

Porsche reluctantly responded with the short-lived 
aluminium-bodied America Roadster. This failed to 
meet Hoffman's criteria on price and, backed up by von 
Neumann, he kept up the pressure. Porsche’s second 
attempt was a resounding success — the immortal 
Speedster. Finally, in 1954, Hoffman was able to 
advertise that a Porsche could be yours for less than 
$3000 - albeit only $5 less. It’s hard to imagine a car 
better suited to the sunny climes of California, where 
the majority of Speedsters found a home. Very quickly 
the Speedster began to displace the MG TD as the up- 
to-1500cc mount of choice in club racing. Many of the 
great names in American motorsport earned their 
racing spurs at the wheel of a Speedster. 

In 1955 the machine that whisked teen idol James 
Dean to a premature appointment with St Peter arrived 


THE FINEST IN THE Pe! 
Ye LITRE CLASS ‘Seon 


° = 
OPPOSED 4-CYLINDER ai) 


AIRCOOLED REAR ENGINE } 
¥ ~ 
‘ 
bY a . ~ WORLD RECORDS 
gee ESTABLISHED AT 
, (] MONTLHERY 
XS \ 


117 MPH FOR 6 HOURS 


— OCT. 4, 1951 


et oaremutoce 


HOFFMAN 


AAROEST (mPpoRTER in wt OF 
FINE EUROPEAN AUTOMOBILES 


NEW YoRR + CHICAGO 


= y- vertising feature 
= 


Porsche Classic 


Restoracing Competition 


Porsche Centres Bolton, Nottingham, 
Wolverhampton and Wilmslow have 
each been busy over the past six 
months restoring a 986 Porsche 
Boxster S to take part in the Porsche 
Classic Restoracing Competition. 


This year, the Porsche Classic 
Restoracing Competition 2018 
celebrates the 986 Boxster. As in 
previous years, each restored vehicle 
is judged on the quality and execution 
of their restoration, considering 

the condition of the bodywork, 
paintwork and mechanical elements 
of the car. This year, Porsche decided 
to take it one step further, as each 
restored car took to the track to take 
part in a series of races at iconic 
British race tracks including Brands 
Hatch and Silverstone. 


in true racing spirit, each Centre 
was required to select a livery from 
a past Porsche race car for their 
restored Boxster. Each of the four 
centres chose very different livery. 
Porsche Centre Bolton opted for 
the bright blue Wally’s Jeans ‘Lucky 
Spark’ livery, seen on the 1974 
Porsche 911 RSR. Porsche Centre 
Nottingham’s livery was a white 
with red wheels livery inspired by 
Martini Racing. Porsche Centre 
Wolverhampton adopted the 1971 
Porsche 917 ‘Pink Pig’ livery. Finally, 
Porsche Centre Wilmslow’s car was 


Stratstone.com 


Porsche Centre Bolton 
Porsche Centre Nottingham 


info@porschebolton.co.uk 
info@porschenottingham.co.uk 


finished in a bright red and white 
livery associated with the legendary 
1970 Team Salzburg Porsche 917K 
racing Car. 


The restoration work for each of 
our 986 Boxster S competition 
entries was completed by our 
Porsche-trained Technicians, who 
have worked tirelessly to ensure 

the cars are completed to a superb 
standard. These cars not only look 
the part but are also carefully 
designed to withstand the demands 
of three rounds of racing. 


The first two races, taking place 
across May and June, saw the cars 
take to the track at Silverstone 

and Brands Hatch. In May, at 

Brands Hatch, Porsche Centre 
Wolverhampton achieved first 
position in race one and Porsche 
Centre Bolton achieved a win in 
race two. This success was echoed 
in the second race of the series, at 
Silverstone, where Porsche Centre 
Bolton secured another win. All cars 
from our Porsche Centres performed 
well and the excellent restoration 
achievements of our teams were 
evident at both meetings. 


The highly anticipated final race 
meeting will see the Centre teams 
return to Brands Hatch to race at 
the Indy Circuit on 2 September. 


www.porscheboiton.co.uk 
www.porschenottingham.co.uk 


Porsche Centre Wilmslow | info@porschewilmsiow.co.uk | www.porschewilmslow.co.uk 


Porsche Centre Wolverhampton | info@porschewolverhampton.co.uk | www.porschewolverhampton.co.uk 


To find out more about the final race 
of the competition please contact 
your local Porsche Centre. 
Additionally, at the end of the season, 
the cars will be displayed at each 

of our Porsche Centres and will be 
available for purchase. 
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Onwards to victory: Hans 
Herrmann takes a 550 
Spyder to a class win in the 
1954 Carrera Panamericana. 
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in America. The four-cam Carrera-engined 550 Spyder 
(named Spyder at the insistence of Hoffman, who 
argued that a name had far more emotional appeal than 
just a number) and its later derivatives possessed giant- 
killer qualities that ensured that the Porsche name 
would be spoken of with the same degree of respect as 
Ferrari and Jaguar. 

The Hoffman/Porsche relationship, despite the 
sheer volume of cars he was importing, was not entirely 
friction-free and without its problems. After-sales 
service was often not up to Zuffenhausen’s high 
standards and in 1955 Porsche sent over its own man, 
Erich Filius, to liaise with Hoffman. 

It seems inconceivable today, in an age of exclusive 
dealer networks, that in the 1950s Hoffman was not 
only peddling Porsches but Mercedes and BMW and, 
perhaps more significantly from Ferry Porsche's point 
of view, Alfa Romeos - in effect a direct competitor. 
Hoffman had also convinced Alfa to cut the roof off the 
very pretty Giulietta, thus creating a very attractive 
alternative to both the Speedster and the Cabriolet. 
Indeed, Hoffman at one point insisted that when a 
dealer ordered a Porsche he had to take an Alfa too! 

By 1959 it was obvious to Porsche that America 
would continue to be its most important market and so 
formed the Porsche of America Corporation, with six 
independent sales companies spread across the States, 
Hoffman retaining the East Coast. Max was 
compensated financially with a royalty on each car 
imported until the relationship finally expired in 1964. 

Porsche 356 production ceased in 1966, by which 
time 76,313 had been built. The 911, which was 
introduced in 1964, saw a whole new chapter begin for 
Porsche and in the years to come the 911 would for 
many become the ne plus ultra of the sports car world. 


‘The US has been 
Porsche’s largest export 
market since 1951’ 


In 1969, as a result of its joint venture with VW on 
the mid-engined 914, Porsche struck a deal that saw a 
new distribution network set up in both the US and 
Europe. In future Porsches would be sold through a 
newly created Porsche+Audi franchise, which persisted 
until 1984 when Porsche, without prior consultation, 
announced that it was suspending the arrangement 
and creating a new, wholly owned company called 
Porsche Cars North America. This bombshell created 
a backlash so vicious and embarrassing for Porsche 
that, with lawsuits flying at the company from every 
state, chief executive Peter Schutz (Berlin-born but 
raised in Chicago and saviour of the about-to-be-axed 
911) flew in to announce complete capitulation and 
that the status quo would be restored. 

As if this volte face were not embarrassing enough, it 
was Closely followed by a collapse in the dollar that saw 
Porsche sales dive, almost bringing the dollar- 
dependent company to the brink. For the first time in 
its history, it had to put the workforce on short time 
and the real prospect of a takeover loomed. By 1990 
Porsche sales in the US had dipped below 10,000 units 
for the first time in many years and they continued a 
downward slide to 1960s levels: a mere 4400 in 1992. 

Porsche’s brand image was further damaged by the 
debacle of its ultimately doomed attempt to compete 
in the American CART series with the goal of winning 
Indianapolis. The team’s hopeless deficiency led to a 
very public humiliation. There were even mutterings 
about pulling out of the American market altogether. 

The corner was finally turned in the mid-90s with 
the success of the 993 and the introduction of the 
mid-engined Boxster, and, as the millennium 
approached, Porsche’s entry into the SUV arena. By 
2002 Porsche was being heralded as ‘the world’s most 
profitable car maker’ - which led chief executive 
Wendelin Wiedeking, architect of the company’s 
success, to overplay his hand in a failed attempt to 
take over Volkswagen, plunging the company into 
crippling debt. Volkswagen eventually rescued 
Porsche in a reverse takeover, absorbing it into its 
portfolio of brands, where it has continued to prosper 
on an unprecedented scale. 

From the first 32 cars imported in 1951, the US has 
held an unbroken run as Porsche's largest export 
market, and it looks like continuing. In 2017 a record 
$5,000 Porsches were sold in the US out of a total 
production of 246,000 vehicles. 

America, it’s clear, still wants Porsches. 
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PORSCHE’S 
FIRST MONSTER 


Octane’s own Derek Bell was one of the first to race the 917, tales 
of which he has related to Richard Heseltine for a new book. 
These extracts are the highlights of that incredible season 


THE REVS INSTITUTE / ERIC DELLA FAILLE 


Daytona 24 Hours 


‘| remember testing there for the first 
time more than the race itself. | had 
never driven on banking before and 
didn’t really know what to expect. When 
| first drove through the tunnel and into 
the oval area, the place was pretty 
much empty but what an atmosphere! 
Then | heard a car fire up: it was the 917 
| was sharing with Siffert. It was a sunny 
morning, and | can clearly recall 
standing there as Jo came past for the 
first time. The nose was planted, but he 
was struggling to clamp down the rear 
end. The tail wasn’t exactly stepping 
out, but it was moving. Bloody hell, 

| thought, what am | doing here? 

‘But | soon acclimatised. You would 
fly down the back straight and hit 
around 220mph. Jo and Pedro were 
always bullshitting each other about 
where to go flat out and where to back 
off, but | just did the best | could. | didn’t 
get much running beforehand as Jo 
virtually lived in our car, and | honestly 
don't think I ever took the banking 
flat-out after the back straight. 

‘The sister Porsche of Oliver and 
Rodriguez was meant to be the hare 
that would goad the Ferraris into 
overstretching themselves. As it 
happens, it won because the engine 
expired in ours early on with Seppi 
driving. The engine wouldn't take an 
over-rev: at 8100rpm she was fine, but 
at 8200rpm she blew. Much of our 
transmission ended up in the winning 
car after it stuck in gear with less than 
four hours to go.’ 


Buenos Aires 1000 kilometres 


10 JANUA 


The opening round of the 1971 International 
Championship for Manufacturers saw Bell and 
team-mate Jo Siffert head a JW Automotive one-two, 
but nobody felt like celebrating. 

‘| had barely driven a 917 prior to flying out to 
Argentina. | was paired with ‘Seppi’, who did most 
of the driving during practice, while Jackie Oliver and 
Pedro Rodriguez were in the sister car. They ended 
up with pole position while we were third, split by the 
Ferrari 312PB of Arturo Merzario and Ignazio Giunti. 

‘There was a lot of jostling early on, but then 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise’s Matra ran out of fuel just 
before the pits. Marshals were frantically waving 
yellow flags, but Giunti’s Ferrari pulled alongside 
Mike Parkes’ similar car at just the wrong moment 
and struck Beltoise’s car before bouncing down the 
road and catching fire. It took two minutes to get him 
out, by which time he was dead. The race was a 

= shambles. To be honest, | just wanted to get home.’ 


Sebring 12 Hours 


‘Sebring is an old airfield circuit with enough bumps to give you blurred 
vision. It’s tough on man and machine. | was pitched off the track in 
practice after my car’s suspension collapsed, right in front of Mario 
Andretti in a works Ferrari 312PB. 

‘Not that | got much seat time before the start. Seppi would stay in the 
car for as long as possible in practice and, as the new boy, | would drive 
as and when he stepped out. | knew my place, but it was frustrating. 

‘Seppi got into battle with Mark Donohue during the early running. 
Mark, driving the Penske Ferrari 512M, was leading prior to a fuel stop. 
Jo then built up a good-sized cushion only to miss his pit signal and stop 
out on the circuit. He got a ride back to the pits on the back of a 
spectator’s motorcycle, which didn’t go down well. We got going again 
but were handed a four-minute penalty for accepting outside assistance. 

‘I think | put in a decent performance, and we clawed our way up to 
third. Then the penalty kicked in and we ended up fifth. Vic Elford and 
Gérard Larrousse won in the Martini 917.’ 
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Monza 1000 Kilometres 
25 APRIL 1971 


Monza had featured prominently in Bell's career, not least 
as the venue for his first-ever points-paying Grand Prix start 
for Ferrari in 1968. His maiden outing at the venue in 

an endurance-racing sportscar would see him visit the 
podium, just not the top spot. 

‘| had been in Stuttgart beforehand so | drove to Italy in 
a Porsche 914/6. | was sixth in practice in the T-car, and 
fastest in the second session. We had the slightly 
longer-tailed cars with the vertical fins for this race, and the 
JWA cars were competitive all weekend. We were certainly 
faster than the supposedly semi-works Porsche Salzburg/ 
Martini entries. Where we lost out was on the 12th lap, 
when Arturo Merzario’s Ferrari tripped over Willy Meier's 
Porsche 907 at the Ascari Curve. They spun and were 
collected by a bunch of cars, including the factory Ferrari of 
Ickx and Regazzoni. 

‘That left Pedro and Seppi running at the front, but Jo 
sensibly pitted to clear the oil off the car’s windscreen. 
Pedro didn’t seem to notice the lack of visibility, so he 
carried on without slowing down one iota. He and Jackie 
Oliver held on to win. Aside from the oil “issue”, our car also 
developed a puncture and a few other minor niggling 
problems. Still, we came home second, three laps down.’ 
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BOAC Brands Hatch 1000 Kms 


4 APRIL 1971 


This race saw Alfa Romeo claim its first 
World Championship win since 1951. 
For the 917s, it delivered rather less. 
‘Seppi wasn't brilliant at setting up 
cars, but he stayed out during practice 
so | didn’t get a look-in. Nevertheless, 
we were leading before the halfway 
mark as the rain eased off. | pitted for 
a routine stop and a wheel nut got 
jammed, so we lost several minutes 
sorting that. The Alfa Tipo 33s and the 
Ferrari 312PB of Jacky Ickx and Clay 
Regazzoni had better fuel economy, 
so they needed fewer stops than us. 
‘The 917K was a Group 5 car, so it 
was required to carry an onboard spare 
wheel. It came loose and was jettisoned 
out the back, so we were black-flagged. 
We didn't have a spare space-saver, so 
we had to find a regular wheel and 
deflate the tyre to wedge it in before we 
were allowed out again. That dropped 
us to fifth, but we climbed to third 
behind the de Adamich/Pescarolo Alfa 
and the Ickx/Regazzoni Ferrari. 
‘Getting the class win was some 
consolation, but to me a real win was 
when you crossed the finish line first.’ 
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Spa-Francorchamps 1000 Kms 
9 MAY 1971 


‘This was a frustrating race and one 
that | reckon we deserved to win. The 
“number twos” — Oliver and me — didn't 
get out until the second day of practice, 
but! planted our Porsche on pole, two 
seconds ahead of Pedro in second 
place. We had reverted to the short-tail 
configuration for this event, and | was 
revelling in driving the 917K at Spa. 

‘Jo started the race and he and Pedro 
were soon trading lap records. Then 
| found | was faster than Jackie Oliver, 
who took over from Pedro. | gradually 
caught him and felt | should overtake 
but our team manager, David Yorke, 
held out the “EZ” sign, which meant we 
had to hold station. | have my notes from 
the day, and | must have been a bit 
miffed as there are lots of exclamation 
marks! | remember Jo sitting on the wall, 
goading me to jump Oliver, but team 
orders are team orders. 

‘lve always wondered why | was 
instructed to hold station. What really 
annoys me is that Jackie loves rubbing 
my nose in it. To this day, he says: “Do 
you remember that time when | beat you 
at Spa?” Yes, | remember...’ 


FERRET FOTOGRAPHICS 


Niirburgring 1000 Kilometres 


Most racing drivers admit they have ‘unlucky’ tracks, circuits on which 
they don’t fare well even if they have no idea why. Bell is no different. 
‘The Nirburgring was anything but lucky for me. | drove there many 
times and led races, but | just didn’t win any. 

‘In this particular race, | didn’t even complete a lap in anger. We were 
armed with the 908/83 with a large fuel tank, thinking it would be more 
wieldy than a 917K. Jo managed only seven laps before heading to the 
pits. The chassis had bent like a banana. The car’s undertray had 
started to break away, taking the rear suspension with it. 

‘Jo then replaced Oliver alongside Pedro in the sister car and finished 
second to the Larrousse/Elford 908/3. Not one of my happier races.’ 
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Le Mans 24 Hours 


12-13 JUNE 1971 


‘I did the 24 Hours for the first time in 1970, sharing a 
Ferrari 512S with Ronnie Peterson. Nobody really cared 
about us. We weren't given instructions, not that it really 
mattered as we were out early on. This time around, 
however, it was all very serious. We had the 917 with the 
slippery Langheck (longtail) bodywork. It was fabulous 
to drive, and | was fourth quickest in practice. 

‘This was the race we really wanted to win, and Jo and 
| led after the second round of pitstops — only for our car 
to judder to a halt with an electrical problem. That was 
fixed, but not without it costing us time, and we had 
moved up to second place with 11 hours run before the 
suspension collapsed. We lost over an hour getting that 
sorted and | remember driving absolutely flat-out from 
2am to 5am trying to get us back in the hunt. 

‘was timed at 246mph on the Mulsanne Straight 
when the 917 was pulling 8200rpm. That seems 
other-worldly now, but that sort of speed was possible 
before the chicanes were installed in the late 1980s. 

It gives me goose-bumps just thinking about it. 


od | was timed at 246mph on the ‘Unfortunately, it just wasn’t our race. The plug on the 
7 main oil gallery started leaking and we were out by 8am 
Mulsanne Straight. It gives me on the Sunday’ 


soose-bumps thinking about it’ 
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Osterreichring 1000 Kilometres 
27 JUNE 1971 


‘| never liked this circuit. It was an 
improvement over the old Zeltweg 
track nearby, but it wasn’t a venue that | 
warmed to. This wasn't a great race for 
me for a variety of reasons. | barely got 
to drive our 917K in practice as we 
couldn't prise Seppi out of it. | think 

| managed the last 15 minutes. 

‘In the race itself, Jo made a poor 
start from fourth on the grid. He fluffed 
a gearchange and was swallowed up by 
what seemed like half the field. He set 
about making up for lost time, getting 
to second behind the Ickx/Regazzoni 
Ferrari before the clutch expired. 

‘Pedro won alongside Richard 
Attwood, who had replaced Jackie 
Oliver for the rest of the season. It was a 
stirring drive for Pedro, who had fought 
his way up from seventh to the lead after 
stopping to replace the car's battery. 

‘Two weeks later, Pedro died in an 
Interserie race at the Norisring, which 
hit the team like a sledgehammer. 
| realise it has become a cliché to 
mention just how dangerous motor 
racing was back then, but really it was. 
| went to a lot of funerals.’ 
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Watkins Glen Can-Am 
25 JULY 1971 


It was Bell's only Can-Am start in period, and even then it wasn’t in a proper Can-Am 
car. John Wyer entered three 917Ks for van Lennep, Attwood and myself, while Siffert 
was in Vasek Polak’s 917/10, which was the right tool for the job. | was eighth fastest 
in practice, but | knew it was going to be a struggle in the race itself. Of course, we 
had done the 6 Hours only a day before, but it was a wonderful opportunity to get 
some more running on a track | adored, even if we weren't in the hunt for the win. 
‘had a reasonable start, and jumped Jo and then Mark Donohue in the Penske 
Ferrari. | was in fifth place and setting a decent pace until the intermediate tyres 
overheated. | clung on for 11th. Jo was third behind the McLarens of Peter Revson 
and Denny Hulme. 
‘A few months later, Jo perished in an accident during the World Championship 
Victory Race at Brands Hatch. | felt sick to my stomach on hearing this. | had a lot 
of respect for Jo, and enjoyed our time racing together. He was a bloody good 
driver and a nice guy. We knew the risks, but that didn't make it any easier. Losing 
him still hurt.’ 
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Watkins Glen 6 Hours 
24 JULY 1971 


‘There was a fair amount of musical chairs 
going on ahead of the 6 Hours, with Gijs van 
Lennep joining the team. He was paired with 
Jo, while | teamed up with Richard Attwood. 
| always relished driving at the Glen but this 
was another race where we did OK yet 
could have done better. 

‘Mark Donohue set the early pace in the 
Penske Ferrari 512M, but that car always 
seemed to be quick yet incapable of 
winning, SO we weren't too worried. Jo and 
| had our little battle behind him, but then he 
had a puncture and had to pit. | then 
discovered that the Firestones on our car 
were also susceptible to punctures, so | 
dropped back behind the Ferrari 312P of 
Ickx and Regazzoni. 

‘| set about chasing after the two Ferraris 
ahead of me and set the fastest lap of the 
race, which | still hold because the track 
format was changed a short while later. Then 
the throttle cable snapped. | was stranded 
out on the circuit, but | managed to cobble 
together a quick fix so that | could get back 
to the pits. This all happened inside the first 
hour of the race. 

‘We had dropped down to 19th place but 
worked our way up to fourth by the closing 
stages Then Vic Elford, who was running 
third in a Martini 917, connected with Skip 
Barber's Lola and dropped out. That 
promoted us to third behind the Andrea de 
Adamich/Ronnie Peterson Alfa, which won, 
and the 917 of Jo and Gijs.’ 


BUY THE BOOK 

This feature, and the photographs, are taken 
from ‘Derek Bell: All My Porsche Races’ by 
Derek Bell and Richard Heseltine, published 
by Porter Press at £45, ISBN 978 1 907085 
65 9, and reviewed in Octane 182. 
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Four very-different cars-demeonstrate the essence fof = 


Porsche’s evolution. John Simister weighs up: the 356 = 
four-cam, 911 2:7 RS, 968 Glub Sport and Carrera ae 
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| PORSCHE AT 70 
GREATEST ROAD CARS 


orty-one years separate the 
oldest and the newest of 
the four Porsches you see 
here. And this period sits 
practically in the middle 
of the marque’s 70-year 
history. That’s a neat accident of numbers, 
the result of gathering the four landmark 
Porsches that best celebrate the sometimes 
enigmatic, usually enthralling creations of 
Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen over the decades. 

These are not the Porsches with the 
highest production numbers or the Porsches 
that have made the most money for their 
maker. Otherwise you'd see before you a 
Cayenne and a Macan. What we have here 
are purist Porsches, the ones most likely to 
be revered by, well, people like us. 

We're looking for a thread of continuity 
that extends beyond a rear-mounted engine, 
a low bonnet and a rounded silhouette. Of 
course, the two oldest participants offer 
exactly that, representing the most widely 
coveted versions of Porsche’s first design, the 
356, and its most recognisable, the 911. Our 
356 is a 1963 356B Carrera 2 four-cam, our 
911a1973 2.7 RS Carrera. 

But then Porsche tried to disown the 911, 
considering it anachronistic, and set about a 
future in front-engined, water-cooled cars. 
The 911 proved impossible to axe, but the 
new breed led to some highly enjoyable 
machines of which the most viscerally 
entertaining was the 968 Club Sport. It’s 
here in Speed Yellow, built in 1994 and the 
only car here not to have Carrera in its name. 

A decade later, Porsche built what turned 
out to be one of the last fully hands-on 
supercars. Born out of an aborted endurance- 
racing project, the Carrera GT with its 
carbonfibre structure and insane 612bhp 
V10 engine retained a manual gearbox when 
rivals such as Ferrari's Enzo insisted on two 
pedals and a pair of paddles. It looks like a 
steroidal Boxster, soundwave-spitting and 
be-winged rear end excepted, but it’s a bridge 
between old Porsche attitudes and the new 
world of hybrid 918s and Le Mans-winning 
919s. The Carrera GT is high in the tech, as 
we'll see, yet it’s not an automotive alien. 
You or I can still understand it. 


OUR CHRONOLOGICAL journey begins 
with the 356B. The first 356s had 1086cc 
engines able to deliver just 40bhp, but this 
ultimate Carrera 2 (for 2.0-litre) incarnation > 
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generates over three times the power 
(130bhp) from not quite twice the capacity 
(1966cc), enough for a claimed 12S5mph. 
This particular example, sold new in the UK 
and one of, it is believed, only 12 right-hand 
drive Carrera 2s, is reckoned to have a touch 
more power again, thanks to Porsche 904 
pistons and more aggressive camshafts. 

There are four of these, the upper, inlet 
ones driven by vertical bevel-geared shafts 
from the lower, exhaust ones, all four 
camshafts operating their valves via finger 
followers. Clearly this is a big departure from 
the design of the Volkswagen-based engine 
that powers lesser 356s, and this 2.0-litre 
motor is itself a bigger-block development of 
previous, highly strung, 1498 and 1588cc 
versions. It has two ignition distributors to 
feed two spark plugs per cylinder, and those 
cylinders inhale air through a pair of twin- 
choke 40mm Solexes. 

From the outside, the Carrera motor’s 
presence is signified by the vertically slotted, 
downwardly extended valance under the rear 
bumper, with a pair of exhaust pipes 
sprouting from its middle. Peer through the 
wheels’ slots and you'll see Porsche’s first 
road-car fitment of four-wheel disc brakes, 
made by ATE (the brand name of Alfred 
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Above and opposite 
Template for Porsche’s rounded look was set by 356; 
four-cam needs painstaking setting-up; body was built 
by Reutter; umbrella handbrake is oddly unsporting. 


Teves GmbH). The air vents in the nose, 
which admit air to a pair of oil coolers as well 
as letting soundwaves emerge from the 
horns, have lost their strakes. Otherwise, the 
Carrera looks much like a regular 356B. 

This is true inside, too, apart from speedo 
and tacho calibrations that head to 
encouragingly higher numbers (160mph and 
8000rpm). The revcounter sits centrally in 
the cluster of main dials as it does in a 911, 
but here it hasn’t yet grown larger than its 
neighbours. Beetle influences are still strong: 
the painted dashboard, the ribbed rubber 
matting (in a car twice the price of an E-type 
in the UK) with clutch and brake pedals 
sprouting through it, the long, springy 
gearlever. Less Beetlish are the snug, leather- 
trimmed seats (with headrests) and the 
woodrim steering wheel, albeit still Beetle- 
big and bearing a horn ring. 

Then there’s the sound it makes as I start 
the precious engine. It’s Beetle-with-a- 
sports-exhaust, the clatter defining the edges 
of deeper, more resonant soundwaves but 


still shouting flat-four with no water- 
jacketing to mute the metallic chunter. I’ve 
driven several variants of 356 in the past, 
including a convertible Carrera, and a good 
356 is one of those cars that handsomely 
outvalues the sum of its parts. This one, with 
the optimum engine and the purity of the 
coupé body, should be the best of the lot. 

Its engine soon loses its Beetleness as the 
revs rise, taking on an urgent blare past 
4000rpm and into its sweetest spot. The red 
sector starts at 6200rpm and stops at 7000, 
suggesting that anyone determined to see the 
needle to the scale’s end at 8000rpm has 
deep pockets, but there’s plenty of energy 
before the danger zone. That gearchange 
proves co-operative and forgiving, too, no 
paragon of precision but cleanly responsive 
to a prod towards the required corner of the 
compass. In 1963 this must have felt a 
properly quick car, and even today it’s rapid 
enough to set a cracking pace. 

The slight surprise, though, is how vintage 
the chassis dynamics feel. On the constantly 
varying cambers and elevations of these 
roads across the Lambourn Downs the 356 
is nudged this way, that way; left, right, up, 
down. It’s slight but it calls for constant 


steering activity either side of the dead zone > 


1963 Porsche 356B Carrera 2 

Engine 1966cc, rear-mounted air-cooled flat-four, 
DOHC per bank, dry sump, two Solex 40 PIl-4 
twin-choke carburettors 

Power 130bhp @ 6200rpm 

Torque 119lb ft @ 4600rpm 

Transmission Four-speed manual 

transaxle, rear-wheel drive 

Steering ZF worm-and-peg 

Suspension Front: torsion leaves, parallel paired 
trailing links, telescopic dampers, 

anti-roll bar. Rear: torsion bars, swing axles, 
telescopic dampers Brakes Discs 

Weight 1012kg Top speed 124mph 

0-60mph ‘Under 10sec’ 
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straight ahead, and I don’t remember late 
356s being like this. With its suspension 
lowered, to suit smooth tracks and to delay 
the onset of snap, swing-axle-triggered 
oversteer, this car's geometry is no longer 
optimum over undulations and we're visiting 
the bumpstops too often. It’s easily remedied, 
upon which this rapid, fabulous-looking 356 
will be brilliant again on real roads. 

Will the 911 RS be similarly afflicted, 
homologation special as it is? This particular 
one in high-spec Touring guise - whose 
owner bought it in 1996, long before prices 
went mad, and has regularly sprinted and 
hillclimbed it since - is in original 
specification in every way, even down to 
freshly fitted Pirelli Cinturato CN36 tyres, 
newly available to original specification. 

And on these tyres our second car called 
Carrera is able to reveal something denied to 
RS-fanciers for too long, which is just what 
a brilliantly judged road machine this is. 
Forget the history, the iconography, the 
reverential hype; correctly shod, the RS is 
such a captivating car that I can’t understand 


why all owners don’t drive them every week 
and hang the ownership costs. 

You'll probably know the next bit already, 
but here’s some quick background anyway 
for the record. Only 1590 RS 2.7s were built, 
mostly Lightweight, all with a bigger-bore 
version of the 2.4-litre, fuel-injected 9118 
engine. New cylinder barrels, their 
aluminium walls coated with Nikasil instead 
of holding Biral liners, brought the capacity 
to 2687cc and power to 210bhp from 190. 
Torque increased proportionally more, 
from 159]b ft to 188, and performance was 


1973 Porsche 911 RS Carrera 2.7 
Engine 2687cc, rear-mounted air-cooled flat six, 
SOHC per bank, dry sump, Bosch fuel injection 

Power 210bhp @ 6300rpm 
Torque 188lb ft @ 5100rpm 
Transmission Five-speed manual transaxle, 
rear-wheel drive Steering Rack and pinion 
Suspension Front: MacPherson struts, torsion bars, 
lower wishbones, anti-roll bar. Rear: semi-trailing 
arms, torsion bars, anti-roll bar, telescopic dampers 
Brakes Vented discs Weight 1075kg 
Top speed 150mph 0-60mph 5.5sec 


electrifying. Wider rear wheels under flared- 
out arches helped ensure the power got to 
the road, and the first 911 rear spoiler — the 
famous ‘ducktail’ - kept it there right up to 
the 1SOmph maximum speed. 

So here’s a 911 that combines the early 
cars’ visual delicacy — slim bumpers, bright- 
metal glass surrounds, air grilles under the 
headlights, naked sills - with big-league 
power and big-arched muscularity. Even 
today, 0-60mph in 5.5 seconds is fairly 
explosive, but that’s only a part of the RS’s 
fabulous repertoire of sense-stimulators. 

If you’ve not driven one before, you'd 
think it like any early 911 to sit in: same 
upright driving position with floor-hinged 
pedals offset, same five-dial dashboard with 
centre-stage tacho, seats that look less 
supportive than they are, rather unsporting 
four-spoke steering wheel with its pair of 
thumb-pushes for the horn. And, again, a 
long and slightly loose gearlever, here with 
an outsize rubber bellows at its base. 

Then you fire it up to the metallic zing, fan 


whine and baritone flat-six shout of legend, > 


Opposite and this page 
Traction gives slingshot 
exit; the most famous of 
Porsche dashboards; 
2.7-litre engine, buried 
under ducting, looks 
much less potent than it 
is; ducktail spoiler was 
an option but no early 
911 RS is really 
complete without one. 
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discover that first gear may or may not slot 
in easily (the only sign of mechanical 
cussedness this car ever shows), and you 
hurtle off in a car so keen, so sensitive to 
every control that it seems to weigh half its 
107Skg. The steering, though light and not 
especially quick, talks to you all the time, 
tugging a little, registering any slip angle 
there may be, but at speed over bumps the 
RS tracks dead straight if you let the steering 
do its moving thing. It’s clear that the front 
wheels bear far less weight than the rears, but 
they always stay planted on the road. 

And the rear wheels? The body squats on 
them as you accelerate, especially out of a 
bend, but the traction and grip are hard to 
broach - especially on a bakingly hot day - 
unless you deliberately try to do so. The rear 
engine and the plentiful high-revs torque 
simply make this a car steerable on the 
throttle to a delicious degree. 

That peak torque arrives at a high 
5100rpm, but it’s at 4500rpm that the 
engine's note takes on the famous wail and 
the thrust really starts to build. It revs and 
revs, it and you enjoying every second, each 
adjustment precisely controllable as the 
gearbox lets you perform super-fast shifts 
between the upper ratios in a way you might 
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Above and opposite 
Handsome 968 is a thrilling mix of old and modern; 
it’s stripped out to save weight so there’s no boot 
lock, engine bares all and racy cabin gets very hot. 


not have quite expected. The whole thing — 
thrust, pointability, adhesion, soundtrack - 
is utterly enthralling, made all the better by 
the Pirellis, which filter out road harshness 
and make the RS once again into the civilised 
tourer that is the other part of its personality. 

Here’s the other major plus. It’s a compact, 
narrow car with deep windows and slim 
pillars, so there’s road to spare and you can 
see it all. Too many modern cars of great pace 
slip up here; the 911 RS 2.7 is more usable 
than any of them. 

While three of these cars require 
significant six-figure sums to secure purchase, 
one doesn’t: the 968 Club Sport. Our 
particular example is offered for sale, 
complete with meticulously detailed history, 
at the price it cost new: just under £30,000. 
But that in no way diminishes its part in this 
story. It’s well-known as a fine driving 
machine. But with its front engine, water- 
cooling and roots in a car originally intended 
to wear a Volkswagen badge (the 924), how 
does it portray its Porscheness? 


The nose has overtones of 928 in its lie- 


back, flip-up headlights, of 964-era 911 in its 
sidelights and indicators. The tail has a 
similar family look. The semi-trailing arm 
rear suspension and transaxle gearbox are 
very 911. Much of this also applies to the 
preceding 944, of course, but this 968 Club 
Sport is the most overtly racy of the whole 
front-engined, four-cylinder family. 

What makes it a Club Sport is not the 
engine, because the 2990cc motor has the 
same 240bhp as a regular 968’s. But the 
suspension is lower — and stiffer if, as here, an 
option pack including a limited-slip diff and 
bigger brakes was specified - and around 
50kg of sybaritic stuff has gone. Missing are 
rear seats, electric windows, central locking, 
a radio, a tailgate lock, various cosmetic 
panels under the bonnet and a whole lot of 
sound and heat insulation. 

But you do get polyurethane-shelled 
racing seats and a very black interior, the 
backs of those seats excepted. In this case 
there’s a racy Momo steering wheel, too. 
And, as is clear as soon you drive off, a solid 
flywheel that has recently replaced the 
standard dual-mass item. 

The resulting thrash and chatter from the 


transmission adds to the hardcore, race- > 


1993 Porsche 968 Club Sport 

Engine 2990cc, front-mounted slant-four, DOHC, 
16-valve, Bosch DME electronic engine management 
Power 240bhp @ 6200rpm 

Torque 225lb ft @ 4100rpm 

Transmission Six-speed manual transaxle, 
rear-wheel drive Steering Rack and pinion, 
power-assisted Suspension Front: MacPherson 
struts, coil springs, lower wishbones, anti-roll bar. 
Rear: semi-trailing arms, torsion bars, anti-roll bar, 
telescopic dampers Brakes Vented discs 

Weight 1320kg Top speed 152mph 0-60mph 6.1sec 
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‘The Carrera GT might 

as well be weightless, 

given the ferocity with 

which it launches forth. 

I’ve never experienced ¢ 
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Opposite and this page 
Porsche's first clean-sheet 
supercar is searingly rapid; high 
centre console previews 991's; 
naked carbonfibre and pushrod 
suspension show racing origins. 


ready feel of this yellow missile. So, soon, will 
the powertrain’s heat, the gearlever roasting 
despite its distance from its ’box, the console 
ahead hot enough to trigger a smartphone 
into shutdown. It’s hard at first to reconcile 
the crisp rasp of a free-breathing inline-four 
with a Porsche badge, but that thought is 
soon ousted by the thrill of the deep torque 
reserves and the surprise that four big 
pistons can reciprocate so smoothly. A pair 
of balance shafts helps here, of course. 

So, clamped tight and low in your fixed- 
back bucket seat, tacho dead-ahead again, 
you slip through the six gears and you aim 
that long, weighty nose - so un-911-like — at 
every bend, revelling in steering that still has 
proper Porsche sensations, camber-change 
wriggle included, despite the fundamental 
difference in architecture. And you discover a 
magnificent balance, again minutely throttle- 
adjustable but not remotely pendulous, as 
you power through those bends. 

Like the 911 RS, the 968 Club Sport is 
addictive in its ability to draw you in. Yet it 
gives best to its older cousin on two counts: 
its ride, though tidily damped with no after- 
bounce, can border on the punishing, despite 
which there is rather more body roll. That’s 
surprising; a modern car this stiff would 
corner much more flatly. 

Were this 968 mine, Id revert to the 
standard Club Sport suspension. But what 
would never pall is the ease with which it 
muscles itself along the road. It’s ultimately a 
little less accelerative than the much lighter 
RS, but no less fast flat-out and a lot less 
peaky in its power delivery. And it’s yours 
for a tiny fraction of the cost. 

Finally, a Porsche that bears no relation to 
the other three. At the technical presentation 
of the Carrera GT in the summer of 2003, I 
found myself sitting in the driving seat of the 
first running example shortly before it was 
due to be demonstrated to the press at the 
Weissach test track. Just me and the Carrera 
GT, its ignition key inserted. The temptation 
to score the world’s first test-drive story was 
almost overwhelming, but the aftermath 
might have been troublesome. So I didn't. 

Now, 15 years later, I’ve finally driven one, 
the 163rd to be built out of the 1270 total. 
I have once again sat in the low, lushly 
trimmed seat, shiny carbonfibre sill to my 
left, expansive air-scooping flanks one foot 
thick beyond, plastic-looking 996 dial cluster 
ahead. The dials themselves aren’t calibrated 


as a 996’s, though; the speedo in this UK- > 


2004 Porsche Carrera GT 
Engine 5733cc mid-mounted 68° V10, 
DOHC per bank, 40-valve, dry sump, 
Bosch ME 7.11 electronic management 
Power 612bhp @ 8000rpm 

Torque 435lb ft @ 5750rpm 
Transmission Six-speed manual 
transaxle, rear-wheel drive 

Steering Rack and pinion, 
power-assisted Suspension Front 
and rear: double wishbones, pushrod- 
operated inboard coil spring/damper 
units, anti-roll bars Brakes Vented 
carbon-ceramic discs Weight 1380kg 
Top speed 205mph 0-60mph 3.7sec 
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‘The Porsche philosophy of designing cars so they 
always do what is promised has pervaded throughout’ 


spec (but still LHD) car runs to 225mph in 
linear, 2smph increments (30mph is barely a 
flicker of the needle), while the tacho’s 
redline is at 8200rpm. 

To my right is a high console out of which 
sprouts a gearlever whose birch knob is a 
reference to the weight-saving balsa one in a 
917. Beyond my feet are pedals of extruded 
aluminium, floor-hinged like a 911’s. Here, 
obvious external styling devices aside, ends 
any resemblance to any other Porsches. 

Iturn the key (at last) and am greeted with 
a sonic explosion. The accelerator is hyper- 
sensitive, the engine’s flywheel effect is 
negligible and the carbon-ceramic clutch, 
small in diameter to reduce rotational inertia 
further and a production-car first, has a very 
short bite-span. I stall the Carrera, of course. 
It’s normal, apparently. 

Do I use lots of revs, try to slip the clutch 
and not to think of the cost of replacement? 
I soon discover that it’s better to use as few 
revs as possible — it’s a very torquey engine 
for all its sky-high revs potential — and engage 
the clutch fully almost straight away. 

Now, a tenative exploration of what 
happens when I press the accelerator with 
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a gear engaged. It’s extraordinary. This is, 
just, the heaviest Porsche here but it might 
as well be weightless, given the ferocity 
with which it launches forth. I’ve never 
experienced a throttle response like it, not 
even in McLarens and tweaked-up Ferraris 
or, once, a Pagani Zonda. And the power 
keeps on coming and you fear you'll be 
flipped into a nearby field as the rear wheels 
grab at the rippling road surface and you just 
have to back off and sanity returns... 

There’s six gears’ worth of this savagery, 
and what can make the Carrera GT so 
viscerally frightening is that marshalling 
those gears and controlling the timings of 
the pedal movements is entirely down to you. 
No paddles, no auto-clutch and auto-blip, 
no auto-throttle-back during shifts: 612bhp 
and no mediators. To 60mph takes 3.7sec, 
if you were wondering. 

You can go gently, especially given the 
GT’s left-hand drive and uncomfortable 
backroad width. Then you discover that 
below 4000rpm the engine emits a fruity 
V10 warble, with the old-school Formula 1 
shriek reserved for the second half of the 
tacho needle’s sweep. You can also give 


yourself time to discover that the steering is 
almost dartingly quick, the damping is very 
firm, the structure feels indestructibly rigid 
and the tyres seem glued to the road. 

There’s a retractable rear wing, too, and a 
pair of targa-top roof panels so you can drive 
in the rain, as if. And air-con. Owners don’t 
drive their Carrera GTs much, it seems. 
That’s probably because the thrill of one 
session lasts a very long time. 


FROM 356 TO Carrera GT. That’s quite a 
leap, but the Porsche look, and the Porsche 
philosophy of designing cars so they always 
work properly and do what is promised, has 
pervaded throughout. Between them these 
four cars show how the philosophy has 
developed, and 70 years on from that start- 
up in Gmiind it’s still very much alive. 

Does one encapsulate what a Porsche is, 
like no other? For me, it’s the 911 RS 2.7 
Carrera. And surely few would argue. 


THANKS TO Export56 (356), exportS6.com; 
Phil Raby (968), philipraby.co.uk; Bryan Smart 
(911); Sebastien David (Carrera GT); Porsche; 
and The Greyhound at Letcombe Regis, Berks. 
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I THINK THE 1980s will always, even if only 
ironically, be known as The Design Decade. To me, at 
any rate, it certainly was. I rode shotgun on a sleek, 
high-speed, well-designed bandwagon driven by Sir 
Terence Conran, the man who (I think quite correctly) 
believed that universal happiness could be sourced in 
a better salad bowl. Terence, now 86, has owned no 
fewer than 13 Porsche 911s. 

The decade began with an experiment of ours called 
The Boilerhouse Project in The Victoria & Albert 
Museum, where an exhibition on Coca-Cola as a 
megabrand outraged art-world traditionalists but 
became one of the V&A’s most successful-ever shows. 
It ended with the opening of our Design Museum. It’s 
not for me to say whether the popularity of The 
Boilerhouse and The Design Museum were a symptom 
or a cause of the pervasive consumer mania of the age, 
but the 1980s made ‘design, 
hitherto discussed only by 
consenting adults in private, the 
familiar subject it is today. 

And the 1980s was the 
decade when Porsche changed. 
Dr Porsche's original inspiration 
was: ‘I could not find the sports 
car I wanted, so I built one 
myself? That was 1948. For 
more than 30 years, superb cars 
of the greatest technical and 
aesthetic purity were the result 
of this solipsistic brief-to-self. 
To my mind and eye, the last 
authentic expression of the 
Porsche idea was the 911 SC. It 
ended production in 1983. 

During the 1980s, design 
ceased to be a description of an 
activity, of what somebody 


commodity to be acquired, and 
I realise I’m partly to blame. 
Certain preferred objects were held to possess this 
quality, while others did not. This led to a lot of 
competitively absurd nonsense, and austere Porsche 
was not immune from contamination. 

By the end of the 1980s, the original Porsche Typ 
901 had ceased to be a mere sports car, but had become 
the genetic source of a valuable brand. And this 
brand has ever since been exploited with German 
thoroughness and American cynicism. The Cayenne? 
Try in your imagination explaining the rationale of this 
hideous, inelegant, overweight atrocity to Dr Porsche, 
an engineer who counted the Windkanal-Pionier Paul 
Jaray amongst his collaborators... 

I met Ferdinand-Alexander Porsche - the Ur-Dr’s 
grandson, always known as ‘Butzi’ — in 1981 at Zell- 
am-See, Austria, tribal seat of the Porsche family. 
Apprentices were sent here to a Porsche-badged 
holiday camp that, even to the insensitive, carried 


Above : 
does. Instead, it became a Bayley on the roof of The Design Museum, 1989. With the 924, a very fine shape 


Suit: David Chambers. Hair: model's own. 


a slight aroma of Wehrmacht. Butzi had drawn that first 
901 so has an undisputed place in The Automobile 
Hall of Fame, but appeared to have been professionally 
banished to Austria because of a family dispute whose 
source was never made quite clear. Here he was 
cultivating ideas for Porsche Design, the independent 
studio he had founded in Stuttgart in 1972. The 
Porsche car company only took-over Porsche Design 
in 2003, ending an ambiguity about Porsche Design's 
authenticity that some say Butzi deliberately exploited. 

Anyway, if you wanted a symbol of 1980s high- 
concept big-ticket consumerist hedonism, you could 
not do better than Porsche Design aviator sunglasses 
with clip-in/clip-out faded-tint apricot-coloured 
lenses that made you look like a Bulgarian paedophile. 
I bought mine at New York’s Museum of Modern Art 
shop in 1979. Porsche Design now sells — one might 
say ‘over-designs’ — briefcases, 
pens and ski boots. 

This brand stretch reached its 
culmination in 2017, when the 
60-storey Porsche Design 
Tower was inaugurated at Sunny 
Isles Beach, Florida. The 
headline feature here was 
robotic parking, with cars 
taking lifts to aerial garages 
adjacent to the apartments. 
‘Selling-out like cheap gasoline’ 
was one headline, the writer 
unaware of the double entendre. 

Decades do not have GPS- 
accurate start-points. As we all 
know, the 1960s only began in 
1963 with The Beatles’ first LP 
and the almost simultaneous 
discovery of sexual intercourse. 
Porsche’s 1980s began in 1975 


CHRISTINE VOGE 


by Harm Lagaay, but a mediocre 
car by Porsche standards. It is 
said that Volkswagen, in a gesture Freud might have 
understood, violently rejected it as a Scirocco proposal. 
Terence Conran’s sister bought one of the very first. 
In 1977 the 924 was complemented by Wolfgang 
Mobius’s superbly odd 928. These two front-engined 
cars were the beginning of Porsche's dilution from a 
single potent idea to the sprawling and incoherent 
proposition it is today. 

It was also in 1981 that I met the designer Anatole 
Lapine, who had joined Porsche from GM 12 years 
earlier. In Detroit Lapine had worked under Bill 
Mitchell on the second-generation Chevrolet Corvette. 
His collaborator here was the very talented Larry 
Shinoda, later designer of the Boss Mustang. Indeed, to 
Lapine the V8 928 was no less than a better-engineered 
iteration of the American muscle-car ideal. Since Bill 
Mitchell was apprentice to the ineffable Harley Earl, 


chief wizard in GM’s den of kitsch, it is not too far- > 
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‘During the 1980s, design became 


a commodity to be acquired. 
I realise ’'m partly to blame’ 


fetched to see a surreal connection here between 1950s 


fins and 1980s Porsche. One day I will write a 
speculative semiological essay connecting the whale- 
tail 930 Turbo to the ’57 Oldsmobile Holiday hardtop 
coupe. I mean to say, things are rarely as they seem. 

Lapine, who dominated Porsche design (with a 
lower-case ‘d’) until his retirement in 1988, was 
educated in what he called The University of Hard 
Knocks, although I think the novelist Nathanael West 
had said this first. He was an affable and pugnacious 
man who defined the Porsche aesthetic as having ‘the 
winning looks that weapons have’, although I do not 
know if this was a conscious reference to Dr Porsche’s 
earlier assistance with V1 flying-bombs. 

But Porsche was beginning to acquire the desirable 
look that luxury goods possess. At some point in the 
1980s, it leapt the species barrier and became more 
than a car. Egregious period figures who could not 
translate luftgekiihlt began to drive them. 

Examples? Wally Olins, the man who made 
‘corporate identity’ a part of business lore, had a most 
distinctive 911 in vicious lime green. It was his calling 
card. Roger Seelig, the Morgan Grenfell banker who 
was fingered in the period-defining Guinness trial of 
1987, brought his new 928 to my house. I told him 
not to leave it outside as it would be vandalised. But 
with a Master of The Universe’s insouciant arrogance, 
he did and it was. Of course, this 928 was painted 
Guards Red, the same colour as the banker’s braces, 
an incentive to vandalism if ever there was. 


* 
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The 1987 Wall Street crash nearly ruined Porsche, 
over-exposed to the US market. Of course, there are 
good commercial reasons for expanding the product 
line, as Volkswagen itself had added the epochal Golf 
to the epochal Beetle, thus sourcing the swaggering 
imperium that VW is today. Except that Porsche's 
range extension did not, at first, work. 

It is said that when one manager arrived at Weissach’s 
Entwicklungszentrum in the late 1970s, a chart on the 
wall showed a timeline with the 911 becoming extinct 
in 1981 and the 924 and 928 stretching into infinity. Of 
course, the front-engined coupés long predeceased the 
famous Sportwagen mit Heckmotor. 

Maybe the Neunelfer will, like the Boeing BS2, 
survive to be 100 years old. Maybe it will even be the 
first industrial product to live forever. Of course, we 
should be grateful if it does, but that survival is due to 
philosophical compromises made in the 1980s, that 
decision to diversify and stretch the meaning of 
‘Porsche: It is a melancholy thought for purists, but the 
lumpen Cayenne is the most commercially successful 
Porsche that the company has ever made. 

Still, one day soon I will buy a 911. I mentioned 
this to that most perceptive of critics, my friend 
Paolo Tumminelli. ‘Are you sure?’ he responded. ‘In 
Germany they are driven only by grey-haired men 
with gritted teeth or by women who drive their dog 
to the coiffure at S0km/h? 

And then I had to remind him that I was a product 
of the 1980s myself. 
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QUICK, WHILE YOU CAN 


Porsche prices have been on the up for at least a decade, but some remain 
conspicuously good value. Now’s the time, says Glen Waddington 
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THE MODERN MIDDIES 


Six cylinders, sublime handling, punchy performance and steering feel such 
as you don't get with new cars: all yours from well south of £10,000. Even 
£5000 buys a well-kept early Boxster — getting on for 22 years old now. 
The best start at £9000, still astonishingly little for a mid-Noughties 3.2S 
with 276bhp: more than in most naturally aspirated air-cooled 911s. Stretch 
to £15,000 for a history'd, low-miles 987 Gen 2, the last with hydraulic 
steering (981s get sensation-free EPAS) and 306bhp, too. 

The hardtop Cayman sibling arrived in 2005 and always wielded around 
10bhp more. It carries a slight premium, say a grand or so, and wears a 
reputation as a car for drivers, not poseurs. Whatever. Most won't notice 
the claimed nth degree of tautness and precision; if you like the roof to come 
off, go for the Boxster. It’s hardly a compromise as it was designed that way. 

Right at the other end of the scale is the Carrera GT, so evocatively 
described elsewhere by John Simister. It’s no bargain, at north of £500,000, 
but it’s probably quite a safe place to stick that kind of money, and represents 
something of an ultimate: the craziest analogue hypercar ever built. 


USE MILLERS OILS 

CLASSIC RANGE 

FUEL TREATMENTS, 

VSPE POWER PLUS MILLERS OILS 
AND TANK SAFE 
TOGETHER, WHEN 
LAYING UP YOUR 
CLASSIC CAR FOR 
ULTIMATE ETHANOL 
PROTECTION 

AND CORROSION 
PREVENTION 


Fight off the effects of higher percentage Ethanol fuels that are 
blighting classic cars today using our VSPe Power Plus and get 
ultimate fuel tank and fuel system protection using Tank Safe. 
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If you love your classic car, 
you'll choose Millers Oils 
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MADE IN BRITAIN 


For further information visit www.millersoils.co.uk/classic 
Tel: +44 (0)1484 713201 Email: salesfamillersoils.co.uk 
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AIR-COOLED CLASSICS 


It’s 21 years since Porsche last built an 
air-cooled car. Seems like a long time ago, but 
it means it persevered for the best part of 50 
years with them, even if they’re in the minority 
overall in pure numbers. And one of them once 
scored the epithet of the ‘world’s best-selling 
sports car’. Not the 911. Nor the 356. No, 
we're talking about the 914, built as a 
joint-venture between Volkswagen and 
Porsche, using the mechanicals from VW's 


so-ugly-it’s-awesome 411 saloon. Not the 
best-known Porsche in the UK as it was never 
officially brought here, but huge in the States. 
Which is where most cars for sale come 
from. The one to go for is the 2.0-litre rather 
than the 1.7, because it has a ‘proper’ Porsche 
flat-four, same as you'd find in the 912. Don’t go 
expecting huge performance; up to 125bhp 
rather than the 1.7’s 79bhp, so brisk rather than 
quick. It’s a well-mannered car though, with a 
buoyant ride as well as neat handling. And is it 
just us or has the styling matured into a modern 
machine-age icon? If you want an unusual 


Porsche that excites the right people, 
£15,000-20,000 finds one of these. 

The 912 is equally odd, a 911 with a late 
356’s flat-four. Fabulous early-911 looks and 
lighter weight go some way to compensating 
for that chainsaw wail, as does the price: you 
might get one beginning with a ‘3’ — most early 
flat-sixes are £50,000 and up. 

And what of the original, the 356? The 
last-of-line 356C is the most usable and about 
the cheapest way in. Though not really that 
cheap. You might just find a good one below 
£60,000. Just. 


For every classic Porsche there’s a classic tyre 
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= MORE THAN 
A MERE PROP 


Peter Sellers drove his own Aston Martin 
DB4 GT in a 1963 police comedy. We take 


that same car back to where it all happened 
Words Stephen Archer Photography Alex Tapley 


“@ here are movie cars and movie stars, 
\ but rarely do they have a connection 
such as this Aston Martin DB4 GT, 
chassis number 0157/R, has with 
Peter Sellers. Two years before that 

=. ‘other’ Aston met Sean Connery, 
this one was epic filmed for the Galton and Simpson 
comedy caper The Wrong Arm of the Law. Peter Sellers 
was the big star playing opposite Lionel Jeffries, one of 
Britain's great character actors. 

The pair had also starred in 1960’s Two Way Stretch, 
in which a DB2/4 convertible appeared. That was a 
typical film of the time: charming, innocent, not always 
politically correct by today’s standards, filmed in black- 
and-white and featuring multiple cameos for comedy 
actors such as John le Mesurier and Bernard Cribbins. 
These British comedies were intended as light 
entertainment for Saturday afternoon cinema, a world 
away from films such as Lawrence of Arabia which were 
setting new standards of epic film-making. 

Nonetheless, Sellers was riding high by 1963. He 
had a string of successful films behind him, plus 
television work and his many voices in The Goon Show 
on the BBC. That was the year he first appeared as 
Inspector Clouseau in The Pink Panther; a year later 
came the satirical Stanley Kubrick film Dr Strangelove, 
in which Sellers acted three characters. 
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In The Wrong Arm of the Law he plays the 
underworld mastermind Pearly Gates, who by day and 
as cover runs an haute couture boutique as a very 
smooth Frenchman. The plot is simple enough. A gang 
of Australian crooks are impersonating the police, and 
through various forms of subterfuge are muscling in on 
other criminals’ efforts and making off with the loot. 
This upsets both the ‘conventional criminal fraternity’ 
and the real police. So the criminals and the police 
decide to join forces, meeting at Battersea funfair to 
hatch a plan whereby they can collaborate to nab the 
imposters. In the film, Sellers arrives at Battersea in 
another of his cars, a Ferrari 250 GTE. 

Aplan is agreed and Pearly Gates tells his accomplices 
that, for the job, ‘I will be using the Aston Martin’ The 
imposters are set up to steal the money that has been 
given to Sellers’ mob with the purpose of luring those 
imposters. It all then goes comically awry, with Sellers 
trying to make off with the loot after the sting is 
complete. This leads to a chase, with numerous villains 
and police pursuing the DB4 GT. 

The Aston was soundly thrashed in the film and at 
some point during filming the engine was reported to 
have blown up, an event recorded in the Aston Martin 
Owners Club register 30 years ago. Not all the chase 
scenes were filmed in sequence and luckily the car was 
intact at the start and finish of its appearance. Even so, 


Above, opposite 

and bottom right 
Bridge and corner shop, 
now an estate agent, 
are still there; Sellers 
(on left) felt that Jeffries 
(on right) upstaged him 
in the movie's final cut. 


> 
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Above and opposite 
The DB4 GT's continent- 


shrinking, track-conquering 
abilities can't be enjoyed in 
urban Uxbridge, but at least 

there’s no loot in the boot 
this time; cabin is much like 
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regular DB4’s apart from 
rear accommodation. 


another DB4 GT, chassis 0167/R registered 40 MT, 
replaced it for some of the high-speed shots. 

The engine of 0157/R was not the only filming 
casualty. The first Aston shot, just four seconds long, 
shows it flying over a bridge. An unknown DB4 stood 
in for this, and you wonder if they meant to gain quite 
so much height in a stunt that is reported to have done 
the front suspension and sump no good at all. 

Sellers drove 0157/R during filming, but most of the 
fast driving was done by Ken Rudd, who also appeared 
as a gang-member extra. Rudd ran KN Rudd Ltd in 
Worthing, then Aston Martin's largest dealer. It had 
taken delivery of 0157/R, finished in Dubonnet with a 
black interior, on 1 March 1961. It was, according to 
Aston Martin’s records, to be used as a demonstrator. 

Peter Sellers bought it in late 1961 or early 1962 to 
add to his collection of exotic cars. Richard Williams, 
of the eponymous Aston Martin restoration business, 
was an apprentice at Aston Martin at Feltham, where 
Sellers was a regular visitor with a DB4 and the GT. 
Later on, Sellers owned a DBS convertible and a DB6. 

He struck up a friendship with Williams, so, when 
the Feltham service department was being wound 
down ready for the move to Newport Pagnell, Sellers 
hired him in 1964 and built a flat for him over one of 
the garages at his home. Williams worked on Sellers’ 
cars in London and later in Geneva; he remembers the 
GT and, especially, the sale of it. 


—— 
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‘Peter rang me one day and said, “Please collect the 
Aston and sell it.’ Williams was surprised. ‘But you 
love that car, he told Sellers. The response was telling. 
‘Dick, cars are like women. In the end they disappoint. 

Hattie Proudfoot, Sellers’ PA from 1961 to 1969, 
revealed more of Sellers’ insecurity in a 2018 
conversation. ‘I remember the car, she said, “but not 
much about it. He had so many cars. But Ido remember 
that he was upset about the film. He felt that Lionel 
Jeffries had upstaged him, 


THE FILM WAS RELEASED on 13 March 1963. 
Some of the scenes with 41 DPX were probably shot 
before June 1962, based on the evidence of the tax disc 
visible on the car. They were filmed mostly in Uxbridge, 
apart from the final one at Denham airfield. Our 
mission is to find out where. 

Two street names in the film help us to track down 
their locations, and helped by Google Earth and Street 
View we find the other chase locations and the famous 
bridge. It helps greatly that most of the buildings are 
still standing and some have not changed at all. 

Our first stop is the venue of the fake heist, just by 
the bridge where the DB4 became airborne. The corner 
shop is still there and luckily the road layout is 
unchanged. Traffic is much heavier 56 years on, but the 
traffic light phasing gives us a break — as does the fact 
that drivers slow down to get a good look at the Aston. 


The second bridge, where the car is again getting a ‘4 fi 
move-on in the film, precedes a pub that’s still just as it ‘Most O the z ast 
was. The pub’s owners know all about the film and are 


e e 
delighted to see the car return to the scene. We do a driving WAS done 


number of drive-pasts, during which quite a crowd 


gathers to watch. by car de ale | Ke n 
The roads to Denham airfield are also much as they 

were and, although some buildings have changed, the Rudd, who also 

airfield still has a similar look and the same ‘clubby’ 


feel. Here, too, the DB4 GT’s film fame precedes it and appe are ad as a 
the airfield staff are intrigued by its return. a _ 9 
Sans-member extra 


AT THIS POINT, IT’S worth revisiting exactly what 
the DB4 GT is and how it differed from a regular DB4. 

Back in 1958 the DB4 was probably the world’s 
most advanced GT car. At its launch in Paris, the local 
distributor urged Aston Martin technical director and 
racing mastermind, John Wyer, to build a racing 
version. Wyer could happily oblige because he, Harold 
Beach and Ted Cutting were already six months into 
a project to do exactly that. 

Wyer had told Ted ‘to cut five inches out of a DB4 
and produce a cheap and cheerful GT car’, with the 
length taken out of the doors. Cutting, who also 
designed the Le Mans-winning DBRI, considered the 
DB4 GT to be a return to the concept of the DB2: 
‘a long-distance, very fast, two-seater touring car’ 

The doors were lightweight aluminium, while the 
boot was occupied by a 30-gallon fuel tank with the 
spare wheel on top. The engine gained a twin-plug 
head and triple 45 DCOE Webers. A front oil-cooler 
scoop was added, the Borrani wires had light-alloy 
rims and there were twin-circuit Girling brakes. The 
changes to Touring’s DB4 design were done at Feltham 
apart from the enclosed headlights, which were shaped 
at Newport Pagnell by one of Tickford’s designers. 

A higher compression ratio (9:1), larger valves and 
uprated camshafts helped towards a claimed 302bhp at 
6000rpm. The DB4 GT could reach 60mph in just 
over six seconds, cover the standing quarter-mile in 14 
seconds and power onwards to just over 1SOmph. 

The prototype, DP199/1, first ran in March 1959. 
Its public debut was at Silverstone in May; Stirling 
Moss put it on pole position, won the race and set a lap 
record. For the car to be accepted into the race, John 
Wyer had to sign an undertaking that the prototype 
would go into production. DP199 was also, in 1959, 
the only DB4 GT ever to appear at Le Mans. In 1960 it 
was tested at the Motor Industry Research Association's 
track by Reg Parnell, who famously hurled it from a 
standstill to 100mph and back to rest in 20 seconds. 

Press reports were very positive. Dennis May drove 
DP199 and wrote in Car and Driver: ‘It does our 
English ego good to doubt whether this “Englishman’s 
car” is in much danger of having its feat eclipsed by 
foreign rivals of comparable rating. Or any rating. 

The DB4 GT’s star had scarcely dimmed when 
0157/R was delivered to Ken Rudd’s dealership in 
1961. It was fitted from new with DB4 seats rather 
than the lighter GT chairs, but these gave better access 
to this car’s other unique feature: factory-fitted 
‘occasional’ rear seats. These, in the style of the DB 
MkIII’s items, proved useful when Lionel Jeffries had > 
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PETER SELLERS’ DB4 GT 


‘This car has 

the only factory- 
fitted 4.0-litre 
DB4 GT en$gine, 

a capacity it 
retains to this day’ 


to sit in the back for the getaway with the loot. 
Sellers’ daughter Sarah, very young at the time, can 
just remember being squeezed into these seats, 
embarrassed at being taken to school in any car that 
seemed a bit ‘flash’ 

In April 1961 0157/R had the first of two 
replacement back axles, a common issue with Salisbury 
diffs at the time being excessive noise. In June 1961 the 
engine was rebuilt to rectify issues that included a 
leaking head gasket and a vibration. Perhaps this was 
not one of Aston Martin's best engines, but failures of 
varying severity were not uncommon at the time. 

The Aston Martin service records then state, 
enigmatically, that the car had ‘Repairs carried out 
following fire’, completed on 29 March 1963. Records 
also show that in March 1963 the engine block was 
changed. The nature of the fire is not known, but in 
DB4 GTs most such incidents were engine-related. 

The upshot was that Aston Martin fitted a new 
block, of the Lagonda 4.0-litre type, and stamped it as 
a 4.0-litre GT engine. This was four months before the 
first DBS engine (also of four litres) was built. This car 
therefore has the only factory-fitted 4.0-litre DB4 GT 
engine, a capacity it retains to this day. With Sellers a 
good and high-profile customer, and given 0157/R’s 
film fame, the block may have been fitted under 
‘goodwill’ - especially as the engine had already been 
rebuilt in 1961, and the car probably still had only 
around 400 miles on it at the time. 

The DB4 GT went on to lead a life in the hands of 
numerous enthusiasts, including about 15 years in 
New Zealand with Stephen Grey, the vintage aircraft 
collector. It was also owned for a time by a former 
chairman of the AMOC. In 2002 it was totally rebuilt, 
but in factory Goodwood Green rather than the 
original Dubonnet, not that you'd know the original 
colour from a black-and-white film. The GT has been 
seen many times during the current owner’s tenure at 
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events such as those at Goodwood, and now Octane j ‘dea rae OBES on can Std Meee 
is driving it. Peter Sellers’ own DB4 GT. Pe NR, oe MOTE 


AS WEDO THIS, those exploits captured on celluloid 
are never far away. The expression ‘drive it like you 
stole it’ crosses the mind, the tyres protesting mildly 
during our shoot as we recreate some of the movie's 
getaway scenes. It’s not often you can legitimately 
pretend that a police car is in pursuit, and, should the 
boys in blue take an interest in our activity, thenI can > 
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PETER SELLERS’ DB4 GT 


— 
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1961 Aston Martin DB4 GT 


Engine (originally) 3670cc straight-six, DOHC, triple Weber 45 DCOE carburettors Power 302bhp @ 6000rpm 
Torque 270lb ft @ 5000rpm Transmission Four-speed manual, rear-wheel drive Steering Rack and pinion 
Suspension Front: double wishbones, coil springs, telescopic dampers, anti-roll bar. Rear: live axle with radius arms 
and Watt's linkage, coil springs, lever-arm dampers Brakes Discs Weight 1269kg Top speed 152mph 0-60mph 6.4sec 


ask if they are the real thing or imposters. The car 
looked terrific in the film and was clearly being driven 
hard. Sellers and the film-makers were having fun with 
it, and it’s easy to see why. It’s amazing just how 
different the GT is from the standard DB4 given the 
relatively minor changes. Astons have a reputation for 
weightiness, but this one feels light and nimble. It’s a 
proper GT and a sports car at the same time. 

Everything is set for the driver to achieve rapid 
journeys in restrained luxury, unfettered back then by 
traffic and speed limits. The dashboard’s purity of 
purpose gives it great style, a character that pervades 
the whole car. The extra engine capacity feels very 
obvious, the gains in power and torque making the 
DB4 GT effortlessly easy to drive. 

Try harder, and you'll discover how the heavy nose 
demands that you always drive with the throttle once 
settled in a bend. With that mastered, the power will 
point the nose with an easy, rewarding poise. The 
brawny twin-circuit brakes never seem to fade, all the 
while providing a level of feel that most manufacturers 
today would do well to emulate. The fine view out past 
slender pillars, the precise gearchange and controls, the 
compactness, that muscular engine, all of these make 
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Top 
Author Archer, on left, gets 
a guided tour from Aston 
specialist Richard Williams 
of the unique 4.0-litre engine 
this DB4 GT gained after the 
original expired, for the 
second time, in 1963. 
Williams was Sellers’ live-in 
mechanic in the 1960s. 


this car as much a natural for the track as for a romp 
across a continent. And even on a baking summer's day 
it protested at nothing demanded of it. 


ASTON MARTIN BUILT only 75 DB4 GTs (plus 20 
Zagato versions), eight of them at Feltham to 
lightweight specification. Today the model is acquiring 
increasingly legendary status as one of the most 
important and impressive post-war Aston Martins, 
and it’s climbing towards Ferrari 250 SWB values. 
That’s not a bad outcome for a car born of John Wyer’s 
almost throwaway instruction to shorten a DB4. 

If the DB4 GT is still impressive today, then in 1962 
it must have been other-worldly. Certainly the 
Wolseley police cars favoured back then would have 
been no match at all for the pace of the Aston, as The 
Wrong Arm of the Law demonstrates. So here is a last 
word from one of the policemen chasing the Aston, 
who is being urged to ‘get a move on. ‘Listen, mate, he 
replies, ‘I am skinning this cat. You're just holding its 
tail’ At which point, the Aston gets away... 


THANKS TO RM Sotheby's (rmsothebys.com), which will 
sell this car at its London auction on S September. 
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PETER SELLERS’ OTHER CARS 


Sellers the buyer 


The DB4 GT was just one of the troubled actor’s huge stable of cars 
bought and sold over the years. Here’s just a few of the others 


WHEN THE NAME Peter Sellers is 
mentioned, you think of film performances 
either sublime or immensely self-indulgent, 
stories of strange behaviour... and the motor 
cars. By 1963 he had spent a total of £136,000 
(£2.8 million in 2018 terms) on 74 vehicles 
(or 83, depending on which version of the 
story you favour). These ranged from an AC 
that was in his possession for a grand total of 
90 minutes — “Took it back in the afternoon, 
traded it for a very early 11/-litre Jag’ - to 
bespoke machinery. On 28 June 1965S, 
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Words Andrew Roberts 


£11,518-worth of Ferrari 500 Superfast 
became car number 76, but by 1967 it was 
sold with only 10,000 miles on the clock. 

To an extent, this devotion to motor cars 
served as a publicity tool to enhance a stellar 
image. There was the Silver Cloud S1 
acquired from Cary Grant and later sold in 
The Times via an advertisement that read 
“Titled Car Wishes to Dispose of Owner. 

The main period of Sellers’ fame occurred 
during the twilight of the newsreels, with 
Pathé capturing the great man marvelling 


at the new Consul Corsair at the 1963 
London Motor Show; sadly, there is no 
record of his ordering this brilliantly 
mundane Ford. Then there is that 1965 
footage of a Mini-Cooper S driving through 
a birthday cake (above), used so frequently 
by TV documentaries that it’s a surprise the 
film stock has not yet disintegrated. 

As Sellers’ former secretary Hattie 
Proudfoot once noted, he was ‘on a one-man 
quest for perfection in acting, cameras and 
cars. The actor was an avowed motoring 


‘It seemed the 
more elaborate 
the car, the more 
depressing the 
next chapter in 
the Sellers story’ 


fanatic since childhood - ‘If I ever had 
enough money I would buy cars, cars, cars’ — 
and by the late 1950s his fleet had already 
encompassed a Jowett Javelin, MGs Magnette 
and TF, a Renault 4CV, a Rover P4 105S, a 
brace of Sunbeam Talbots, two Riley One- 
Point-Fives and a Daimler Conquest. There 
were also such novelty items as a BMW 
Isetta, along with several Jaguars including an 
XK140 and, of course, the Mk VII that was 
virtually standard-issue British film-star 
transport of the day. 

To read the actor’s definitive biography, 
‘The Life and Death Of Peter Sellers by Roger 
Lewis, is to appreciate how the cars reflected 
a change of status within the film industry. 
The likes of the Sunbeam Rapier (he owned 
two of those as well) could have been driven 
by an up-and-coming young accountant, but 
by 1959 he could afford a Bentley S1 
Continental with HJ Mulliner coachwork. 
The Aston Martin DB4 GT in The Wrong 
Arm of the Law was symbolic of the films 
Sellers was on the verge of leaving behind. 
Black-and-white cinematography and police 
Wolseley 6/90s were to be succeeded by the 
trappings of an ‘International Film Star’ 

And so Peter Sellers was one of the first to 
establish the Mini as uber-fashionable urban 
transport, with a Morris Mini-Cooper 
(Sellers car number 71, registered 6189 PK), 
converted by Hooper & Co of Westminster 
with $1 personally selected modifications. 
The result was the ultimate town car, but then 
every one of his new cars was the ultimate — 
for at least a fleeting moment. 

A Bristol 407 was ‘Perfect. I didn’t know 
such a car existed; while a Lincoln 
Continental Convertible was a car ‘of great 
integrity and comfort... I never had a car 
with such superb attention to detail and 
finish’ Sellers was indeed a fan of US 
machinery, being variously the custodian of 
a Buick Riviera (in which he injured his 
ankle during the production of Dr 
Strangelove, preventing him from playing 
Major ‘King’ Kong), and a Corvette. The 
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last-named was acquired when Sellers had 
taken an almost immediate dislike to a 
Pontiac when he was filming The Party. 

By the late 1960s it was as if the more 
elaborate the car, the more depressing the 
next chapter in the Peter Sellers story. An 
Aston Martin Volante was sold to Lord 
Snowdon at a discounted price to curry 
favour with the Royal Family, for Sellers had 
now ascended from his “bank manager’ 
image to ‘Mayfair cad: A Maserati Mistral 
Spider was one of the few reasons to watch 
The Bobo and an HJ Mulliner Park Ward- 
bodied Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II 
Drophead Coupé gives some relief from 
much of There’s A Girl in My Soup. 


Opposite and above 

Britt Ekland’s birthday present drives through 
a cake; 1930 Austin ‘Old Min’ was a favourite; 
Morgan three-wheeler featured in The Party. 


The last decade of Sellers’ life encompassed 
further splendid cars - in 1978 he acquired a 
Porsche 930 - and films of wildly varying 
merit. He died on 24 July 1980, but perhaps 
the most evocative automotive moment of 
this enigmatic man’s career came in 1955’s 
The Ladykillers. In that film he plays Harry the 
Teddy Boy and is clearly a young actor 
thrilled to be starring in his first significant 
picture. And equally delighted to be behind 
the wheel of a 1939 Packard Super Eight. 
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MODENA CENTO ORE 


The oe Cento Ore takes.on Italy’s greatest rod ls and 
cuits and promises od mosphere every evening. — 


in a Ferrari 275 GTB/A4 


— Photo René + 
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IT’S STILL RUMBLING in my ears after 832km, the 
3.3-litre quad-cam V12 engine of a 1967 Ferrari 275 
GTB. My hearing will take time to recover, and my soul 
will take longer. The event? This year’s Modena Cento 
Ore, Rally of the Year in the 2017 Octane Historic 
Motoring Awards, and still a magical mix of twisting 
Italian roads, historic racetracks, beautiful cities and 
memorable parties each evening. I was invited to 
take part by English collector and veteran classic car 
dealer Anthony Pozner - it’s his Ferrari 275 GTB/4 
that so affected me. And since Modena Cento Ore 
offers two options - one for pure speed, the other 
(slightly) more sedate regularity trials - we opt for the 
latter: less risk for the car, less stress for the entrants. 
We aren't in it to win it. This is all about taking part. 

Those in the speed category start in grids on the 
racetracks for all-out racing, and it’s a similar story on 
the hillclimb sections, on closed roads in the 
mountains. Regularity entrants drive on the same 
racetracks and closed roads, though with a different 
aim: to set a time on a specific lap, then to repeat it 
precisely for the following three, while the hillclimbs 
are to be tackled at a set average speed. 

Thus informed, we arrive at Monza for the technical 
inspection and discover that we are among several 
teams in this category with equally fabulous cars. Soon 
we're dicing with the 1965 Shelby Cobra 427 of French 
team Philip Vlieghe and Philip Defreyne (the only car 
that can compete with the voice of the 275 GTB/4) 
and the UK/French team of Alexis Maskell and Paul 
Milliotis, in their Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona. 

Monza is a pleasure to drive quickly, with its long 
straights and the unforgettable Sopraelevata, the 
banked corner that was recently restored and opened 
specially for this event. The chance to exercise the 275 
is all too brief as, our laps over, we're disgorged into the 
city of Milan, where the promised police escort is 
notably absent. Heaven help those on board the racing 
cars in this traffic. The only sign of distress displayed by 
the 275 is a slightly higher-than-usual oil temperature. 

Anthony’s car, still in its original Grigio Argento on 
black, was delivered new in Italy but soon exported to 
South Africa, where it spent most of its life and was 
restored just before Anthony bought it in 2006. It’s 
Ferrari Classiche certified and has always been reliable 
— it asked only for a few litres of oil on this tour. 

After the drive to Salsomaggiore we spend the night 
surrounded by the wonderful sweet scent of the 
flowering linden trees, then head out in the morning to 
Varano de Melegari, and its local racetrack, often used 
by the nearby Dallara factory for testing. The drive 
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there via the Appennine mountains could be defined 
as motoring perfection: crystal-fresh mountain air, 
amazing views and empty roads. We spend some time 
looking at the racing cars working hard on the racetrack, 
and while we were not surprised, the day before, to see 
the Shelby Cobra Daytona Coupe or the Ford GT40 
flying on the long straights, we are surprised to see how 
well they cope with this much more tortuous racetrack. 

Most entertaining is the spirited fight between the 
1972 Ford Escort RS1600 of British pairing Kevin 
Jones and Levin Jones and the German-Swiss team of 
Franz Wunderlich and Johann Fuglistaler with their 
1974 Porsche 911 Carrera 3.0 RSR. Witty remarks had 
been written on the bodies of the two cars by the 
mechanics of the respective teams. 

But this event isn’t only about the driving, as much 
fun as that is. There’s an important social side to the 
Modena Cento Ore too, and after Varano we drive to 
Forte dei Marmi for a sunset beach party on Bambaissa 
Beach. With the cars parked a few metres away, still hot 
after a long day’s driving and racing, we are all happily 
sipping Champagne and enjoying the party. 


DAY THREE IS the highlight, with racing at Mugello 
followed by arrival at Florence. Mugello is establishing 
itself as one of Italy’s most significant tracks: fast, 
technical and fun. And the tarmac is still hot following 
the recent Moto GP race. Maybe I’m not the only one 
looking for the tyre-marks of Marc Marquez. 

This Ferrari 275 GTB/4 team is by now well-drilled. 
Anthony knows his Ferrari like few others and has been 
driving the racetracks and some of the hillclimbs. 
Meanwhile I enjoy the privilege of driving on the open 
roads and on the rest of the hillclimbs. While Anthony 
is behind the wheel, I have the rare opportunity of 
feeling the 275 GTB/4 at high speed, the voice of that 
glorious engine changing when it’s revved above 
5000rpm, the rear tyres sliding across the tarmac to 
exactly the right degree, making our entrance into 
corners fast and smooth. I’m honestly impressed by the 
brakes and their efficiency, even when they’ve been 
abused a bit. As for the temperature gauges, they’re 
rising a little on the tracks, but a single cool-down lap 
is always enough to bring the readings back down. 

Out on the mountain roads around Florence, I get to 
understand first-hand why each 275 GTB/4 is loved so 
much by its owner. The way it involves you, making 
you feel like a racing driver even when you are trotting 
along at 3000rpm,, is like little else. On the other hand, 
it is not very forgiving if you're careless. Change gear 
any less than decisively and it will complain. Loudly. 

Our arrival at Florence, with the usual city traffic and 
even some rain, doesn’t go as smoothly as we'd hoped 
for, but finally turning into Piazza Ognissanti, along the 
Arno river, in the historic downtown, is simply 
unforgettable. This is the magic of Modena Cento Ore, 
with all 100 racing cars looking dirty and hot, passing 
through the symbolic city of the Italian Renaissance, 
among surprised-looking tourists, winding through 
narrow streets that reverberate to the sound of open 
exhausts. Here, the spirit of the event is shown to 
perfection, especially as the later arrivals, still in racing 
suits, meet the early ones, in tuxedos, ready for the gala 


Clockwise from left 

1951 Ferrari 212 Export in the hills between Emilia- 
Romagna and Liguria; at the Varano de Melegari racetrack, 
Anthony Pozner in 275 GTB/4 challenges a Ferrari 250 TR; 
many Porsches in this 70th anniversary year, seen here at 
Monza; Florence’s Piazza Ognissanti fills with entrants’ cars. 
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dinner at Teatro della Pergola. There’s an evening of 
opera, followed by dinner on the stage in the theatre. 
An unforgettable night to follow a perfect day’s driving. 

On the final day we make for Modena and its 
Marzaglia racetrack, challenging ourselves along the 
Futa pass on the way. This very special road feels as 
though it was made to suit the 275 GTB/4, or maybe 
it’s the other way round. Whatever, road and car were 
made for each other, and the pleasure I have in driving 
there is something that I'll keep with me forever. 

After our arrival in Modena’s Piazza Grande, the 
party carries on a little longer than usual - sleep can 
wait when there’s a night to be spent sharing such 
incredible memories. Among them, a highlight is 
listening to Bertie Gilbart-Smith (owner of the 
Ferrari Daytona that graced the cover of Octane 175) 
talking about his 1959 AC Ace-Bristol: he bought it 
when it was five years old and began using it in races 
and as an everyday car. One day, he met Sir Jackie 
Stewart and, to his surprise, the Scottish racing legend 
remembered the AC well. In his early days, young 
Jackie had worked on this very car. This year it’s 
celebrating 54 years with the same owner. 

Another car that impressed me was the 1964 Shelby 
Cobra Daytona Coupe, chassis CSX2300, one of only 
six built, originally raced to third place in the GT class 
and 12th overall by Ford France in the 1965 
Nurburgring 1000km. After that race, at which it 
appeared wearing white paint with red and blue stripes, 
it went back to Shelby’s Venice, California, shop where 
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it was resprayed from white to blue and, excepting a 
spell in Japan, remained in Shelby’s ownership until 20 
years ago. There was also a 1967 Ford GT40, chassis 
1070, and among the European cars I loved was the 
1975 Lancia Stratos, chassis 1004, that had made its 
debut at the Sanremo Rally in Jolly Club colours. 
Several Ferraris on the event included the unrestored 
1972 365 GTB/4 Daytona Competizione, last of 15 
built, originally delivered to the Garage Francorchamps 
in Belgium and which raced in the 1973 Francorchamps 
1000km and at Le Mans. 

On an event such as this it is normal to lose some 
cars because of mechanical failures, but a rate of less 
than 20% is low indeed. One reason is the miracles 
performed by the teams of mechanics and, to 
everybody’s delight, the organisers awarded a trophy 
for the most amazing job performed by them. The 
warmest applause of the whole ceremony went to the 
British pair Richard and Sarah Walbyoff, who were in 
charge of the 1965 Shelby Cobra 289 of Mark Freeman 
and Mike Ellis, which was grounded by engine failure 
on the opening day. Instead of simply chalking it up to 
experience, they tracked down a ready-to-race engine 
in England, had it shipped to Italy and had it installed 
just minutes before the first race of Day 2! 

At the end of it all, there are no better words to 
describe the Modena Cento Ore than those from 
Anthony sent in a text his wife: ‘It’s hot, I’m thirsty and 
hungry. But I feel good and couldn't ask for anything 
better’? Who could? 


Above 

Team Octane's Ferrari 275 
GTB/4 leaves the Terme 
Berzieri at Salsomaggiore. 


THE ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


GTO Engineering are renowned devotees to Colombo and many subtle but progressive updates, such as invisible 
Lampredi engines as well as Ferrari Dino V6 and V8 units. solutions for modern mappable ignition and fuel injection that 
These, along with examples from Maserati (A6GCS and significantly enhance efficiency, usability and performance. 
250F), Aston Martin (DB2 to DBS) and Alfa Romeo (158/159, 
8C and 12C) give us a breadth of experience in period We also build a number of spare brand-new engines for our 
engine-building. clients each year, using re-manufactured original specification 
parts from our specialist stock which allow clients to fully use 
GTO Engineering are therefore uniquely qualified to undertake of their car whilst preserving the original unit. These engines 
small, bespoke engine projects as well as larger production are built-to-order and can be configured to the client’s desired 
experimental work. We are building improved and developed specification; 3 litre, 3.3 litre, 3.5 litre or 4 litre configuration 
V12 engines in batches of limited runs and can incorporate and either road or competition specification. 


UK WORKSHOP 
ferrari@gtoengineering.com +44 (0)118 940 1101 


ENGINEERING 


gtoengineering.com 


BRM V16 REVIVED 


MUGH POWER, 


132 


LESS GLURY 


BRM’s V16 is motorsport’s favourite white elephant. Now the first 
one’s screaming engine has been rebuilt 


Words Paul Hardiman Photography Paul Harmer 
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BRM V16 REVIVED 


f there’s enough (cold) fuel in it, which 

means methanol sloshing out of the 

front of the supercharger, and all four of 

the magnetos are working, which is a big 

assumption, with a push or a short tow 

it bursts into life like a demented pair of 
V8s on mescaline. And that’s just on tickover, 
which is about 3500rpm. 

As the revs climb past 7000 it phases to 
Top Fuel dragster. Beyond that... well, 
maximum power was measured at 12,000, at 
which point it sounds like a superbike trying 
to outrun its tailpipes, and Rolls-Royce 
research at the time suggested it was good for 
a theoretical 14,000. But who knows until 
there’s an expensive bang? Because the 
higher it revs, the harder the two-stage axial- 
flow supercharger blows, up to a maximum 
of 72psi, and the harder it blows, the higher 
it revs and the more power it makes. 
Exponential is its middle name. And it’s only 
1488cc, for gawd’s sake. 

Though at first it looked like an exercise 
in futility, the reasoning behind BRM’s V16 
engine was sound. It was devised to make as 
much power as possible for the post-World 
War Two 1500cc supercharged and 4500cc 
unsupercharged Formula 1, following the 
Auto Union reasoning that more bangs 
equals more horsepower. 
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Dividing 1500cc by 16 gives you pistons 
little larger than a chainsaw’s, less than 2in 
across, with correspondingly tiny conrods, 
valves and fasteners. Think of it as two 744cc 
V8s_ back-to-back, sandwiching a vertical 
geartrain for camshaft and ancillary drives. 
The ideal angle for a V8 is 90°, but to suit a 
V16’s firing order it’s 45° or 135° and the 
wider option was chosen here. This spreads 
the heads far enough apart to prevent 
crowding, allowing an 80° angle between the 
valves and happily lowering the centre of 
gravity. Unhappily, it does mean that the 
exhausts basically exit downwards, but it’s 
nothing that Sefor Spaghetti can’t fix. 
Originally they ran inside the body, which 
was hard on the drivers. 

Though it was designed by apparently 
rational men with form in racing car design, 
Peter Berthon and Eric Richter, it was a 
rather ambitious exercise for the time with 
around 2300 moving parts. And if it’s 
remembered chiefly for breaking its 
driveshafts on the line at its first race at 
Silverstone in 1950, the BRM Type 15 and 


Below and opposite 
Fangio braves the BRM at Silverstone, 
July 1953; driveshafts broke at start of 
first race and Dunlops were shortlived. 


its Mk2 version, the Type 30, did win races 
once the initial problems had been overcome. 
The trouble was that by then the Formula 
had moved on, to 2% litres and normal 
aspiration from 1954. Everyone who drove 
the V16 was in awe of it except Fangio, who 
declared it in 1952 to be ‘the best Formula 1 
car ever made. But he could drive anything 
and make it look good. Shortly afterwards he 
broke his neck when crashing a Maserati at 
Monza, exhausted after a mad dash across 
Europe having raced the BRM at Ulster. 

Mike Hawthorn was considered as a 
replacement, and was rather more phlegmatic 
after a test at Folkingham where the V16 had 
made its first run: ‘It was no use — every time 
I came to a corner and went below the 
8000rpm mark, the power went right off. 
Then, suddenly, as you reached the 8000 
mark the full power would come in and you 
had a job to hold the car straight. At 83000rpm 
it really did motor, but the steering was 
nothing to write home about. 

If you want a fascinating afternoon, go and 
have a look at the partial cutaway V16 in the 
Donington Grand Prix Collection. It’s worth 
the quid you have to put in the slot to see 
the multitude of internals revolve and 
reciprocate, the piston tops on each bank 
rising and falling like a Mexican wave. It’s 


EVERYONE WhO DROVE THE V16 
WAS IN AWE OF IT EXCEPT FANGIO, 
WhO DECLARED IT THE BEST 
FORMULA 1 CAR EVER MADE 


BRM V16 REVIVED 


mesmerising to watch, but someone had to 
make it and time it, which reminds you of the 
old cliché: ‘If you want to get to there, I 
wouldn't start from here. 

Which is why you only open up a V16 
engine when you really have to. Trouble was, 
chassis 01’s engine was getting desperately 
tired, to the point where the National Motor 
Museum had stopped running it for fear of 
the consequences. 

Workshop manager and chief engineer 
Doug Hill, who’s in his 45th year at Beaulieu, 
says: ‘Oil fumes were coming out of the 
breathers, so it was getting tired. At 
Goodwood in 2014, when the National 
Motor Museum Trust became the 
Goodwood Revival Beneficiary Charity, we 
announced that it was the last time the 
engine would be run before it was rebuilt. We 
had an idea of the sort of figure we'd have to 
raise. In this, Beaulieu has been supported by 
the family of the Owen Organisation, which 
owned and operated the British Racing 
Motors team from 1952 to 1974. 

Finally, the money - or most of it —- was 
found, and the car was despatched to Hall 
& Hall of Bourne, Lincolnshire. It operates 
near where the original cars were made and, 
with several ex-BRM staff, carries the flame 
for this fiendish engine. There’s a lot going on 
in there, and so you need people who really 
understand the engine to take it apart and 
rebuild it. Hall & Hall’s engineers are the 
world experts, looking after all the extant 
V16s and even making new ones. 

There’s more than just complexity to deal 
with, because the V16 adds some subtle 
twists to catch out the unwary. The two-piece 
auxiliary shaft running the length of the 
crankshaft in the bottom of the crankcase, 
which runs the two-stage supercharger at the 
front and the flywheel at the back as well as 
the oil and water pumps via two cross-shafts, 
is geared to run at 7% crankshaft speed, with 
the blower geared up 4:1 from that. So you 
can't time the ignition with a strobe light. 

Centrifugal blowers are all very well on 
aircraft whose engines run at pretty much a 
constant speed, but those of racing cars 
don't... so the V16 is incredibly difficult to 
drive, with 7000rpm needed on the clock 
just to pull away. At that point it’s making 
about 250bhp, the power rising by roughly 
100bhp every 1000rpm as the boost rises 
exponentially with revs. Maximum power 
was always claimed to be around 600bhp at 
12,000rpm — Rick Hall says it’s about 585 - 
but think what happens if you get wheelspin 
at, say, 9000rpm and a comparatively benign 
400bhp. Suddenly the boost rises, which 
pushes the revs up, increasing the boost 
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This page 
ital dials are the drum 
revcounter and, to the 

steering wheel’s right, the 
supercharger’s boost 
gauge. The four magneto 
switches are joined up. 


BRM Vi6 REVIVED 


faster and rapidly overcoming any remaining 
grip from the skinny Dunlops — faster than a 
cat can lick its behind, as that great engine 
man Smokey Yunick used to say. 

Rick Hall: ‘It was pretty well worn. It was 
breathing heavily out of the crankcase and 
wed had problems with the magnetos. I told 
them it needed a rebuild before anything 
serious let go and it destroyed itself. But you 
don’t know what you're going to find before 
you get in there, or even if you're going to 
have to scrap it. As a race engine, longevity 
wasn't an important factor in its design. 

“The biggest problem was corrosion of the 
castings. The bores were so bad I’m surprised 
it ran at all. The oil was emulsified, so we 
knew water was getting in somewhere, and it 
turned out one of the heads had corroded 
right through. It had problems that were only 
obvious when we took it apart. It actually 
came apart quite easily. The heads were stuck 
but we made a rig to pull them. 

‘It had some work done on it by Tony 
Merrick in the ’80s, who owned it after 
it was bought at the 1981 BRM auction, but 
nothing else had been done to it for more 
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than 30 years. The pistons might even have 
been the ones in it at Silverstone in 1950, and 
the rods definitely still were, because they 
were individually numbered. 

“We've made a lot of stuff for these over 
the years, including three complete new 
engines, Hall offers casually, so parts weren't 
going to pose any real problems. As well as 
new gears for the oil pumps - two for 
pressure, two for scavenge for the dry-sump 
system — it needed new pistons, rings, liners, 
valves, valve guides and some finger-type 
cam followers. New valve springs had to be 
made, too. These are of the ‘mousetrap’ type 
which removes the main coil to one side and 
takes it slightly away from the valve seat, the 
exhaust seats typically being the hottest part 
of an internal combustion engine. 

“The water pumps were corroded, so we 
had to make aluminium inserts, continues 
Hall. ‘They’re on the outside of the crankcase, 
but they’re part of the oil pressure pumps 
which are inside. We managed to save the 
head by threading and plugging it, without 
resorting to welding. Another problem was 
with the head studs. Some pulled out, so we 


had to make steel inserts to replace the 
threads. But the castings are getting very 
tender by this stage and we didn’t have a lot 
of meat to work with. 

‘Because the block is so long, it flexes 
when you're working on it. If you put it on a 
normal engine stand the crankshaft will nip 
up when you tighten things, so you either 
work on it on the bench or make a special 
cradle. It all stiffens up when the sump’s on. 
Nothing’s straightforward on these: 

The V16’s complicated design involves a 
central stack of drive gears sandwiched 
between the front and rear halves of the 
crankshaft, running up the block to drive the 
camshafts and dropping down to run the 
auxiliary and cross-shafts. The whole lot is 
held in line with 28 dowels. ‘Luckily the 
crankshaft was OK, says Hall. “Though 
there’s a lot of it, the heart of the engine is 
pretty conventional, with plain bearings. 
That’s if you call a 135° vee-angle, pistons the 
size of eggcups and roller bearings built-up 
on the camshafts conventional. 

Putting it all back together needs patience, 
and not just because there’s more than four 


Right 

Corrosion was the biggest 
challenge in this hugely complex 
V16. Snail housing, bottom left, 
is for one of the water pumps. 


times as much assembly work as in a four- 
cylinder. The conrods’ big ends are too big 
to fit down the bores, so first the pistons are 
fitted to the liners from the bottom, then the 
liners are fed down the block, not forgetting 
the O-rings to seal them at their base. The big 
ends are then fitted to the crankshaft, 
opposing pairs sharing a crankpin. 

Fitting the heads means more fun and 
games because they don’t use conventional 
gaskets. Instead there are Coopers rings 
sitting in grooves to seal the combustion Be -fier Ble rt: Boal a 

; : SS ee ee 
pressure, with the coolant contained by a > <i ey ar oar 
multitude of O-rings and rubber seals plus a = = 
1/16in Gaco cord just inside the circumference 
of the head. The liners need to protrude from 
the deck face by a precise amount to give the 
crush needed for the rings to make a perfect 
seal. The valve guides and waterways have 
O-rings, with more under the head stud > 


ThE PISTONS MAY HAVE 
BEEN THE ONES IN IT AT 
SILVERSTONE IN 1990. 
THE NUMBERED CONRODS 
DEFINITELY WERE: 


- ——$— 
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Right 

A 1.5-litre engine doesn’t 
normally take up so much 
space — but this one makes 
the best part of 6OObhp. 


washers to stop coolant running up around 
the studs. That was one reason for the V16’s 
susceptibility to corrosion problems, and 
was where one of the heads had corroded 
through. Even the magneto mounts, at the 
front end of each two-piece camshaft, need 
sealing. Rick Hall reckons there are 30 or 40 
separate seals for each of the four heads. 

Mercifully, the supercharger needed only 
new bearings and ring seals. ‘It wasn’t very 
old as we'd made a new one for Tony Merrick 
30 years before. Something had happened to 
the old one and the blades were all blued’ 

Hall & Hall tested the motor, finding that 
even at 8400rpm it produced 485bhp, then 
reinstalled it in “01 Doug Hill praises the 
company’s benevolence as it committed to 
finishing the motor even before all the 
funding was raised. It arrived back at 
Beaulieu in April, in time for its first run in 
four years at the Spring Autojumble on 19 
May 2018 with Hill at the controls. It 
sounded fantastic, though one look at the 
revcounter, which starts at ‘3’ (for 3000rpm) 
in a small font - the big numbers start at ‘6’ 
— gives an idea of the task in hand. 

Hill: ‘It is intimidating to drive —- you don't 
want to burn the clutch but if you're not in 
the power it bogs down. You've got to keep 
the revs up, about 7500 to pull away or 
change gear, but when you're being kicked in 
the backside it’s not that easy. 

‘Getting to know it, and knowing if it’s not 
running right, is important. When the fuel is 
cold it now starts really easily, but at 
Goodwood, where it was hot, it was much 
harder. You have to convince the marshals 
that the puddle of methanol under the front 
is a good thing...’ 

Rick Hall adds: “You can run one perfectly 
on full song, put it away and then next time 
out a magneto’s gone down. When you hear 
one going off a few cylinders, the problem is 
almost certainly a magneto. You can hear 
them singing on the airfield, load up the car 
and when you wheel it out at the next 
meeting it’s off four cylinders’ The magnetos 
that Beaulieu and Hall & Hall have developed 
are far more reliable than the Lucas 4RVs 
that were modified from tractor units. 

Running the BRM VI16 is one thing. 
Living with it, too, is far from straightforward. 
It spends long periods dormant at Beaulieu, 
so you can't just turn it off and put it away. 

‘Having a vehicle like that in a museum 
environment is extremely complicated, Hill 
explains. “We have to flush out the methanol 
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and lubricate the fuel system to make sure it’s 
safe to run next time. You can’t just drain out 
the methanol and leave it, because that dries 
out the fuel system and the joints get 
attacked. What we have to do is run regular 
pump petrol through it until it runs really 
rich and starts misfiring, which means that 
all the methanol has gone, and then shut it 
off. Then we lubricate it all - Redex is as good 
as anything. 

There are, sad to say, no plans to run the 
car in public again in 2018, and Hill is 
determined that when it does it will be with 
an experienced driver who can properly 
exploit this fantastic motor. ‘I don’t think Pll 
ever drive it again, but I feel very privileged 
to have done so at all. It needs someone who 
can really drive it. 

And he leaves that one hanging. Could we, 
just maybe, see it race again? 


1950 BRM V16 ENGINE 
Capacity 1488cc 

Layout 135° V16, alloy block with 
cast-iron wet liners, alloy heads, two 
valves per cylinder operated by four 
gear-driven overhead camshafts 
Bore and stroke 49.53 x 48.26mm 
Induction Two 3in SU carburettors, 
two-stage centrifugal supercharger 
Maximum power 

585bhp @ 12,000rpm (est) 
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Workshop Parts Lifestyle 


Based in West Sussex on the road from Brooklands to Goodwood with easy links to the 
continent and beyond, it is the only place you need if you want to service or prepare a 
vintage Bentley. With hundreds of thousands of miles under their belt, the team at 
William Medcalf are globally recognised as the most successful 
vintage Bentley rally-preparation team. 


Their obsession for excellence and passion for tradition and heritage, and their willingness to 
assist and guide owners and enthusiasts of the marque through all aspects of vintage Bentley 
life and the unique experiences which ownership brings. 


If you're ever near Brooklands or Goodwood, let us know and pop in for a coffee. 


WILLIAM|VINTAGE 
MEDCALFIBENTLEY 


The leading vintage Bentley preparation and experience company 


Follow us on William Medcalf Vintage Bentley For further information 
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A SLIGHTLY 
SLOWER 
TICKUVER 


Conrods and pistons 
that once idled at 
3500rpm now house 
clocks with a gentler tick 


THOSE TINY pistons and conrods came 
into their own when the National Motor 
Museum Trust, a charitable organisation 
operating from Beaulieu that has raised the 
money to preserve this historic car for future 
generations, hit on a novel way to help raise 
funds towards the rebuild. 

Doug Hill explains: ‘Rick Hall was 
insistent that the V16 had new rods, which 
pushed the cost up to more than we had. So 
we decided with Chris Bennett of TMB to 
have the old ones made into clocks. 

The Trust commissioned TMB Art Metal 
to take the original parts removed from the 
historic motor and craft them into very 
special timepieces. The clocks, made by 
Christopher Ward with faces to mimic the 
BRM’s_ gauges for oil pressure and 
temperature, are set into the big ends of the 
numbered conrods. Each piston and rod are 
connected by a special brass gudgeon pin, 
and the assembly is mounted on a brass and 
polished hardwood base. 

Important to the enthusiast is that Hall 
& Hall didn’t completely clean off the 
pistons. They retain a faint glaze of oil-and- 
methanol combustion, plus wear marks 
attesting to their 68 years in service. So 
there’s the thrill of handling something that’s 
been inside this historic motor, to hell — or 
12,000rpm - and back, including finishing 
fifth at the 1951 British Grand Prix. 

Just 14 will be produced for sale, initially 
priced at £6000 each. Following the clock’s 
launch on 19 May at the V16’s first public 
running since the rebuild, four have been 


sold already. 


For more information see beaulieu.co.uk 
or email BRMClock@beaulieu.co.uk. 


We’re preparing for the 60th year of the 
Mini, are you? 


With the promise of multiple “All Mini” races in the 2019 season, we are constantly developing 
our products in readiness for the exciting year ahead. If you are keen to race a Mini and want to 
be a part of this celebratory year, we have everything you need to get involved: 


Cars For Sale Components Mini Madgwick 


sales@swiftune.com | +44 (0) 1233 850843 


Since 1965 © € www.swiftune.com 


Norman 


Foster 


The world’s most famous architect loves cars, owns 
some eclectic ones and considers them works of art, 
as he explains to Stephen Bayley over lunch 


Photography Paul Harmer 


OVER GOUJONS OF SOLE in a London 
restaurant, Lord Foster of Thames Bank, 
OM, hands me a fat grey folder with ‘Foster 
+ Partners’ on the front in foil-blocked silver. 
The distinctive alternative to an ampersand 
betrays something of his personal style: neat, 
reductive, smart, to-the-point. His eyes 
twinkle and he returns to the fish. 

Simple statements are best. Norman 
Foster is the best-known (and, to many of us, 
‘the best’) architect in the world. Frank 
Gehry might rival him in the sort of celebrity 
measured in clicks or old-world column 
inches, but Gehry’s great achievements have 
more to do with the history of public 
relations than the history of architecture. 

Foster is a different kettle of goujons. He 
is a building designer of original genius, 
a fastidious and consistent modernist 
visionary, a builder of empires. While most 
architects, even the good ones, experience 
rackety and precarious business careers, 
Norman Foster is a very notable success in 
making money. Until the insurers and 
aviation authorities retired him — he turned 
83 in June — he flew his own jet and helicopter. 
And he also has the most serious, profound 
and thoughtful affection for cars. 

In that bulging grey folder? A very thick 
wodge of immaculate digital prints of 
Norman’s own collection. I know he would 
not mind my listing some of its treasures. 
Each, of course, is immaculately restored. 
Norman Foster is a machine romantic, a 
relationship sanctified by high sheen and 
beautiful detailing. 

So: a 1934 Carl Breer Chrysler Airflow, a 
Ledwinka 1936 Tatra 77, a Gmiind Porsche, 
a 356 cabrio, an Heuliez Citroén DS 
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Décapotable, a BMW Isetta 600, a Cooper S 
1275, a Bentley R-Type Continental, a 1938 
military Volkswagen, a Mercedes 300SL, a 
Jeep, a Citroén Méhari, a 24-window VW 
Samba and a Lotus VI (in polished bare 
metal). There’s more, but the point is made. 
And, of course, there is his own 2010 
recreation of Buckminster Fuller’s Dymaxion 
car, the ‘omni-medium transport’ of the 
future as seen from the 1930s, subject of an 
Octane feature in issue 90. Lord Foster has 
no need whatsoever for false humility but 
Buckminster Fuller is nevertheless his 
hero. Fuller was an architect, a designer, 
a futurologist, a preacher. ‘No more 
secondhand God!’ Bucky once proclaimed. 
True, at his worst Fuller was a bit Rube 
Goldberg, at his best, a superior Elon Musk. 
His ‘Comprehensive Anticipatory Design 
Science’ inspired the young architect Foster 
into a lifetime’s fascination with lightweight 
structures, so much so that he once made an 
enthralling television programme about the 
Boeing 747, considered as architecture. 


SB So what’s an architect like you doing 
in a restaurant like this? 
NE It’s very simple. I like variety and choice! 


THE RESTAURANT IS Wilton’s, founded 
in 1742, and we are sitting in a plush booth 
with Elena, Lady Foster, an influential 
Madrilena gallerista and publisher. The food 
is traditional but excellent. Waitresses wear 
pinnies. There is the tangible murmur of 
great privilege. Wilton’s is the sort of place 
in which, if you wanted to find the better 
sort of Tory MP, a duke AWOL from 
White’s or Boodles, or a St James’s art dealer 


> 


NORMAN FOSTER INTERVIEW 


red-flushed and sweaty from a transaction, 
you would start to look. 


SB You travel continuously, but where do 
you really call home? 

NF Where I plug in my iPhone. 

SB Where else do you eat in London? 

NE The River Café and Le Caprice. And the 
new Sabor on Heddon Street, whose Asador 
[untranslatable Spanish, but ‘roastery’ is 
close] is unique. [At this point Elena and I 
agree with lots of nodding on the astonishing 
vitality of Madrid’s restaurant scene. ] 


Significantly, The River Café and Le Caprice 
were each designed by an architect, the 
former by Noman’s old partner Richard 
Rogers (Centre Pompidou), the latter by Jan 
Kaplicky (Media Centre at Lords), whose 
Future Systems practice rivalled Foster’s own 
in its messianic dedication to a techno- 
utopia. Alas, it did not rival Foster’s in its 
business acumen, client liaison or multiple 
substantial, if lightweight, achievements. 


NF At Le Caprice, Kaplicky did something 
that had never been done before. It was a 
modern restaurant! 


He means that in his dramatic black-and- 
white Caprice interior, Kaplicky re-wrote 
some rules of restaurant design. Foster has an 
almost religious enthusiasm for the sort of 
innovation that was, for a short historical 
moment, threatened by the backward- 
looking post-modernism that briefly 
dominated architectural fashion in the 1980s 
and ’90s. But by mimicking the integrity of 
an aerospace-grade aluminium wing spar, 
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flexing a little in order to survive, he has 
out-lasted that particular fad. To savour the 
value of Norman’s commentary on cars, you 
need to understand his own achievements. 

Because it takes seven years to qualify, 
because work is scarce and because, when 
you get it, planning approvals can take forever 
and construction sometimes even longer, 
very few architects have built anything by the 
time they are 40. Yet by the time he was only 
50, Norman Foster had designed three 
world-class masterpieces by which the late 
20th Century will be remembered. 

The Willis Building in Ipswich of 1975 
and Norwich’s Sainsbury Centre of three 
years later were thrilling and unprecedented 
reconsiderations of architectural possibilities, 
now pilgrimage resorts for students. And 
the 1986 HSBC headquarters in Hong Kong 


THERE'S A TRING ABOUT 
CARS HAVING A SENSE OF 
PLACE. | DRIVE MY 1964 
MUSTANG IN MARTHA’ 
VINEYARD, IT'S WHITE 
WITH RED INSIDE 


Left and below 

Norman Foster so admired Buckminster Fuller's 
three-wheeled, aerodynamic Dymaxion that 

in 2010 he commissioned a fully functional 
reconstruction from Crosthwaite & Gardiner. 


is the ultimate homage to the machine 
aesthetic, as tightly detailed, as hard, as 
impressive, as uncompromising and as 
accurate as a Swiss watch. 


And there is a motor-racing connection in 
his portfolio. Norman Foster designed the 
McLaren Technology Centre near Woking. 
Completed in 2003, this was an exquisite 
architectural expression of the fanatically 
disciplined ethic that made Ron Dennis’s 
McLaren organisation great. As a building, it 
is what happens when unlimited vision 
meets unlimited ambition in a happy 
atmosphere of unlimited budget. It boggles. 


SB But look, Norman, when you think about 
the Dymaxion car, wouldn’t you agree that 
Buckminster Fuller was better at structures 
than he was at aerodynamics? 
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NORMAN FOSTER INTERVIEW 


NF Not at all. The teardrop shape was 
extremely effective. The Dymaxion car 
delivered better mileage than a contemporary 
Ford sedan. 

SB What was your first classic? 

NF I'd like it to have been Le Corbusier’s 
Voisin C7 ‘Lumineuse’, a very architectural 
car indeed, but the answer is a pagoda-roof 
Mercedes-Benz 230SL which I bought for 
Elena. The first car I owned myself was a 
Lotus Elan. [Of course he did. One of Colin 
Chapman’s maxims was ‘simplify and add 
lightness’ ] 

SB When we first met, over 30 years ago, 
you drove a Porsche 930 Turbo, the fearsome 
one with the wandering rear. Now youre 
enjoying a ‘64 Mustang. Heavy, thirsty, 
crude, trashy? Isn't a cart-sprung pushrod 
289 Ford a bit incongruous for a man of your 
austere technocratic tastes? 

NF: I love the Mustang! I love it because 
it’s a perfect example of its kind. And there’s 
a thing about cars having a sense of place. 
I drive the Mustang in Martha's Vineyard 
[where he has a summer house]. It’s 
white with red inside. In Vincy, I drive 
a Cinquecento. It seems appropriate. 


SB Do you think cars are works of art? 

NF Yes I do. They are absolutely similar. A 
Paul Jaray streamliner has the same aesthetic 
qualities as Brancusi’s Fish [a 1926 example 
of this superlative shape-making is in The 
Tate]. I like it that Brancusi believed 
simplicity is ‘not an end in art, but we usually 
arrive at simplicity as we approach a true 
sense of things. And, as the architect Philip 
Johnson said, cars are rolling sculpture. 
Classic cars will soon become the equivalent 
of Picasso, in both artistic and cash value. 

SB You have a home in St Moritz. Why 
does a strict-observance technocrat live 
up a mountain? 

NF I get a sense of liberation in the 
mountains. I feel free. I love the combination 
of blue skies and clear air. I am going to be 
buried in the Alps. 

SB [Frowning] The autonomous car? Is this 
an exciting design possibility? 

NEF [Smiling enigmatically] The screen will 
replace the steering wheel as a focus. You'll 
watch the news as you travel. When you 
arrive, you'll get into your classic car and 
indulge yourself on the track. This is fine. 
I love change. 


NORMAN FOSTER IS an astonishing 
human being. He has the aspect and energy 
of someone half his age. He is still competitive 
on his carbon-framed Pinarello _ bike. 
Although he enjoys vintage Champagne and 
grand cru Burgundy, his face is almost 
unlined, his eyes are clear. His optimism is 
total. Transport fascinates him. I ask about 
the prospect of new Foster buildings to 
stimulate the Northern Powerhouse and he 
insists that infrastructure must come first. 

But, essentially, Norman Foster simply 
loves cars. Not just for what they do, but for 
what they mean. I am looking now at a 
picture of his Gmtind Porsche, a car whose 
appearance alone says more about principles 
of design than a hundred architectural 
manifestos. Its combination of intelligent 
aesthetic austerity and gorgeous sensuality 
is all you ever want any design to achieve. 

Meanwhile, Lord Foster of Thames Bank’s 
latest job is the Apple campus at Menlo Park, 
California, a glass doughnut nearly a mile in 
circumference. If modern architecture is 
about realising contemporary possibilities to 
the max, here it is. Of course, Steve Jobs 
loved cars, too. 


T FEEL FREE IN THE MOUNTAINS. | LOVE The COMBINATION OF BLUE 
SKIES AND CLEAR AIR. | AM GOING 10 BE BURIED IN THE ALPS: 
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price tag? This Zagato-style RileysSpecial 
ticks many of the boxes for a lonless outlay 
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t was the tagline in the advert that caught our eye. 
‘A pre-war Alfa for a fraction of the price!’ was the 
gist, and closer examination of the pictures 
revealed that it was indeed a remarkably pretty 
car. The clincher was a claim that, unlike many 
pre-war sports cars, this one could easily 
accommodate a six-foot-plus driver. Grace, 
space and the promise of some pace - surely it deserved 
to be checked out? 

Just to be clear, there’s not a particle of real Alfa in 
this car. It’s a Riley Special, in this instance a Kestrel 
12/4 saloon chassis that’s been rebodied in the style of 
Zagato, and the advert wasn’t pretending otherwise. 
Nor would we claim that any Riley Special can seriously 
be compared to Vittorio Janos legendary 6C 1750, 
twice winner of the Mille Miglia. There’s a reason why 
those cars sell for north of a million quid. 

But a nice Riley Special does offer a lot of the 
advantages of a prestige marque — good handling, a 
sporty twin-cam engine, and, not insignificantly, a 
handsome radiator shell - for much less money than 
one of those blue-bloods. You could turn up to just 
about any classic car event short of Villa d’Este and 
not feel like an impostor. 

As pointed out in the Buyer’s Guide to Riley Specials 
that we ran back in Octane 93, the March 2011 issue, 
people have been chopping up standard cars to make 
something sportier ever since JG Parry Thomas created 
the “Brooklands Riley’ out of a humble 1087cc Riley 9, 
tuning it to give SObhp and 80mph. The quality of such 
Specials is as variable as the aesthetic and engineering 
skills of their makers, but it’s the looks that have most 
impact on value. You can always improve a car 
mechanically, but it’s not so easy to change the shape 
or quality of a body. 

These days, of course, we'd frown at the concept of 
ditching an original saloon body for a new-build open 
two-seater, but fortunately no such charges can be laid 
at the door of this particular Special’s creator, John 
Worrell. ‘I bought the chassis from a lock-up in 
Staffordshire in about 1990, John explains. ‘It was 
complete with all its running gear and headlights but 
not a trace of the original body. 

‘Most Riley Specials are built with pointed “wasp 
tail” bodies, but the problem with those is that, unless 
you shorten the chassis, they can look too elongated 
and cigar-like. Then I happened to see a Zagato-bodied 
Alfa in the paddock at Silverstone. I’ve always loved 
that style of Alfa, and pacing out the wheelbase showed 
that it was almost identical to the Riley’s’ 

Being a professional engineer, John had no trouble 
in restoring the Riley’s oily bits (‘I even changed the 
centre bearing in the torque tube, which no-one ever 
bothers with because it’s impossible to reach!’). He 


then had an amazing stroke of luck, when a friend of 
the Riley’s previous owner recommended Western 
Coachworks in Derbyshire to make a body - luck, 
because the company just happened to be copying an 
original Zagato body for another car at that very time. 

As the photos show, they did a superb job, not least 
of the long, flowing front wings that are reminiscent of 
waves being parted by a speedboat, and which suit the 
gently scalloped inner surround of the radiator so well. 
Riley’s own MPH and Imp roadsters are superficially 
similar in their long-nose, short-tail proportions, but 
they’re nothing like as subtle in their use of curvature 
and surfacing. The wonderful thing about this Riley is 
how correct it looks; you can absolutely imagine 
Zagato having clothed this chassis from new. 

John, however, is by his own admission a builder 
rather than a driver of cars, and his Special is currently 
for sale with broker Charles Leith on behalf of a 
subsequent owner. With not much more than 1500 
miles on the clock, it’s barely run-in - and Charles’ base 


‘THE WONDERFUL THING 


ABOUT THIS RILEY 1S HOW 


CORRECT IT LOOKS’ 


in Hampshire’s New Forest is the perfect place from 
which to add a few more to that total and see if the 
driving experience matches the looks. 

It’s certainly true that a six-foot-plus driver will fit 
in the cockpit, although making an elegant entry takes 
practice - and you'll have to remove your right shoe 
first, because the throttle pedal (actually more of a slim 
lever) is positioned right up against the side of the 
scuttle. Driving single-shoeless is not difficult, but it 
is deeply uncool; the solution would be to incorporate 
a subtle bulge into the adjacent panel. 

At least you don’t have to struggle over a floor- 
mounted gearlever, because there isn’t one. We'll 
explain why in a moment. For now, enjoy the evocative 
view through the chrome-edged, fold-flat windscreen, 
as you peer over a turned aluminium-faced dashboard 
(painstakingly crafted by John - ‘It’s a laborious 
process; no wonder companies charge so much for this 
work’) while sitting low in the chassis, legs straddling 
that huge four-spoked wheel, with a polished steel gear 
selector mounted behind it on the steering column. 

Hang on... Awhat? No, this Riley is not an automatic 
— but it is a semi-automatic, in that it’s fitted with a 
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Wilson pre-select gearbox, as many Rileys of this era 
were. There’s a hand lever sticking out beyond the 
quadrant which you use to choose a gear, and what 
looks like the clutch pedal is actually a gearchange 
pedal. After moving the hand lever, nothing will 
happen until you press that pedal, whereupon the 
gearbox will change up or down accordingly. 

It’s easier to use in practice than it is to explain, but 
here goes: basically, the gearbox contains a series of 
epicyclic geartrains, each encased in its own drum, 
which is free to rotate, but each drum can be locked by 
an external band-brake, making the epicyclic assembly 
‘go solid’ and provide drive. So, when you pre-select a 
gear using the hand lever, you're setting up (via a 
mechanical linkage) which drum is to be braked — but 
the brake won't be applied until you use the foot pedal. 

The big advantage of this system is that there’s no 
sliding-mesh gears for the driver to synchronise: all 
you have to do is dip the pedal and release it smoothly, 
and the gearbox does the rest. More importantly, for 
the sporting motorist — as Riley drivers were naturally 
presumed to be - is that you can set the car up far in 
advance of the next bend or junction. No need to 
double-declutch, juggling accelerator, brake and clutch 
as you approach that tight hairpin at speed; simply 
move the lever down a notch or two, well ahead of the 
corner, and then dip-and-release the gearchange pedal 
at the precise moment you want to shift down. 

On the road, this really helps maximise your cross- 
country progress. Upshifts are comparatively rapid — 
about as fast as an older automatic ’box’s, say — and 
you're free to concentrate on braking and steering in 
corners. Nor do you have to worry about selecting 
neutral before you come to a halt, because a centrifugal 
clutch automatically disengages drive when the engine 
revs drop to a few hundred rpm. This ability to forward 
plan, and to make clean, hassle-free shifts every time, is 
why pre-select gearboxes were fitted to everything 
from London buses to Auto Union ‘Silver Arrows. 

The drawbacks of the Wilson design are that it’s 
relatively complex, and therefore heavy; especially in 
the Armstrong-built version of the Wilson that’s fitted 
to the Riley. Maybe that’s why this 1496cc-powered 
Special doesn’t feel quite as rapid as expected, although 
it’s more likely due to the minimal use it has had since 
John Worrell built it several years ago. The speedometer 
shows not much more than 1500 recorded miles and 
you sense the car is crying out for some proper 
motoring, to get its twin-cam engine loosened up and 
singing freely. Rebuilt by John with higher- 
compression pistons and camshafts re-profiled to 
Sprite specification, it should certainly provide plenty 
of oomph when properly run-in. 


1935 Riley 12/4 Special 

Engine 1496cc four-cylinder, twin high-mounted camshafts, 

two SU carburettors Power 75bhp @ 6000rpm (standard) 
Torque 81lb ft @ 4150rpm (standard) Transmission Four-speed 
Wilson-type pre-select, rear-wheel drive Steering Worm and 
wheel Suspension Front and rear: beam axles, semi-elliptic leaf 
springs, Hartford friction dampers Brakes Rod-operated drums 
Weight 850kg (est) Top speed 90mph (est) 


RILEY SPECIAL 


Riley’s twin-cam is slightly unconventional in that 
the camshafts are mounted high up in the engine block 
rather than in the cylinder head, and operate short 
pushrods and rockers to actuate the valves. Designed 
by Percy Riley in the mid-1920s, it’s one of the great 
vintage designs and this example revs as sweetly as 
you could wish for, producing a snappy blare that 
encapsulates the joy of pre-war summer motoring on 
English B-roads. Even on this hottest of hot days, it 
maintains its cool, too, thanks to a little thermostat- 
controlled electric pump that John Worrell fitted when 
he found that his shortened and lowered radiator was 
not thermo-syphoning coolant as Percy intended. 

At a self-imposed cruising limit of 3000-3200rpm, 
the car is travelling at maybe SOmph, but a brief 
excursion to 4000rpm and beyond shows that it’s only 
just getting into its stride at such modest speed. 
Carefully run-in, this Special should be an easy 60- 
70mph cruiser. That said, the ride gets a little lively 
once you move beyond SOmph, the steering requiring 
noticeably more concentration as bumps continually 
conspire to throw the car off line — although the 
steering itself is pretty accurate. John admits he fitted 
large Hartford dampers to replace the tired Luvax 
originals, for looks as much as anything, and maybe 
they are slightly too large? 

The handling is generally lovely, however, because 
John went to the trouble of moving the engine back 
in the chassis about 15 inches to improve weight 


TTS SNAPPY BLARE ENCAPSULATES 
THE JOY OF PRE-WAR SUMMER 
MOTORING ON ENGLISH B-ROADS’ 


distribution. So the Riley turns in nicely and you can 
place it with inch-sharp precision in corners, making 
the most of that peppy engine and pre-select gearbox 
to carry your speed through. 

The brakes work fine, too, even though they’re 
mechanically rather than hydraulically operated; being 
a later 22T type of chassis, it has rod rather than cable 
linkages. They always pull the car up square and feel 
well up to the job of stopping its few hundred kilos. 

At an asking price of £70,000, there’s an awful lot 
in this Riley’s favour. A ‘proper’ pre-war sports car of 
equivalent style would cost you an awful lot more, and 
few will have bodywork as elegant as this one’s. John 
Worrell says that part of his reasoning for not 
shortening the chassis was in case a later owner ever 
wanted to reinstate a Kestrel or Lynx saloon body. 
Somehow, we suspect that is unlikely to happen. 


THANKS TO Charles Leith, charlesleith.com. 


Below 

The elegance, exhaust note 
and performance of a pre-war 
Alfa Romeo for the purchase 
price of a much more humble 
British sports car — there’s 
much to be said for a nicely 
put-together Riley Special. 
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a, BIG BOY’S TOY 
a Mickey Thompson was a leading light 


in drag racing, Indy and offroad racing. 
Now his mighty Challenger IV lives again 


Words and photography Greg Moss 
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ver the sun-scorched dunes 
of the Arizona desert pulses 
the unmistakable bumble 
of an idling V8. Then a 
series of roars, growing 
ever louder, as around a dusty verge bounds 
the revolutionary, yet largely forgotten, 
Challenger IV. With its narrow chassis, table- 
top wing and fat tyres it looks like the love 
child of a monster truck and a sprint car. The 
Challenger is in its element. It doesn’t so 
much roll across the desert as ricochet, 
spitting rocks from its bulbous tyres as they 
grab at the dirt with each bump and jump. 
The Challenger was created in 1977 by the 
legendary American driver and engineer 
Mickey Thompson. Having broken the one- 
way Land Speed Record in 1960 with a speed 
of 406.60mph, he dominated the drag racing 
scene throughout the ‘60s and thoroughly 
shook things up at the Indy 500. Thompson's 
attention was then drawn to off-road racing, 
and in 1973 he founded SCORE - Southern 
California Off Road Enthusiasts, the body 
behind some of the most famous off-road 
races in America, including the Baja 1000. 
After several years, though, Mickey grew 
tired of the lightweight Volkswagen-powered 
buggies that dominated the series. So he 
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decided to shake things up a little. He’d come 
across a sprint-car frame belonging to Larry 
Minor, another of drag and off-road racing’s 
big names. It had been built by sprint-car 
expert ‘Smokey’ Allerman for Minor, but as 
soon as Thompson saw the frame in Minor’s 
workshop he said ‘I'll buy it’ 

He then set about converting it for the 
desert. There was no VW flat-four in 
Thompson's plan; he fitted a small-block 
Chevy 350 V8 bored out to 383ci (6.2 litres) 
and tuned to around 700bhp. Another 
advantage of Thompson's new design over 
the smaller buggies was the suspension. 
Everyone had been running ten inches of 
travel up to that point, but the Challenger 
would weigh more and be much faster. So 
Thompson had custom shocks built, with 
15Sin travel on the front and 18in on the back. 
Fully extended, the rear shock was a hefty 
41in long. People were more used to seeing 
that sort of suspension on aircraft. 

It was all a step up from anything that had 
been raced previously. Thompson's thirst for 
innovation knew few bounds; he even had 
tyres custom-made to cope with the extra 
stresses of weight and higher speeds. 

The following year Challenger IV was 
ready to race. Thompson entered it in 1978's 


Mexicali 250, and it continued its desert 
races until its final outing at the Mint 400 in 
1980. Throughout that period it was crewed 
by both Mickey and his son Danny, but the 
pairing was not a success. Mickey was never 
keen for Danny to race in such a high-risk 
sport, and would only allow him to co-drive 
— much to Danny’s annoyance. 

The design and build of the Challenger 
was a game-changer right from the start. It 
led nearly all its races. According to current 
owner Rory Ward: “Those cars [he points to 
the buggies] are really quick in the big stuff; 
that thing [he points to the Challenger], it’s 
so heavy and it bounces around but, man, 
you get that thing on a straight or on some 
small chop... that thing will eat them up, it 
reels them in and then they’re gone!’ 

However there was one small problem, 
one that all too often stood in the way of 
the Challenger’s success. Mickey’s racing 
approach was all or nothing. The formula to 
success in long-distance desert racing is 
simple. “The whole idea in off-road racing is 
to go just fast enough to win. That’s all you 
gotta do, you don’t have to go as fast as you 
can, says Ward. Thompson’s attitude was that 
it didn’t feel right to ease off, which, as 
destructive as it is, you can't help but admire. 
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CHALLENGER IV SAND RACER 


For an innovator, there’s no better way to test 
and improve your car than to push it to its 
limits. That’s why it never won a major race. 
It was always driven to breaking point even 
when success was in its grasp. 

After its final race the Challenger was, 
literally, shelved. Mickey instead focused 
more on his MTEG (Mickey Thompson 
Entertainment Group) shows, a series of 
arena-based motocross and off-road events 
held across America. And then, tragically, 
Mickey and his wife Trudy were murdered in 
1988 on the order of former business partner 
Michael Goodwin. Not until 2007 was 
Goodwin finally convicted. 

For almost 30 years the Challenger was left 
untouched and unheard-of until Rory Ward, 


162 


a firefighter, an illustrator and an experienced 
off-road racer, stumbled upon a photo of it 
on the internet. Ward was already restoring 
an off-road racer for the recently introduced 
vintage classes of the National Off Road 
Racing Associations NORRA 1000, but 
when he saw the image of the Challenger 
tucked away in a workshop, covered in dust, 
sat high up on a ledge like a forgotten trophy, 
he had to pursue it. 

‘T couldn't believe it, he says. ‘I was like, 
“Oh my God, that car’s still alive!” I thought 
it was gone, because I hadn't seen it since I 
was a kid in the ’70s. 

Ward spent the next two days obsessively 
trying to find out where the photo originated 
from. Eventually he found a phone number. 


._ 
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‘T call it, some guy answers the phone, I 
say, “Hey, off-the-wall question for ya, do 
you guys have Mickey Thompson’s yellow 
Challenger buggy?” He goes, “Yeah, I’m 
looking at it right now.” 

The Challenger was in the possession of 
Lindy Thompson, Mickey’s daughter. Not 
surprisingly, she had already received a few 
offers for it in the past, but she was hesitant 
to pass it on to anyone else without knowing 
their intentions were honourable. After 
months of messages and interviews, Ward 
finally got the seal of approval and collected 
the Challenger in 2011. 

It needed a lot of work. Crucial parts were 
either beyond repair or had been stripped off 
and fitted to Thompson’s Challenger V, 


which replaced this Challenger in 1980. That 
one is still intact, and is still with Danny. 

Ward focused his attention on getting the 
Challenger as close to its original condition 
as possible, with the proviso that he also 
planned to race it again. Although a lot of the 
suspension was there, it was no longer fit for 
purpose. ‘I have most of the original shocks, 
he explains, ‘and they can be rebuilt to hold 
fluid and hold the car up, but they can’t be 
rebuilt to race it. So we had new shocks made 
because we were going to race it. 

Ward then fitted a replacement small- 
block V8, so underneath the K&N foam filter 
there again sits a 383 Chevy with a two- 
speed Powerglide transmission. Although 
the original produced a potent 700bhp, the 


new one is reined back to a still-punchy 
500bhp to improve reliability. The bodywork 
is virtually untouched, still bearing the paint, 
sponsors’ logos and battlescars of its past. 

In 2016 Rory Ward finally gave the 
Challenger its first, and much deserved, win 
at the Mint 400. This event, originally set up 
in the ‘60s by the Mint Hotel, axed in the ’80s 
when the hotel was sold and revived in 2008, 
is still a brutal 400-mile, four-lap race — yes, 
each lap covers 100 miles. It’s one of the 
greatest off-road races in America. 

The course loops and snakes through the 
unforgiving Nevada desert, and back in the 
day it attracted the likes of Indy 500 winner 
Parnelli Jones and car-crazy film stars such as 


James Garner and Steve McQueen. Today > 


More mad off-roaders... 


The Sandmaster of 1970 was one of 


the first purpose-built off-road racers, 
mostly based on stock Beetle parts. 
Bobby Ferro won the Baja 1000 and 
500 in it three times, but in 1974 it was 
virtually destroyed in a crash. Current 
owner Darin Necessary found it a few 
years ago, restored it and plans to enter 
itin the NORRA off-road races. ‘It’s 
pretty crazy, really small and really fast, 
but there’s not a lot of suspension so 
it's easy to get in over your head.’ 


This Budweiser-liveried Chenowth 
buggy scored 22 desert wins from 
1980 to 1983, driven by Roger Mears. 
Its current owner, ex-bike racer ‘Stormin’ 
Norman Francis, restored it in just five 
weeks for his team. It runs a 2275cc 
flat-four with 192bhp and 187Ib ft. 
Francis and his team have clocked up 
four wins in two years and six races: ‘It 
hauls ass,’ he says, ‘and it'll top out at 
about 112. With the new motor you can 
actually steer it with the rear wheels.’ 


Mark Fusting’s 1971 Ford F150 was 
race-built in 1974 by Californian bike 
racer Mike Burke, who won the 1976 
Baja 1000 in it. Later sold into Australia, 
it tackled the 12,000-mile 1979 Repco 
Reliability Trial. Back in the US, Fusting 
returned the wreck to life in 2011. It’s 

to 1976 spec with front coils, rear leaf 
springs, a 410ci V8 and the same paint 
scheme and sponsors. He'll enter it in 
the NORRA: ‘There's nothing like being 
out in the desert. It’s part of life.’ 
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CHALLENGER IV SAND RACER 


the Mint 400 hosts some of the fastest off- 
road racing of all, and its vintage classes draw 
some of the race’s classic vehicles out from 
barns and garages across America. 

There were a few challenges for the 
Challenger in 2016, though. Having suffered 
two flat tyres, five miles before the finish the 
Challenger ran out of fuel. 

‘I was that close to losing it. It figured... 
Mickey doesn’t want me to win, he’s like, “T 
never won in that car, so you're not gonna.” 
Or he was like, “You're gonna earn this!” 
But after a hastily-arranged refuel, the 
Challenger was back on track and the win 
was theirs. Mickey would have been proud. 

I’ve driven from Los Angeles to Arizona 
through the dusty plains and deserts, and 
now I’m standing in front of Challenger IV 
in Rory’s backyard. It’s much bigger than I 
expected, like a giant version of a Tamiya 
radio-controlled buggy. Even when it’s 
standing still it looks a handful, a real bruiser. 


We arrange to do the photos a five-minute 
drive away in the desert that surrounds us. 
It’s like a colossal playground, perfect for off- 
roading in a setting like something out of a 
Western. The heat is almost overwhelming. 

The more I look at Challenger IV the more 
it reminds me of a classic warbird, the 
cramped cockpit, the side pipes running 
along the fuselage. All that’s missing is a line 
of VW logos along its side like a tally of kills. 
Even the on-board footage of Rory racing it 
is like dogfighting: the Challenger zeroes-in 
on the buggy in front while taking hits from 
the spray, it swerves off-road for the overtake, 
then tumbleweed and foliage are tossed 
aside as it lunges out in front, leaving the 
opposition peppered in sand and gravel. 

Rory fires-up the V8 and the fun begins. 
I’ve asked him to give it the beans and launch 
it round some nice bends, purely for 
photographic purposes of course. Ward 
appears to have a vice-like grip on the 


steering wheel as he muscles it round the 
berms, doing his best to blast another wave of 
sand from the swollen rear tyres. Seeing it at 
full tilt, so close, makes you realise how much 
strength and technique it takes to keep it on 
course. I’m just standing still and am already 
drenched in sweat, so credit to Ward for 
keeping this up for 400 miles and winning. 

Finally, once the dust has settled and Ward 
has climbed out of his cockpit, I ask my last 
question: what’s it like to drive? ‘It’s the 
funnest car I’ve ever driven in my life. It’s a 
handful, it’s squirrelly, it doesn’t turn — your 
foot is what turns that thing — but it’s so fun!’ 

For now the Challenger is taking a rest 
from racing and leading a quieter life, touring 
museums and shows along the US’s West 
Coast, but who knows what the future holds? 
Whatever that might be, Mickey Thompson 
would surely never have imagined such a 
resurrection for Challenger IV, and its belated 
path to glory, after all these years. 


‘It reminds me of a classic warbird. All that’s 
missing is a line of VW logos on the side’ 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Classic Jaguar Texas 


Classic Jaguar has been established for nearly 25 years and is renowned as 
one of the leading Jaguar restorers. Our dedicated team offers the ultimate 
in quality restorations with state-of-the-art engine machine shop facilities. 

Your Classic Jaguar deserves the very best, so contact us to find out more. 


+1 512 288 8800 
sales@classicjaguar.com 


JAGUAR E-TYPE somone 
ZP 537/24 


WHEN Jaguar launched the E-type at the Geneva 
Auto Salon in 1961, the motoring world was agog: 
such a beautiful, advanced sports car priced at a keen 
£1830. Needless to say, the E-type was a sales hit and 
went on to sell some 72,500 examples. Although 
Enzo Ferrari called it the most beautiful car ever 
built and Jaguar’s engineering was leading-edge, the 
E-type was produced in sufficient numbers to render 
it somewhat ubiquitous, so secondhand values soon 
fell to banger levels for rusted and abused examples. 

But when it comes to collectable cars there is 
always something special and this is true of the 
E-type. Of course, the 12 Lightweights manufactured 
for racing were ultra-rare and are now multi-million- 
pound cars. Indeed, early flat-floor E-types are also 
rare and valuable — think £350,000. But there’s 
another E-type subset that is appreciated by Jaguar 
cognoscenti: Project ZP §37/24, of which only seven 
examples were ever built. 

Ever-conscious of publicity, William Lyons 
decided his new car had to be seen winning races so, 
prior to the E-type’s official launch at Geneva, these 
ZP 537/24 cars were made available to his special 
privateer racing customers such as Tommy Sopwith 
and John Coombs. The ZP roadsters each received 
a special engine with gas-flowed head, crack-tested 
con-rods, lightened flywheel and competition 
crankshaft damper, along with a close-ratio ’box 
and stiffer springs. The Equipe Endeavour E-type, 
registered ECD 400, became the first E-type to win 
a race, driven by Graham Hill in April 1961 at 
Oulton Park. That’s why these ZP E-types are now 
worth in excess of £2 million each. Robert Coucher 


JAGUAR HERITAGE 


Carcoon 


P, 
® . ee 
GiS3B BEGK a — 
Carcoon is internationally _ Market-leading classic car 
Registered rade Mark recognised as the benchmark in trimmers, a family-run business 
the ultimate car care protection since 1930. We provide complete 
system. The unrivalled Carcoon interior trim manufactured and 
active air system now comes with fitted in our factory, together with 
a drive-in option, protecting your a full range of trim kits and 
classic Jaguar for the future. individual items. 
A world-renowned original supplier of clutches for British-built cars. 
Our classic clutch range covers 200 applications dating back to the 1930s, +44 (0)161 737 9690 +44 (0)1902 710805 


including all Jaguar models, and is available from your local motor factor — info@carcoon.com mail@aldridge.co.uk 
or email uksales@firstline.co.uk to find your nearest distributor. carcoon.com aldridge.co.uk 


Where great cars achieve perfection. 


World-class restoration facility. 
Two classic car sales showrooms. 


Over 30 years’ experience. 
+1 760 758 6100 


Twyrorp Moors 


XK SPECIALISTS 


Restoration, maintenance and 
sales. XK120, XK140 and XK150. 


+44 (0)2392 570900 
twyfordmoors@jagxk.com 
jagxk.com 


management@classicshowcase.com 


classicshowcase.com 


RS Panels: restoring the finest 
Jaguars for more than 50 years. 
Main supplier to JLR and with an 


outstanding global reputation for 
quality and craftsmanship. 


+44 (0)2476 388572 


rspanels@btconnect.com 
rspanels.co.uk 


Award-winning, world-class 
specialists in classic car sales, 
servicing, restoration, upgrades 


+44 (0)1621 879579 
jdclassics@jdclassics.com 


SINCE 1973 


ww.xks.co® 
International suppliers of classic 
and contemporary Jaguar parts. 
International calls: +1 805 544 7864 
US calls: 800 444 5247 


sales@xks.com 
xks.com 


and racing. 


jdclassics.com 


WELSH 


Sales and 
Engineering 
Group Limited 
The company that put the Welsh Enterprises, Inc: the largest 
E-type back on the road. The independent retailer of new, used 
and rebuilt Jaguar parts since 
1965. Serving all Jaguar models 
from 1949 to the present day. 
+1 740 282 8649 


professional’s choice for spares 
and services for classic and 


modern Jaguars. 
info@welshent.com 


welshent.com 


+44 (0)2476 386903 
info@martinrobey.co.uk 
martinrobey.com 


CLASSIC MOT 


The world’s premier Jaguar 
restoration company. 
+44 (0)1746 765804 


mail@classic-motor-cars.co.uk 
classic-motor-cars.co.uk 


OR CARS 


Jaguar parts, maintenance and 
restoration. Restorers of the world 
launch E-type no 885005. 


EXCLUSIVELY SS & JAGUAR SINCE 1988 


+41 62 754 1929 
info@jaguarclassics.com 
jaguarclassic.com 


WinSpeed 
of 


Guildford 


XK, E-type & XJ-S specialists. 
Speak with Peter Hugo and 
Chris Window about high-quality 
maintenance, engineering, 
race preparation and sales. 


+44 (0)1483 537706 
peter.hugo@ 

winspeedmotorsport.com 

winspeedmotorsport.com 
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OWNING + DRIVING + 


MAINTAINING 


Classics getting all Rev'd up 


GOODWOOD FESTIVAL of 
Speed? Not for me. I was much 
happier to be spending that 
particular summer Saturday in 
the glorious countryside of the 
Welsh borders, driving my 


Mustang on the Craswall Classic. 


The CC is about as different 
from the FoS as it’s possible to 
get. Organised by Bicester 
Heritage managing director 
Daniel Geoghegan, it’s a 
friends-and-family event that 
begins at St Mary’s church, 
Craswall, and then meanders 
around local roads before ending 
up at Dan’s house for a barbeque. 
There’s no timetable, no 
roadbook, no eligibility criteria 
for entrants other than that you 
turn up in something interesting. 

Fortunately, the Mustang was 
deemed interesting enough to 


take part, although it was 
seriously outclassed by the 
polished-alloy Phantom I and 
the superbly patinated Vauxhall 
30-98. Actually, there’s a total 
lack of snobbery on the CC: 
one of my favourite vehicles was 
the Mk1 Panda 4x4 - with 
mud-and-snow tyres and sump 
guard — being driven by Dan’s 
mother-in-law. And there was 
even a Massey-Ferguson tractor 
lined up with all the classics in 
the churchyard, ready for the 
formal ‘blessing of the cars. 

The what? Well, a highlight of 
the CC is the church service, 
held outdoors (Craswall Church 
is unusual in having no burials, 
having been built on bedrock), 
which is conducted by the 
Reverend Nicholas Lowton. 
You may have seen the Rev on 
telly as one of the stars of 
BBC2’s series A Vicar'’s Life 
about rural clergy in 
Herefordshire and Shropshire. 
His sermon, mercifully brief and 
delivered with a dry wit honed 
by 25 years as a boys’ house 
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master at Cheltenham College, 
was to the effect that “You will 
make people smile today, when 
they see your classics on the 
road; make that your objective in 
life generally: Amen to that. 

After a sprinkle of holy water, 
each car departed on a roughly 
circular route, where the 
Mustang’s relatively compact 
dimensions were a boon in the 
high-hedged, narrow lanes that 
characterise this part of the 
Welsh borders. Its drum brakes 
also proved their effectiveness 
more than once during sudden 
encounters with oncoming 
no-holds-barred locals. Since 
the ’Stang is, of course, 
left-hand drive, I was able to 
hug the nearside hedgerow and 
felt relatively relaxed in these 
close passes; my partner Paula 
wasn't quite so sanguine. 

The Mustang has covered a 
lot of miles this summer, thanks 
to its suitability for the 
unusually dry weather we’ve 
experienced in the UK, and 
after we returned home I 
thought it deserved a break and 
went back to using my Volvo 
XC70 daily-driver. That was 
until a couple of days ago, when 
the Volvo decided to eat its 
automatic gearbox and the 
52-year-old Ford had to be 
pressed into service yet again. 
As we all know, if you want a 
reliable car, get a classic. 


Clockwise from main image, top 
Reverend Lowton leads the classic 
congregation at St Mary's church, 
before blessing each car on its 
departure; no burials in the churchyard 
so it’s safe to park there; spot the 
Massey-Ferguson behind the Alvis; 
enjoying the view from Hay Bluff. 
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OCTANE’S FLEET 


These are the cars — and 
motorbikes — run by the 
magaszine’s staff and 
contributors 


ROBERT COUCHER 


International editor 

e 1937 Bentley 414 

e 1955 Jaguar XK140 

e 1988 Mercedes-Benz 
560 SEC 


TONY DORON 


Test driver 
e 1932 Austin Seven 


GLEN WADDINGTON 


Associate editor 
e 1983 Porsche 944 
e 1989 BMW 320i Convertible 


ANDREW ENGLISH 


Contributor 


e 1960 Triumph TR38A 
e 1965 Aston Martin DB5 


SANJAY SEETANAH 


Advertising director 
e 1981 BMW 323i Top Cabrio 
e 1998 Aston Martin DB7 Volante 


MARK DIXON 


Deputy editor 

e 1955 Land Rover Series | 107in 
e 1966 Ford Mustang 289 

e 1991 Land Rover Discovery 

e 1994 Range Rover 4.0 


SAMANTHA SNOW 


Advertising account manager 
e 1969 Triumph Herald 

13/60 Convertible 
e 1989 Mercedes-Benz 300SL 


MARK SOMMER 


Art Director 
e 1969 Alfa Romeo Giulia 
1300 Saloon 


JOHN SIMISTER 


Contributor 


e 1934 Singer Nine Le Mans 
e 1961 Saab 96 
e 1968 Sunbeam Stiletto 


JAMES ELLIOTT 


Editor-in-chief 
e 1965 Triumph 2.5PI 
e 1968 Jensen Interceptor 
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OCTANE’S FLEET 


These are the cars — and 
motorbikes — run by the 
magazine’s staff and 
contributors 


JESSE GROSSE 


Contributor 
e 1968 Ford Mustang GT 390 
e 1986 Ford Sierra RS Cosworth 


DAVID BURGESS-WISE 


Contributor 


e 1903 De Dion-Bouton 
e 1911 Pilain 16/20 
e 1926 Delage DISS 


MARTYN GODDARD 


Photographer 


¢ 1963 Triumph TR6SS Trophy 
e 1965 Austin-Healey 3000 Mklll 


DAVE KINNEY 


Markets expert 
e 2005 Ferrari 612 Scaglietti 


DELWYN MALLETT 


Contributor 


e 1936 Cord 810 Beverly 

e 1946 Tatra T87 

e 1950 Ford Club Coupe 

e 1952 Porsche 356 

e 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL 

e 1957 Porsche Speedster 

e 1957 Fiat Abarth 
Sperimentale 

e 1963 Abarth-Simca 

e 1963 Tatra T603 


SARAH BRADLEY 


Contributor 

e 1929 Ford Model A hot rod 

e 1952 Studebaker Champion 
e 1956 Chevrolet 3100 pick-up 
e 1969 Plymouth Roadrunner 

e Various motorbikes 


MASSIMO DELBO 


Contributor 

e 1967 Mercedes-Benz 230 

e 1972 Fiat 500L 

e 1979/80 Range Rovers 

e 1982 Mercedes-Benz 500SL 
e 1985 Mercedes-Benz 240TD 


EVAN KLEIN 


Photographer 
e 1967 Alfa Romeo Giulia Super 


MATTHEW HOWELL 


Photographer 
e 1970 VW Beetle 1300 
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MARK DIXON 


MARK DIXON 


Highway to the danger zone 


1983 
PORSGHE 944 


GLEN WADDINGTON 


THE LACK OF LEAVES on 
the trees in the action shot 
below is significant. It is not 
‘early onset autumn, a result of 
the recent heatwave in the UK. 
No, those trees are bare because 


the picture was taken in January. 
Not long before my last trip in 
the 944, when it rolled to an 
ignominious halt. 

That was on 9 February. 
I remember the date as my kids 
broke up from school later that 
day for half-term, and we were 
flying off to Spain for a bit of 
winter sunshine the morning 
after. ’'d nipped out in the 944 
for a lunchtime swim at the 
local pool. And just a couple 


of miles shy of the office, on the 
way back, I heard a click, looked 
down, and saw that the tacho 
needle had hit the bottom stop. 
No revs. Hmm. 

There was no obvious sign 
of something wrong, no 
inexplicable heat under the 
bonnet, no visible disconnected 
wiring, and there was plenty 
of fuel in the tank. Turning the 
key brought the starter to life, 
but it wouldn't fire. The latter is 
a word I'll come back to. 

And so, perishing by the side 
of the road in the late-winter 
chill, I awaited the AA 
breakdown and recovery 
service. While my iPhone ran 
out of power, thanks to the cold. 
No worries, after 90 minutes, 
along came the yellow van... 
and drove straight past. 

How he failed to see a bright 
red Porsche causing a major 
tailback on a narrow (and 
frankly perilous) stretch of 
trunk road is beyond me. But 
thankfully a local farmer then 
stopped by and offered the use 


THE VINTAGE SPORTS-CAR CLUB PRESENTS 


Clockwise from below 

Broken down on a busy (and disconcertingly narrow) stretch of the 
A6 on the Northants/Beds border; having fun just a week earlier; 
Exhibit A — one dangerously brittle and frayed wiring loom. 


‘TURNING THE KEY 
BROUGHT THE STARTER 
TO LIFE, BUT IT 
WOULDN'T FIRE. THE 
LATTER IS A WORD 

LL COME BACK 10’ 


of his phone. Fellow motorists 
had been 50:50 on wanting to 
help or gesticulating at my 
‘parking’; one Discovery owner 
even tried to off-road past my 
car, almost mowing me down in 
the process. Cheers, buddy. 

A second AA patrol was 
dispatched. He couldn't find 
anything wrong either, and so 
I was towed on a rigid link to 
my favoured local sports car 
specialist, Templeton’s Garage 
in nearby Rushden, 
Northamptonshire, owned 
by my mate Stuart Templeton. 
‘It'll be your crank sensor, he 
nodded, sagely. ‘It’ll be ready 
when you get back from Spain. 

But it wasn’t the only 
problem. When replacing the 
failed crank sensor didn’t cure 


things, Stuart traced the 
problem back to the ECU: fried. 
Over the next few weeks Bosch 
attempted to fix it but the 
damage was too severe. ‘Did 
you smell burning?’ asked 
Stuart. I was aghast. Had it been 
so close to going up in flames? 

Long story short, after 
thorough investigation, going 
through the electrics bit by bit, 
it appears that aged, brittle 
ignition wiring in the steering 
column had shorted out. There 
was then a domino effect... 

Stuart sourced a replacement 
ECU and wiring loom from a 
specialist breaker and gradually 
the process began of bringing 
the dead 944 back to life. ‘I’ve 
never seen a car with so much 
of its guts out, Stuart’s wife 
Francesca told me one morning, 
in the schoolyard. 

So, after chasing every last 
relay, replacing the fusebox, 
fitting new switches (ignition 
and lights were both burnt out) 
and insulating every single 
connection, the Porsche is back 
in action. Finally. And on the 
bright side, it shouldn't need a 
new crank sensor for a while. 


PRESCOTT 


LONG COURS 


HILL CLIMB 


VSCC SPEED CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON FINALE 


SATURDAY 29 SEPT 2018 


PRESCOTT HILL, NR CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


TICKETS ON THE DAY ADULT £15 CHILDREN U16 GO FREE! 
ADVANCE BOOKINGS VSCC MEMBERS ADULT £12 
BOOK AT vscc.co.uk OR CALL 01608 644999 


www.VSCCPrescott.co.uk 
‘geen Bonhams 
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A fitting tribute 


so sames ELuorr 


MOST HEARTENING 
incident of the past month 
came, somewhat perversely, at 
the funeral of long-time friend 
David Evans. I cannot think of 
anyone more dedicated to the 
grassroots classic car hobby 
than BMW 2002tii and Citroén 
GSA owner David, so it was no 
surprise that his funeral 
attracted plenty of enthusiasts. 
Naturally, we all had to turn 
up in classics and I decided on 
the Jensen because David liked 
it the most of my cars. I knew 
that because he often told me it 


deserved a better owner! 
It was while I was standing 
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outside Eltham Crematorium 
with these enthusiasts, waiting 
for the ceremony to start, that 
it was mentioned that there was 
a fast-spreading puddle of fuel 
under the Jensen. Oh dear. 

A little later, having listened 
to some moving tributes to 
David that also emphasised the 
special camaraderie and bonds 
between classic car owners, I 
got to experience those virtues 
first-hand. | instantly traced the 
fuel leak to the sodden braided 
rubber hose between the fuel 
filter and the mechanical pump. 
It helped that it was the first 
place I looked, because exactly 
the same thing had happened 
on an FF I was driving a couple 
of years ago and which I had 
to repair by the roadside 
somewhere near Grenoble. 

I was about to drive my 
Interceptor up a high kerb and 


Clockwise from above 

A familiar position for the Jensen; 
our old friend the cable tie being 
put to good use; Hardiman the 
hero holds up the offending pipe. 


jump underneath to tackle the 
job when another friend, Octane 
contributor Paul Hardiman, 
suggested that, seeing as he 
was wearing T-shirt, jeans and 
engineer's boots and I was ina 
suit, perhaps he should do the 
dirty work. The other advantage 
is that Hardiman is so skinny 
that he could get at the job 
without even raising the car. 
Then, while I was ferreting 
about in the boot of the Jensen, 
looking for a suitable get-me- 
home rubber tube to replace the 
broken line, a complete stranger 
called James Child, who was 
attending the funeral in a 
stunning black Neue Klasse 
BMW, rolled up with about four 
foot of braided fuel line that he 
just happened to have in the 
boot. What would have been an 
almighty bodge immediately 
became only a semi-bodge, and 
Paul had it finished in no time. 
While I was piqued by being 
denied the opportunity to be 
the hero, I was really rather 
pleased when I saw the state of 
the petrol-washed Paul after it 
was all sorted. The recent words 
about the classic car community 
and the generosity of the people 
within it have never rung truer. 
The next day, I got the Jensen 
up on the ramps and re-did the 
repair to be on the safe side 
(it was still weeping), which is 
quite unlike my usual gung-ho 
approach. David, who liked 
things to be done properly and 
despaired at my bush-mechanic 
fixes, would have approved. 


Belting-up in 
earlier Jensens 


‘The 541 (1954-59) and 
C-V8 (1962-66) are both 
four-seaters that make 
great family classics, but 
rear belts were never an 
option, so we've developed 
a method of securely fitting 
rear automatic seatbelts. 
The glassfibre construction 
means locating suitable 
anchorage points is more 
of a challenge, but late 
541s and C-V8s come 
with factory front static lap 
and diagonal seatbelts, so 
it’s easier to fit automatics. 
The Interceptor had front 
automatic seatbelts; we 
have plenty of experience 
retro-fitting them with rear 
‘belts, which is relatively 
straightforward.’ 


Monthly advice from Stuart 
Quick of Quickfit Safety 
Belts, one of the UK's 
foremost providers of 
classic and vintage 
seatbelts and racing 
safety harnesses. 


Contact 
+44 (0)20 8206 0101 
www.quickfitsbs.com 
info@quickfitsbs.com 


Investment Quality Automobiles Restoration & Vintage Racing Services |Motorsports Museum 


x 
Concours Restoration Services 


QualityisnitiExnensive itsPriceless 


1973 Porsche RS 

Early second series RS with a 
Monte Carlo and Tour Auto 
racing pedigree. Document- 
ed racing and ownership histo- 
ry. Inlcudes large collection of 
period racing photographs. 


1993 Porsche 964 Turbo S 
The ultimate 964 Turbo, the 
Turbo S Leichtbau. One of 86 
cars ever made and one of 
67 in left-hand drive. 2,258 
original kilometers. 100% 
original, perfect in every way. 


2014 McLaren P| 

Bruce Canepa’s personal PI 
spec’d new. Special Canepa 
Blue paint, with $60,000 of 
options from McLaren Spe- 
cial Operations. One of 375 
produced. 903hp twin-turbo V8. 


00+1.831.430.9940 canepa.com 


Want to learn more? 


To find more pictures and information on our inventory above and to see the rest of our collector vehicles for 


sale, please visit our website at Canepa.com or give us a call at 00+1.831.430.9940. 


4900 Scotts Valley Drive . Scotts Valley .CA . 95066 


OCTANE CARS / Running Reports 


Saved from the skip 


1956 CHEVROLET 
3100 PICK-UP 


SARAH BRADLEY 


VD HAZARD A GUESS that 
many Octane readers are 
hoarders, because it goes with 
the collector-car territory. 
Personally I try to fight the 
impulse, but I fear I’m losing 
the battle. 

Thanks to a champion 
hoarder, I recently uncovered 
the mother-lode of classic 
automotive electrical parts. 
Let me explain. I had an uncle 
Brian, a lovely chap but with a 
serious aversion to throwing 
anything away. When we sadly 
lost him some time ago, his 
widow, my ever-tolerant auntie 
Sandra, set about sorting out 
their house. Four years later, the 
seemingly never-ending job was 
beginning to get her down. 
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Brian was an auto electrician 
from the 1950s until his 
retirement in the early 1990s, 
and he spent the final 12 years 
of his career at Aston Martin’s 
Newport Pagnell factory. When 
an exhausted Sandra recently 
decided to tackle the final 
frontier — his garage, to which 
he'd refused anyone else entry 
for decades — the rest of the clan 
offered to help. As the family 
classic car nut, I volunteered 
to trundle along in OI’ Green, 
my 1956 Chevy pick-up, lend 
a hand filling the hired 12-yard 
skip, do any necessary dump 
runs and ‘rescue’ the odd 
auto-related item that might 
very well turn up. 

Well, nothing prepared me 
for what I found. The garage was 
crammed to the gunwales with 
car and household stuff, among 
which was the ultimate haul of 
period-packaged Lucas parts 
that Brian had accumulated 
throughout his life. Auto bulbs 


All pictures 
Sarah has salvaged her uncle’s 
lifetime collection of classic auto 
electrical parts — appropriately 
transported in the bed of Ol’ Green. 
It’s just possible that such compulsive 
hoarding runs in the family... 


by the hundreds, umpteen 
points, condensers, switches, 
light lenses, spotlamps, chrome 
headlamps, service items, 
specialist tools... it just kept on 
coming. And no, I didn’t find 
any bottles of replacement 
wiring harness smoke! 

After a day of grimy, sweaty, 
hard graft — and ignoring my 
other half’s pleas as I'd departed 
that morning (‘Please don’t 
come home with loads of stuff 
— we've got enough old crap as 
it is!’), I'd filled Ol’ Green’s bed 


twice over with my classic 
cache. I just couldn't skip it; 
I knew it needed to be put 
back into circulation in the 
restoration world. 

Now Brian’s hoard has been 
transferred from his garage to 
mine — but, unlike him, I’m 
determined to do something 
with it. Look out for these Lucas 
treasures at an autojumble near 
you; after years in deep storage, 
this surprise haul of the Prince 
of Darkness’s finest will get the 
chance to shine once again. 


Marreyt Classics - trade +32 475 26 78 65 
bernard.marreyt@skynet.be 
Twin Cam -restoration +32 53 63 12 33 


At the moment of writing, these two exquisite classic cars are on their way to Pebble Beach where they 
will both compete in the Preservation Class. By the time you are reading our advert this world-renowned 
Concours d’Elegance is already well behind us. Reach out to us to find out how our prototype of the rare 
Hudson Italia and our 100% original Maserati 3500GT ex-Cesare Perdisa performed overseas! 


Rolls-Royce Phantom I Tourer by Hooper ex- 
Maharaja of Chhota Udepur — 1926 
Luxurious and expertly restored! Price: 315.000 Euro 


Siata 500 Record — 1938 
One-off built on an upgraded Topolino basis to 
make a bid for the 500cc record. Price: 375.000 Euro 


Rolls-Royce Phantom II Limousine by Hooper — 1932 
Fresh out of 40-year ownership, very well taken care of! 
Price: 165.000 Euro 
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Porsche 912 Soft Window Targa - 1968 
Excellently maintained, this early 912 Targa is your 
ideal summer car! Price: 105.000 Euro 


www.marreyt-classics.com 


OCTANE CARS / Running Reports 


Below 
Sanjay and wife Sam 
enjoyed a great day out 
in the DB7 on the recent 
Hope Classic Rally. 


Reassuringly inexpensive 


1998 ASTON 
MARTIN DB? 
VOLANTE 


my SANJAY SEETANAH 


AN ASTON MARTIN was 
always on my list of dream cars, 
yet I never expected to actually 
own one. However, I’ve now 
had the DB7 for seven years. 
How did that happen? 

I recently attended my local 
Aston Martin Owners Club 
meeting by the Thames in 
Maidenhead, and conversations 
with other owners inevitably led 
to how they came to buy their 
Astons. The usual reply was that 
they had always aspired to own 
one, and that they had to make a 
leap of faith with the purchase. 
As a rule, Astons are not 
affordable cars, and I met one 
young man at the meeting who 
had re-mortgaged his house so 
that he could buy a DB6 to 
restore. Owners are aware of the 
budget required to own and 
maintain such prestigious cars. 

Issues of cost aside, being an 
Aston owner is a real privilege. I 
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often have to pinch myself when 
I get into my car because it feels 
very special indeed to be sitting 
in and driving one — even 
though my DB7 Volante must 
have been one of the greatest 
bargains ever. It has been 
relatively trouble-free, which 
is one reason why it has taken 
me 31 years to produce an 
update here. The Aston has 
become my special weekend car 
while my 1981 BMW 323i Baur 
cabrio is now my daily driver, 
and both have more than 
100,000 miles on the clock. 

The Aston is now over 20 
years old and has covered 
125,000 miles but it had a 
new-ish 9000-mile engine fitted 
at 105,000 miles. Overall, it 
really doesn’t feel like a 
high-mileage car, because the 
previous owner also had a 
considerable amount of work 
done when the engine was 
swapped. Everything is very 
tight and there is still that lovely 
leathery smell in the cockpit 
that all Astons of that period 
seem to have. 

Its most recent outing was for 
this summer’s Hope Classic 


Rally, a wonderful charity event 
where owners allow their cars to 
be driven by people who bid for 
the privilege. One chap had 
volunteered five silver Ferraris! 
Among the 60 cars on the rally 
were a Ferrari 250 GT, an Eagle 
E-type Speedster, an Iso Grifo, 
a Maserati Ghibli, a Porsche 911 
Carrera... and my DB7. The 
120-mile drive was one of the 
most well-planned routes I have 
ever enjoyed, taking us through 
some gloriously picturesque 
villages in Surrey, Hampshire 
and West Sussex, each with 
chocolate-box pubs where I 
could have happily whiled-away 
a lazy Sunday afternoon. I'll 
certainly do that route again. 

Of course, there’s a long list of 
things I could do to improve the 
DB7, none of which are urgent 
but would help keep it in as 
good a condition as I can afford. 
I aim to have both the bumpers 
repainted soon and am 
considering fitting parking 
sensors, as were on the later 
V12s. The car’s MoT is due in 
August and it requires a service, 
so maybe my next report won't 
take so long to submit. 


HOPE CLASSIC RALLY 


‘The classic car 
population in Kent has 
clearly exploded, 
because | can’t even 
get an entry into the 
Herne Bay Classic 
Motor Show this year 
with the ‘Healey’ 


Martyn Goddard 


‘A recent hip 
replacement has kept 
me out of my Abarths 
for fear of dislocation. 
Thankfully, flexibility 
now appears to have 
returned. Tally Ho!’ 


Delwyn Mallett 


‘Don't tell my wife, but 
I’ve just bought another 
classic Alfa that’s been 
laid-up in a garage 
since 1982. And there’s 
no rust! I'll make full 
disclosure next month’ 


Evan Klein 


‘The Singer Le Mans 
to-fix list has grown to 
include low oil pressure, 
a massive engine oil 
leak and a major 
vibro-massage from 

the propshaft’ 


John Simister 
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by Octane staff and contributors 


OVERDRIVE 


Other cars we’ve driven this month 


Heavenly drive to Heveningham 


~ 
Es JAMES ELLIOTT 


HAVING RECEIVED an 
invitation to take part in the 
Suffolk tour that now annually 
precedes the Heveningham Hall 
Concours, I was painfully aware 
that while my cars have their 
charms (in one case, noise; in 
the other — well, I am not quite 
sure what it is) they are in no 
condition to mix with that sort 
of company, the tour being 
largely made up of the concours 
entrants. Instead, I roped in old 
pal Tom Cribb to accompany 
me because he has one of those 
cars — an Alfa Romeo Giulia 
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Super — that seems to be 
comfortable in any company 
and is also in nice condition. 

Tom, who many moons ago 
was ‘in the trade’, first owned 
a Triumph Spitfire that he 
partially restored in his room 
at Exeter University. He has 
since had everything from a 
Lamborghini to a Land Rover. 
At one time he had six Alfas, 
including the oldest Berlina 
in the UK, and he is currently 
restoring a Giulia Sprint 1600 
to be used as a racer. 

This saloon-shaped Giulia 
came along when his kids did, 
forcing him to trade a Duetto 
for something a bit more family- 
friendly. Truth be told, I have 
always quite fancied having a 
Giulia Super of my own, but 
having multiple colleagues who 


have owned them (Richard 
Heseltine in the past, Mark 
Sommer now), and not wanting 
to be perceived as unoriginal, 
has put paid to that. 

So it was that Tom picked 
me up in south-west London as 
the day spluttered to a start on 
Friday 29 June, our intention to 
be in Suffolk for an llam 
kick-off. The car, which hadn't 
been used for a month, also 
spluttered to begin with, an 
irritating misfire clearing as we 
fought our way across London. 

Tom bought this Giulia, 
originally from the South of 
France, from Surrey gent Peter 
Flood, who had done the 
Winter Marathon and some 
rallies in it in 2011. ‘He brought 
it to the debenture car park 
in Twickenham for the Six 


Nations, and after a few glasses 
of medicinal support he agreed 
to sell it to me if the time came. 
A few months later he called... 
Ihad no money at the time!’ 

At that stage the Alfa was very 
original apart from an older 
respray, but a lot has happened 
since — all of it reversible, 
stresses Tom, who retains the 
original parts. It now has a later 
1750 engine built by Bob Dove, 
running on 40 DCOE Webers 
(all Supers run on Webers; only 
earlier lower-capacity models 
had a variety of single 
downdraught Solexes) and 
dumping its gases through an 
Alfaholics exhaust. It has also 
been lowered a mighty 4in, 
which means the sump is 
fearfully exposed and there 
isn't even room to put a guard 


‘WE WERE MAKING THE CORREGT HAND SIGNALS 
BUT NO-ONE UNDERSTANDS THEM ANY MORE’ 


under it. It’s had a handling 
kit from Alfaholics, plus 

a bare-metal respray and 
an interior re-trim. 

The modifications might 
sound extreme to the point 
of undriveable, but I can attest 
that, apart from needing 
nigh-on 2000rpm to pull away 
despite being on normal 
camshafts, it is still lovely to 
drive and could happily be used 
as a daily classic. As is expected, 
both the gearchange and the 
steering are sublime. 

We arrived at Heveningham 
Hall as the tour was departing, 
attached ourselves to the rear 
and just followed in hope. 

It worked and we were treated 
to the sight of the hind-quarters 
of two fine machines - an Aston 
Martin 2 Litre Speed anda 
Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica 

— all the way to the fabulous 
lunch stop at the Reedham 
Ferry Inn, which is accessed by 
a chain ferry across the River 
Yare. After lunch we meandered 
our way back to Heveningham 
Hall via yet more delightful and 
challenging country roads. 


After the concours the 
following day, the little Alfa 
skipped back to London as 
effortlessly and joyfully as it had 
run all weekend, except for that 
time we went over a stray log in 
the road and had major sump 
fears. A quick once-over at the 
roadside soon allayed them. Oh, 
and when the indicators gave up 
the ghost: we were making the 
correct hand signals, but it was 
clear that no-one understands 
them any more and we might as 
well have been spelling out rude 
words in semaphore. And we 
did run out of fuel, but Tom 
carries a jerry can. Not 
necessarily one with a spout, as 
it turned out, but improvising 
with a knife and a water bottle 
got around that. 

It was a great extended drive 
of a super-handling Giulia for 
me and a nice run-out for the 
Alfa. Little does the car know, 
but it has a busy time ahead. It 
will soon head to the Continent, 
where it will live in Portugal and 
be used for rallying by Tom. 
Though not before it has been 
raised by several inches. 


Opposite, left 

and below 

Giulia in good 
company; Elliott at the 
wheel; Sibton Park 
lends an aristocratic 
aura to the Alfa. 


Take two fives 


AUDI RS3 & FORD FOCUS RS500 MarTrHEW HAYWARD 


YOU MIGHT THINK this an odd pairing, but these cars 
have something very interesting in common: five-cylinder 
engines. The vivid green Audi RS3 saloon provided brisk 
transportation to the Goodwood Festival of Speed this year, 
and reminded me just how much I adore this configuration. 

The RS3 is powered by the latest version of Audi’s 2480cc 
TFSI engine, which has been around since Ingolstadt revived 
five-cylinder production in 2009. Acceleration is absurd, grip 
is seemingly limitless and the noise is like nothing else. Not 
quite ‘Group B Audi S1 on the Col de Turini’;, but not far off. 

That slightly offbeat but silky-smooth soundtrack is one 
I will always associate with Audi, but it also became a 
trademark of Volvo's fast estates in the 1990s. Ford later 
borrowed the Scandinavian powerplant to create the 
characterful Mk2 Focus ST and the outright-bonkers RS. 

One of the most extreme hot hatchbacks built at the time, 
the 2010 run-out RS500 edition - complete with matt black 
vinyl wrap — is still the most powerful front-wheel-drive hot 
hatchback ever made. With intake, exhaust and management 
tweaks, Ford made 345bhp from the 2522cc Volvo engine. 

An evening spent in Ford’s heritage fleet example 
confirmed that this is still a serious performer. Although 
there’s little finesse to the way the RS puts its power down, 
the limited-slip differential works overtime to find 
impressive grip. Just as in the Audi, though, the RS500’s 
engine is its most impressive and addictive attribute. Slightly 
more muted than the sports exhaust-equipped RS3, it still 
emits an intoxicating howl as the revs rise. Wonderful. 

In a world in which so many cars are powered by 
four-cylinder engines, any deviation from the norm is 
welcome. I just hope Audi continues its tradition of 
five-cylinder RS models. As scrutiny increases on economy 
and emissions targets, nothing is certain. 
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Gone but not forgotten 


WORDS DALE DRINNON 


AB JENKINS 


He made Bonneville the top speed venue, broke records 


in his aero-engined monster — 


ON AN AUGUST morning in 1940 as the 
sun rose above the Bonneville Salt Flats, the 
still air was suddenly rent by the cacophonous 
roar of a 26-litre Curtiss Conqueror V12 aero 
engine. It powered a vivid orange-and-blue 
streamlined roadster named Mormon Meteor 
III, which soon set out across the blindingly 
white, marble-hard salt as the 57-year-old 
Mayor of Salt Lake City let out the clutch and 
adjusted his driving position for what was 
going to be a long day at the office. 

Disappearing into the sea of white, raising 
a wake of sparkling crystals in the air, the 
speeding car rapidly became a dot on the 
shimmering horizon. Barely more than three 
minutes later and travelling at over 190mph, 
it roared past the small group of observers at 
full chat, having covered a lap of the ten-mile 
diameter circular course marked in the salt. 

Twenty-four hours later, calm returned to 
the flats as the engine was cut. The Mormon 
Meteor III had set 21 records (13 of which are 
still on the FIA record books), virtually all 
that could be attacked, covering 3868 miles 
at an average speed of 161.18mph. ‘The first 
hour, before pit stops dropped the average, 
was clocked at 190.68mph, a speed it would 
take another 15 years to better. 

This was the last record run at Bonneville 
for the duration of the war, and a fitting 
climax to the career of one of the world’s 
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and was still at it aged 73 


most prolific record-breakers, David Abbott 
Jenkins - known to one and all as Ab. 

Ab was born to Welsh immigrants in 
Spanish Fork, Utah, in 1883. His father, also 
called David Abbott, was a master mechanic 
who arrived in the US in 1870 to supervise 
the construction of a steel mill in Kansas. Ab’s 
mother had joined the Mormon Church and 
the couple soon settled in Utah. 

Like many speed-obsessed young men, Ab 
started by dirt-tracking on two wheels. Then, 
in 1910 when there were no connecting 
roads, he decided to ride to Reno. En route he 
ventured onto the Bonneville Salt Flats where 
he maxed his bike out, seeming to float across 
the vast and featureless expanse. It’s said that 
Ab was the first to drive a machine on the flats 
but, first or not, Ab became intoxicated by 
flat-out speed — and the salt. 

By the 1920s Ab was a successful real estate 
contractor, but his record-breaking exploits 
in cars such as Studebaker, Auburn and 
Pierce-Arrow were turning him into a 
professional speed merchant. He became a 
man with a mission: to put Bonneville on the 
map. Co-opting the American Automobile 
Association and the Salt Lake City Chamber 
of Commerce, he laid out two straight tracks 
and some ten-mile diameter circular tracks 
on the salt. In 1932 he jumped into a stripped 
V12_ ~Pierce-Arrow and, driving  single- 


Left 

Ab Jenkins and his Mormon Meteor Ill, 
ready for his 24-hour record run at 
Bonneville in 1940. He averaged 
161.18mph, a record not broken until 1990. 


handed, set a new 24-hour world record. It 
was not recognised internationally so the 
next year he did it again with AAA timers on 
hand, raising the record to 117.82 mph. The 
governing body, in France, refused to believe 
that one man could drive flat-out for 24 hours 
and it tooka while for his record to be verified. 

That Ab could maintain concentration on 
the blinding featureless salt for 24 hours, 
circulating at speeds that would eventually 
approach 200mph, beggars belief. He put his 
phenomenal stamina down to his clean-living 
Mormon religion. He neither drank alcohol 
nor smoked tobacco, but he did consume a 
lot of milk on his runs, swigging bottles-full 
during his refuelling stops. 

Ab’s strategy was working. After he met 
Reid Railton, engineer of John Cobb’s 
Railton-Special and Malcolm Campbell’s Blue 
Bird, in Detroit, the Brits abandoned the 
increasingly unsuitable Daytona Beach and 
headed for Bonneville. Nothing if not a true 
and gracious sportsman, Ab even relinquished 
his booked spot on the salt to enable John 
Cobb to attack his records. 

With Augie Duesenberg, Ab built his first 
Duesenberg-powered speedster in 1935 and 
raised the record, but more power was needed 
in the frantic race for ever-higher speeds. In 
1936 a Curtiss Conquerer aero engine was 
fitted to the “‘Duesy’ chassis, the result named 
Mormon Meteor after a competition. The 
Mormon Meteor III followed in 1939. 

The citizens of Salt Lake City had 
developed such affection for their ‘King of the 
Salt’ that in 1940 it was suggested he run for 
Mayor. He was duly elected without giving a 
speech or spending a single campaign dollar. 

Ab’s biggest regret was that he never held 
the flying-mile record. So in 1946, aged 63, he 
announced plans for a 600mph jet-powered 
car designed on aircraft principles by Alex 
Tremulis of Cord and Tucker fame. It came to 
nothing but Ab’s value to the auto industry as 
a promoter of speed and safety continued. 

In June 1956, to enliven its image, Pontiac 
lured the 73-year-old Speed King back to 
Bonneville to attack unlimited and Class C 
stock-car records. With son Marv as second 
driver, Ab once again roared around his salt 
circle in a 24-hour marathon and broke 28 
records, including 24 hours at a 118.375mph 
average. Just six weeks later, on the way to 
another Pontiac promotion at Elkhart Lake 
race track, Ab Jenkins died of a heart attack. 


WILLIAMS HERITAGE 


The Williams Conference Centre is set in rural Oxfordshire 
and is home to the largest private collection of Formula 
One cars in the world. Housing more than AO of the team's 
seminal race cars, the Williams Grand Prix Collection charts 
the team's 40 years of motor racing history. 


COME AND SEE THE 
COLLECTION FOR YOURSELF 


TRAVEL THROUGH TIME 
AT WILLIAMS: 


Walk through the Champions’ Gallery 


Discover the story of the Williams Founders 
- Sir Frank Williams and Sir Patrick Head 


Take a guided tour of Sir Frank Williams’ 
Grand Prix Collection spanning 40 years 
of racing and some of the most iconic 
racing cars in history 


Go behind the scenes in the Technology 
Exhibition to see how a Formula One 
team really operates 


Complete your tour in the Williams 
Trophy Room and see the silverware 
from 16 World Championship titles 


WWW.WILLIAMSF1.COM 


Fl, FORMULA I, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX W | | | | A M S 


and related marks are trade marks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 
company. All rights reserved. 


Icon 


WORDS DELWYN MALLETT 


ALTON ESTATE, 


aay 
— 


* 
* 
* 
al 
. 
* 
. 
* 

_ 


ROEHAMPTON 


Le Corbusier influenced it, architects loved it — but 
this Modernist housing scheme’s days are numbered 


UTOPIAN OR DYSTOPIAN? Maybe 
both. In 1961 the architectural community 
declared the Roehampton estate ‘probably 
the finest low-cost housing development in 
the world, yet in a 1984 television poll it was 
voted London's worst building scheme. It 
was built not for profit but to fulfil an urgent 
social need. And now the integrity of the 
original design is under threat from build- 
for-profit developers. 

After World War Two, Britain faced a 
desperate housing shortage. In the debate on 
how to solve that problem as rapidly and 
economically as possible, the Modernists 
won. The morale-raising Festival of Britain 
held in 1951 tipped the balance in favour of 
the always-controversial Modernist style, 
which was soon adopted as the architectural 
preference of the welfare state. 
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London County Council was the largest 
authority of its kind, with the world’s largest 
architectural department, and committed to 
provide quality social housing to replace 
London's slums. So in 1951 it proposed a 
massive two-phase project on _ the 
compulsorily purchased estates of the 
Georgian villas that comprised the once- 
gentrified Roehampton Park, abutting 
Richmond Park to the west of London. 

The team leader for what became the 
Alton East estate, built between 1952 and 
1955, was Rosemary Stjernstedt (née Owen- 
Smith), the first woman to achieve Senior 
Grade One status at the LCC. Prior to the 
war, Owen-Smith had moved to Sweden 
(where she married) to pursue a career in 
town planning. Her experience there would 
have a direct influence on her approach to 


‘IN THE 1950s, LONDON 
COUNTY COUNCIL HAD 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
ARCHITECTURAL DEPARTMENT’ 


the Roehampton project, resulting in ‘hard’ 
and ‘soft’ approaches to the buildings and a 
division of input between the scheme’s teams 
of architects. Alton East is the softer, more 
Scandinavian of the schemes and has a 
greater use of brick and wood facing, while 
Alton West, 1954-59, is the product of the 
LCC’s architectural ‘young Turks’ led by 
Colin Lucas. It’s pure concrete Modernist. 

Le Corbusier’s Unité d’Habitation south of 
Marseille, also known as Cité Radieuse 
(Radiant City) and completed in 1952, is the 
most influential of his buildings. It was visited 
en masse by the LCC architects, providing 
the template for the Alton West scheme. 

Le Corbusier built only the one Unité 
dHabitation but his LCC acolytes got to 
build five. Floating on pillars and set in a 
spacious, green, park-like space, each of the 
staggered horizontal-slab blocks comprises 
stacked layers of two-storey maisonettes. A 
sixth and similar block was completed later to 
form, in the words of the architects, a ‘marker 
block’ at the entrance to the estate. Two 
groups of taller tower blocks, with enviable 
views across the expanse of Richmond Park, 
are linked to the five ‘unités’ by the 
landscaping and a variety of low-rise but still 
Modernist dwellings. 

On completion, architects, town planners, 
politicians and critics from across the globe 
visited the scheme and lavished it with praise 
for its sensitivity to the needs of its tenants 
and integration into the landscape. In the 
years that followed, others found the estate 
appealing for quite different reasons. In 1966 
French film director Francois Truffaut shot 
scenes on the Alton Estate for his adaptation 
of Ray Bradbury’s novel Fahrenheit 451, 
depicting a dystopian book-burning future. 
The 1978 cop drama Sweeney 2, subscribing 
to the stereotype that high-rises breed 
criminals, also used the Alton Estate. 

Now, despite the Grade II listing of many 
of the buildings, the very essence of the estate 
that makes it unique is under threat from 
massive demolition and a 1000-home infill 
scheme of eight-storey flats that would divide 
Alton East from Alton West. Architecture 
students need to get there now, before one 
of Britain’s most significant last-century 
architectural achievements is compromised. 


VINTAGE & HISTORIC CAR MANUFACTURING SERVICES 


Triple M by JSWL are renowned for the quality of their 
component manufacture and machining. From the 
smallest component to billet differential cages and 
the ultimate - brand new Alfa Romeo é6c 1750 engines. 


Engines, Heads, Gearboxes 
Suspension & Brake Components 
CNC Production 

Foundry & Pattern Shop Association 
Manufacturing & Re-engineering 
Reverse Engineering 
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Places to go 
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CHATEAU DE COMPIEGNE 


Here you'll find an electric record-breaker, and more 


THIS MONTH, we visit a museum mainly 
to stand in the presence of a single car, 
although it has plenty of good company. A 
couple of hours north-east of Paris lies the 
old military town of Compiégne, twinned 
with Bury St Edmunds. A little way out of 
town is the Glade of the Armistice, with a 
replica of the railway carriage where the 
1918 signing of the armistice with Germany 
took place. The Germans took the original 
carriage away during World War Two after 
signing the deal in it to create Vichy France; 
it was later destroyed by fire. 

Our focus here, though, is the Museum of 
Vehicles and Tourism, situated in the Palace 
of Compiégne. Built for Louis XV and later 
restored by Napoleon, it makes a fine setting 
for a wonderful collection of automobiles 
and carriages. Many of these vehicles are 
kept in a dusty, covered courtyard, looking 
like a monster barnfind collection, but 
behind this area, in the old kitchens, is a 
smaller collection of some of France’s most 
historic cars. 

As you enter this room, your breath is 
taken away by the star car of the collection. 
It’s the Land Speed Record car La Jamais 
Contente, parked on the hearth of a huge 
fireplace and looking like a present from 
a generous Santa Claus. It was built by 
Belgian inventor Camille Jenatzy to defeat 
his rival Count de Chasseloup-Laubat and 
his Jeantaud car. 

Running on a perfectly straight and level 
road through a new sewage farm at Achéres, 
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on the outskirts of Paris, they set six records 
between them in just over six months, 
beginning in 1898. The Count set the first 
benchmark of 39.24mph, but the pace 
quickly hotted up with La Jamais Contente 
becoming the first car officially to exceed 
100km/h - it reached 105km/h (65.79mph) 
in April 1899. Both machines were electric- 
powered and were the last electric cars to 
hold the record. 

The Jeantaud was likened to ‘a torpedo 
boat on wheels, whereas La Jamais Contente 
was likened to the actual torpedo. These cars 
astonished the adoring public, who had been 
led to believe that the human body could 
not survive the incredible speed of a mile a 
minute. Jenatzy, known as “The Red Devil’ 
due to his flaming red hair and beard, 
perched almost on top of his car, the drag of 
his bared teeth, along with the exposed 
chassis of the car, surely nullifying the 
brilliance of the aerodynamic body. He said 
that his neck muscles became rigid in 
resisting the pressure of the air. 


Clockwise from left 

Camille Jenatzy and La Jamais Contente after 
exceeding 100km/h in 1899; diverse French 
machinery from that era; cars and carriages in a 
courtyard; Jenatzy’s car today; the palace itself. 


The name of the car hinted at Jenatzy’s 
attitude towards speed, though there was 
another suggestion that La Jamais Contente 
was a dig at his mother-in-law. Certainly, 
Jenatzy was a practical joker, a characteristic 
that caused his premature death. 

As you stand and stare at this wonderful 
machine, you truly feel you are in the 
presence of something awe-inspiring. Is it 
worth visiting a car museum for just one car? 
In this case it certainly is, especially as the 
dozen or so other cars in the rooms, many 
from the 19th Century, also merit close 
study. Another room holds an amazingly 
varied collection of cycles. 

The 1337-room palace, packed with art 
and furniture, is wonderful in itself, as are its 
gardens; many prefer it to the Palace of 
Versailles. It is certainly less crowded. There’s 
a well-stocked gift shop too. 


Chateau de Compiégne, Place du Général de 
Gaulle, 60200 Compiégne. Open 10am to 
6pm, closed Tuesdays, admission €7.50. 
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Thompson Speedway & Raceway 


TERRY O’NEIL, Dalton Watson, £145, ISBN 978 185443 298 8 


Here is a macro-size analysis 

of a microcosm, in microscopic 
detail. The microcosm is a 
club-level race circuit — or two 
circuits, some of the time — 

in Connecticut, eastern USA. 

It was created in 1940, closed in 
1977 and opened again in 2014, 
leaving land disputes, legal battles, political fights 
with the races’ rulemakers and a convoluted 
history in its wake. Plus memories of terrific racing 
and some big characters. 

British (and UK-domiciled) writer Terry O’Neil 
introduces us to Thompson Speedway, a mini- 
Indianapolis banked oval just five-eighths of a mile 
round, and to Thompson Raceway, the ‘road’ 
circuit built next to the Raceway in 1952 and able 
to incorporate part of the oval. The former featured 
much ‘Midget’ racing, tall single-seaters with 
prominent nerf bars to prevent entanglement of 
the open wheels. The latter, like Watkins Glen and 
others, took European racing as its model, with 
European sports cars and saloons dominating the 
events — apart from Chevrolet Corvettes, which, 
judging by their frequent appearances in the 
hundreds of black-and-white archive shots, were 
the US's most regularly oversteering cars. 

The photographs are the key to appreciating this 
publication: races, crashes, personalities, publicity 
shots and newspaper cuttings, plus covers of event 
programmes, posters and the track magazine 
Haybale. But there are also year-by-year results of 
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every single race at every single meeting, reports of 
those meetings — and it does get a little relentless. 
The sheer quantity of the material presented is why 
the tale of this little venue, carved out of the dirt to 
a standard too low to satisfy the Sports Car Club of 
America’s criteria for national-level races, fills two 
hefty hardback volumes sharing a slipcase and 
totalling 760 pages, with a pricetag to suit. 

More could have been made of the in-fighting 
over shareholdings between John Hoenig (land 
owner and Speedway protagonist) and George 
Weaver (Raceway manager) as the tracks’ layouts 
changed and the divide between amateur and 
professional drivers widened. But racing names 
such as Briggs Cunningham, Walt Hansgen, Lance 
Reventlow, Denise McCluggage, Sam Posey and 
Black & Decker heir Duncan Black feature 
strongly, and it’s intriguing to see Cooper 500s, 
Minis and even a Saab-Volkswagen special 
racing in such an American setting. Js 


— 
JAGUAR 
XK 


Jaguar XK 


NIGEL THORLEY, Veloce, £40, 
ISBN 978 1 787113 02 2 


This is a re-issue of a 2008 
book from Veloce’s Great Cars 
series, a tag clearly not 
copyrighted. It covers all the 
original XK family apart from 
the C-type, with detailed 
descriptions of the breed’s 
genesis and evolution from 
one model to the next plus 
lots on the industry context, 
motorsport exploits and 
contemporary critics’ views. 
Bold studio shots are backed 
by ample archive photography. 
It’s a fine effort in a crowded 
corner of the market. But £40 
for 152 re-issued pages, albeit 
on lush paper? Hmm... Js 


How to be a 
Motoring Journalist 


ROY LANCHESTER, sniffpetrol.com, 


£7.99, ISBN 978 1 980590 24 8 


First things first: THIS IS A 
SPOOF. ‘Roy Lanchester’ is 
the alias of Richard Porter, 
former Top Gear script writer 
and the genius behind website 
sniffpetrol.com. So what we 
have here is the parody bio of 
a motoring journo of the old 
school, out for everything he 
can blag. Inevitably, it’s 
something of an ‘in’ joke but 
there are lots of good lines. 
Our fave? “They say that if you 
can remember the late ’80s in 
car journalism, you probably 
weren't on the Peugeot 405 
launch in Tangiers...’ MD 
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The Key 


Edited by ANTONIO GHINI, 
www .theclassiccartrust.com, 
€30, ISBN 978 3 033 06693 9 


to the classic car movement. 
Then there are interviews with 
people ranging from Pebble 


Best described as a softback 
book in magazine format, The 
Key is a new venture from The 


Chaparral 


RICHARD FALCONER with DOUG NYE, 
Motorbooks Int'l, 1992, value today £125 


Although it’s the story of and it was among the first 


Classic Car Trust, a body of 
influential collectors, experts 
and aficionados. The Key is 


published once a year, is edited 
by a former director of Ferrari's 


PR, and has contributors that 
include John Lamm and 


Donald Osborne, plus Octane’s 


Massimo Delbo — which 
suggests that it’s definitely 
worth taking seriously. 
There are certainly some 
fascinating features in its 
168 pages. One of the most 
intriguing is a chart of 
the world’s top 100 car 
collectors, based not only 
on the value of their cars, but 
also on what they give back 


Aston Martin 


Lagonda: Yesterday’s 


Tomorrow Today 


RICHARD VAUGHAN, Lulu.com, 
£79.92, ISBN 978 1 387 91270 4 


‘Back then it was science 
fiction made real’ A quote 
from the foreword. At least, 

I think it’s the foreword. This 
book reeks of self-publishing, 
and is not one for lovers of 
elegant graphic design. Yet it 
is packed with history, both 
anecdotal and of production, 
and illuminates with period 
brochures, press releases, ads 


and spec tables, and a chassis- 
by-chassis listing of all the 645 


Lagondas made. Brilliant and 
appalling in equal measure. 


Rather like the car. GW 


a great American race car, 
author Richard Falconer is 
a Brit — his day job is as an 
architect - who became 
interested in Chaparrals 
after buying the remains of 
a Chaparral 1, chassis 005, 
back in 1974. He put the 
knowledge he’d gained 
about the marque during 
its restoration to good use 
by writing this definitive 
history, released in 1992. 
The publisher, MBI, 
was taking something of 
a gamble with a book on 
such a niche subject but 
their confidence was 
rewarded with strong sales, 


Beach supremo Sandra Button 
to FIA president Jean Todt, and 
more general-interest articles 
on, say, the restoration of Elvis 
Presley’s BMW 507. 
Beautifully produced on 
heavy-stock art paper, The Key 
is an intriguing project and one 
that serious enthusiasts should 
consider signing up for. MD 


in a long-running series that 
encompassed other great 
marques such as Scarab and 
Ford’s GT40. Containing 
interviews with Jim Hall 
and key Chaparral figures, 
great photos from the Dave 
Friedman collection, plus 
appendices on each chassis, 
it is highly sought after 
today. Ben Horton 


Lang Cooper 97 


ED HEUVINK, McKlein Publishing, €79.90, from www.mckleinstore.com 


For those that are a little 
mystified by this book’s title, 
the next line — Peter Brock’s 
Group 7 USRRC sports car 
— should help clarify. Or, as 
John Simister exclaimed the 
moment he saw the cover: 
‘Oh, the Cooper Cobra; Revell made a kit of it, 
along with the Chaparral 2C” Indeed it did. 

As you might imagine, having heard the word 
Cobra, this 1964 racer was designed by Peter 
Brock (of Daytona Cobra fame) and was based on 
a Cooper Monaco, rebodied and with the same 
289ci Ford V8 as powered the Shelby. Lang? 

As is the wont with many race cars, this 
one became known by its sponsor's name, 
in this case brewery heir Craig Lang. 

The car, actually the second Lang 
Cooper, the original having been crashed, 
was intended for the prolifically talented 
Dave MacDonald, but he died in the Indy 
500 before competing in it. It was Ed Leslie 
— best remembered for racing a 
Lightweight E-type with Frank Morrill - 
who took up the reins. Results were 
unspectacular, however, and the Cooper 


Cobra slid into club racing before winding up 
in a South Carolina scrapyard. 

Thankfully saved, restored and racing again, it is 
now the subject of this impressive book, complete 
with foreword by Brock himself and introduction 
by Bill Warner, the indefatigable enthusiast who 
discovered and saved the car in the 1990s. 
Limited to 999 copies and presented in a slipcase, 
the LP-sized hardback has 158 pages and over 240 
pictures and illustrations and is a great read. 

It also covers Cooper Cars and the King Cobra, 
but obviously not in the same depth as the Lang 
Cooper, about which it is hard to imagine there 
are very many more stones left to turn. JE 
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Gear 


COMPILED BY CHRIS BIETZK 


HONDA MONKEY 125 


The styling recalls the classic Honda minibikes 
of old, but this is really a dressed-up Grom, 
meaning it’s substantially bigger and more 
powerful than the 49cc Monkeys you 
remember. As as result it’s not quite as 
charming as Its forebears, but it’s a whole lot 
more practical: the 125cc engine makes 
9.25bhp — plenty, given the kerbweight of 
107kg — and is complemented by a four-speed 
gearbox, disc brakes and ABS. 

£3699. honda.co.uk 


GRAND PRIX DU CAP 
ANTIBES POSTER 


By 1929 Russian émigré Alexis Kow 
was in demand, his knack for drawing 
with perfect perspective earning him a 

series of commissions from auto 
manufacturers. He found time, though, 
to produce the poster for April's Grand 
Prix du Cap d’Antibes, and this is 
a vanishingly rare original example of 
his brightly coloured design. 
SPOA. vintageautoposters.com 


LEICA M10 ie i @ 


EDITION ZAGATO 
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| Hl 
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When the folks at Zagato were given a TES oe 
the opportunity to design a limited- 
edition version of the M10, they were 
never likely to make it heavier. Their 
all-aluminium camera weighs 70g 
less than the standard M10 and 
comes with a special Summilux-M 
35mm f/1.4 lens that features 

a new integrated lens hood. 
£18,000. leica-camera.com 
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HESKETH SUPER 
BEAR CUFFLINKS 
BY ALYSSA SMITH 


‘When | first entered motorsport, most 
people thought me a buffoon,’ wrote 
Lord Hesketh in 1974. But few of 
those people achieved anything as 
memorable as the buffoon behind ‘the 
biggest little racing team in the world’. 
These silver cufflinks in the shape of 
the equipe’s beloved mascot Super 
Bear take us right back to Hesketh’s 
marvellously madcap Grand Prix run, 
when playboys Hesketh and Hunt took 
on and beat the F1 establishment. 
£195. alyssasmith.co.uk 


BRUMOS 911 RSR PAINTING BY JEAN-YVES TABOUROT 


This year’s 70th anniversary celebrations have drawn some fabulous old Porsches 
out of hiding, but you won't be seeing the winner of the 1973 Daytona 24 Hours 
on a concours lawn any time soon, for it no longer exists. The Peter Gregg/Hurley 

Haywood 911 RSR was loaned to Brumos Racing by Porsche and pulled to bits 
by the factory afterwards — but Jean-Yves Tabourot hasn't forgotten it. 
Original £POA, prints from £89. jytbespokeart.com 


NHRA 1977 
GATORNATIONALS T-SHIRT 


The National Hot Rod Association has had a 
rummage in its archive and turned up dozens 
of pieces of promotional artwork. You can’t 
buy the originals, but for $26 the NHRA will 
gladly send you a T-shirt emblazoned with 
your favourite — and your favourite, we can 
promise you, will be this one. 
$26. nhra.com 


LEGO MINI COOPER 


Scarily, it is now getting on for 20 years since production of the ‘proper’ Mini ended, 
but the last-of-line MkVII is still available to buy, albeit with some assembly required: 
Lego reckons it will take you an afternoon to put together the 1077 pieces. 

£79.99. lego.com 
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Models 


REVIEWS AND PHOTOGRAPHY MARK DIXON 


1:12 scale 


1970 Porsche 917K 


By Minichamps Price £219.95 Material Diecast 


The 1970 Le Mans 24 Hours was a very wet affair, with 
only seven cars classified as finishers. First among 
them was the Porsche 917 Kurzheck (‘short tail’) in 
the poptastic red-with-white-streaks livery of Porsche 
Salzburg, which was driven steadily but surely by Richard 
Attwood and Hans Herrmann from 15th place on the grid 
to a clear five-lap victory. 


1969 Ford Open Sports 
Marsh Models £197.95 
Very nicely finished handbuilt of the 
Alan Mann Racing one-off that was 
driven by Jack Brabham in Can-Am. 


1939 Bugatti T57C Cabrio Hardtop 
Carbon £308.95 
Expensive but exquisite: this handbuilt 
depicts chassis #57798, a cabrio 
rebodied as a coupé by Graber. 


Minichamps has done a superb job of replicating the 
winning 917K’s startling colour scheme, which is all the 
more eye-catching on this huge 1:12 scale model, and it’s 
good to see correctly lettered Goodyear ‘blue line’ tyres, 
too. None of the panels open or lift off (though the front 
wheels are steerable) but that’s no matter. It’s a piece of 
period art, at an extremely reasonable price. 


1957 Bertone BAT 7 concept 
Autocult £86.95 
Autocult has done a great job of 
casting this BAT-car’s complex curves, 
complemented by very fine trim. 


Classic model 


WORDS AND IMAGE: ANDREW RALSTON 


1956 Ford 
Convertible 
by Benbros 


The Matchbox series from 1953 
spawned many imitators, though 
few could match Lesney’s 
original products for quality. 
First to offer a direct challenge 
was a small firm founded in East 
London in the late 1940s by 
brothers Nathan and Jack 
Benenson, under the Benbros 
trademark. Having noted 
Matchbox’s packaging style, 
Benbros made its boxes look 
like TV sets, the status symbol 
of the day, and called the toys 
the ‘TV Series’. They were soon 
replaced by brighter red-and- 
yellow boxes and the series 
was renamed ‘Mighty Midgets’. 

Early subjects included 
horse-drawn carts, a fire engine, 
Foden timber transporter, 
military vehicles, then Land 
Rovers and other trucks, but, 
other than a trio of veterans, 
there were few cars. Only one 
was British, a Wolseley 6/80 
police car, the other three 
- Chevrolet Station Wagon, 
Hudson and Ford — being 
American. Each shared the 
same base casting, which 
incorporates the front and rear 
bumpers and makes the cars 
look very clumsy. 

Another problem is metal 
fatigue, which occurs when the 
zinc-based Zamak alloy used for 
casting becomes contaminated. 
Hence the patchwork of lines 
covering the bodywork of the 
Ford pictured here. It’s almost 
too fragile to touch... 

Benbros tried to up its game 
and in the 1960s produced 
larger-scale diecast models 
under the Zebra Toys name. 

The company ceased trading 
in 1965, so its products are now 
much rarer than the better-made 
and better-known Dinky Toys. 


Crude its products may 
have been, but it’s obscure 
brands such as Benbros that 
are becoming increasingly 
desirable to collectors today. 


1954 Ferrari 250 Europa 
BBR £221.20 
Vignale’s quirky lines have been well 
captured by BBR, and the paint and 
bright trim are unimpeachable. 


2017 KTM X-Bow 
Spark £53.95 
Well-priced model of the Austrian-built 
road and track car, and available in a 
variety of specs and lairy colours. 


1940 Packard Super 8 Darrin 
Matrix £93.95 
It’s actually very dark green rather than 
black, appropriately subtle for this 
Dutch Darrin-styled luxury sedan. 


190 Models shown are available from Grand Prix Models, +44 (0)1295 278070, www.grandprixmodels.com 


TARUFFI’S FINAL TRIUMPH 


Ferrari dominated what was to be the final running of the Mille Miglia, 
with Piero Taruffi maintaining a steady pace to secure victory by three 
minutes as many competitors dropped by the wayside. So surprised 
was he, and disturbed at the fate of others, that he retired from racing 
on the spot! 

His magnificent V12-powered mount is beautifully reproduced here by 
Italian specialists BBR in 1:18 as a resin hand built model. There are 
no opening parts but the cockpit and other exterior detailing is exquisite 
and the release is limited to just 500 numbered editions, so be quick! . 
Just £241.75 Post Free* 


“UK only, overseas post at cost. Please use voucher code Octane335S when ordering 


Our Banbury showroom is open one Saturday per month 12 noon-5pm 
Next open Saturdays - September 1st, October 6th & November 3rd 
Grand Prix Models 
4 Thorpe Close, Thorpe Way 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 4SW, UK 
Tel: 01295 278070 


mail@grandprixmodels.com 


www.grandprixmodels.com 
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SHELSLEY WALSH 


speed history : future records 


AUTUMN SPEED FINALE 


The final hill climb of the 2018 season 


Paul Matty Sports Cars, Ferrari, Classic Marques, WAMC, HSA, Midland Speed, 
Jaquar 4-Hills, Porsche, Downton Minis & Morgan Sports Car Club 


Become a member of the MAC for 2019 and get your day's entry fee back 


Advance tickets available from £8 


Under 16s go free 


shelsleywalsh 


walsh.com 


The MHDCRI Is a 60's Inspires 


MHD CR1 CHRONOGRAPH 
AUTOMOTIVE INSPIRED WATCHES BY AN AUTOMOTIVE DESIGNER 


e themed hrono 


md inmntedt 


IN STOCK NOW AT £300 www.MHDWatches.com 
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This unique oil painting of René Jules Lalique dated 1931 with full provenance Is included in the sale. 
The exclusive G.G. Weiner Collection of 
*Unique Lalique Mascots comes to auction! 


on Thursday 6th September 2018 during the Goodwood Revival week, 
so as to allow viewing at Gorringes salerooms in near-by Lewes, Sussex. 


Accumulated since the turn of the century which 
should prove to be “The sale of the century!” 


Lalique French glass automotive mascots (hood ornaments), associated desk ornaments, trophies, 
paperweights and bookends of the inter-war Art Deco period to modern (discontinued) pieces. Also 
included in the sale is a large octagonal plate glass display case, black glass circular display stands, 
various Lalique ephemera relating to the mascots, including reference books, auction catalogues, 
brochures, flyers etc. Log-onto: www.gorringes.co.uk and follow the link to “The G.G. Weiner Collection" 


See the video on YouTube and on Facebook (search the same title). 


*To order the book of the same title go to: www.uniquelaliquemascots.simplesite.com 
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EDITED BY FELIX BISCHOF AND ALEXANDRA ZAGALSKY 


VINTAGE WATCHES 


IN SEARCH OF WABI SABI: 
TROPICAL DIALS 


Collectors are celebrating patina and imperfection 


‘TEN YEARS AGO, a friend gave me a 
book about something called Wabi Sabi, 
says British novelist and broadcaster Marcel 
Theroux at the start of his 2009 BBC 
documentary In Search of Wabi Sabi. “The 
book opened my eyes to an extraordinary 
idea: a Japanese view of the world that seems 
to celebrate the beauty of imperfection, 

Intrigued by this unusual concept, 
seemingly at odds with Western ideals of 
beauty which strive for flawlessness, 
Theroux heads to Japan. His quest takes him 
from Tokyo's skyscrapers to the incense- 
scented temples of Kyoto. Wabi Sabi, it turns 
out, is hard to define, so ingrained is the idea 
in Japanese culture and history. 

The Wabi Sabi idea and its acceptance of 
transience may well explain the accelerating 
trend for collecting vintage watches that 
show honest signs of wear. These may 
include unpolished cases and unique 
aesthetic flaws to case, bezel or bracelet 
which point to a model's provenance. Most 
visually striking, however, are inimitable 
changes to a timepiece’ dial, brought about 
by the elements and the passing of time. 


The spider-web - or ‘crazing’ — dials of 
1980s Rolex models are one example. The 
company was trying new materials at that 
time, such as a glossy finish to the dials of 
sports models. Sometimes, over the years, 
the top layer of the applied lacquer has 
cracked to reveal a spider web-like pattern. 

Or there are ‘tropical’ dials, mostly found 
in vintage timepieces made between the 
mid-’50s and the late ’60s. Characteristics 
such as surfaces with marble-like patterns, 
or distinct marks, stains and blotches, can 
help define a tropical dial. These aesthetic 
nuances stem from the same ‘flaw’: an 
erosion of the original sun-protection agent 
applied to the dials, so the chemical finish 
has reacted to prolonged sunlight and heat. 

The c1963 Rolex 1601 Stainless Steel 
Datejust pictured here, and for sale at £4783, 
illustrates the effect well with its dramatic 
tropical dial framed by a fluted bezel in 
white gold. The dial, originally silvered, is 
described by the seller as ‘harvest gold’ 

Other Wabi  Sabi-qualifying events 
include steam and moisture entering the 
watch via non-water-resistant cases. So, 


MARKET WATCH 


while vintage watches in near-perfect factory 
condition command top dollar at auction, 
tropical dials with all their so-called flaws 
have their own loyal following. 

Demand is on the up: last November in 
Hong Kong, Phillips sold a 1971 Audemars 
Piguet ‘A Series’ stainless-steel Royal Oak 
with subtle dark brown marks on the dial for 
HK$325,000. Each Wabi Sabi watch has 
unique characteristics never anticipated 
during manufacture. Below are three more; 
all four are for sale via 1stdibs.com. 


1950s OMEGA YELLOW GOLD SEAMASTER 


Competitively priced at £1609, this 1950s 
Omega Seamaster is powered by a manually 
wound movement. The yellow gold 34mm case 
and sloped lugs are matched with the rich 
golden tone of its tropical dial, which was 
originally silver-coloured. It’s almost as though 
it was meant to look like this. 
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ROLEX AIRKING SUPER PRECISION 


Dated to c1971, this Rolex Oyster Perpetual 
Airking Super Precision with 34mm stainless 
steel case and self-winding (1530) movement 
has recently been serviced. Its exceptional dial 
— a beige golden tropical dial with a white 
polka dot-like texture — has been kept intact, to 
many a collector's delight. Yours for £3806. 


LONGINES CONQUEST 


Launched in 1954, Longines’ Conquest 
models are design classics. This 36mm 
stainless-steel example from c1960 is priced at 
£2452. The dial’s original black has faded and 
marked to reveal a subtle marbled surface. The 
caseback features Longines’ emblem of a gold 
and green enamel plaque with a fish mascot. 


~ | 


JEAN-YVES TABOUROT 


ORIGINALS, LIMITED EDITION PRINTS 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE COMMISSIONS 
JYTBESPOKEART.COM 


Speciat 7" Anniversary -20% For OcTANE READERS, cope PORSC70 


Cartier Tank Francaise 2008 Hublot Big Bang 2008 Omega Speedmaster 1967 
£15,000 £10,750 


We buy and sell 
luxury watches 


maunderwatches.co.uk 


Omega Seamaster 2298.80.00 Rolex Datejust Ladies 1990 Rolex GMT-Master II 16710 1999 01483 576335 
£2,500 £5,850 £7,995 
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EDITED BY FELIX BISCHOF AND ALEXANDRA ZAGALSKY 


NEW WATCHES 


CERTINA DS PH200M 


This new waterproof timepiece is based 
on a 1960s design tested by US marines 


NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, this 
new £565 DS (which stands for 
Double Security) looks great on the 
wrist. It’s a re-issue of one of the 
Swiss brand’s earliest dive watches 
from the late 1960s. 

Certina has a long history of tool 
watches linked with high-profile 
underwater expeditions. In one 
example, Certina dive models were 
worn by US Navy aquanauts taking 


part in the Sealab-II project of 1965S, 
which tested human effectiveness in 
an under-sea research station. From 
their submersible, the marines were 
also aided by a bottlenose dolphin 
that they trained to ferry supplies 
between the habitat and the surface. 

This is just one story that adds to 
the romance of the brand. But this 
DS PH200M speaks for itself with 
its striking retro look, the result of 


CERTINA 


= Wy 


its cool black-and-grey NATO strap, 
the smooth black bezel and the jet- 
black dial — fittingly large at 42.8mm 
— with its punchy red crosshair 
design and a seconds hand to 
match. Claimed to be robust inside 
and out, the DS is powered by the 
brand’s workhorse Powermatic 80 
self-winding movement and _ is 
waterproof down to 200m. 


MARKET WATCH 


RAYMOND WEIL THE MARSHALL 
AMPLIFICATION LIMITED EDITION 


Marshall's famous black boxes helped to 
shape the sounds of the 1960s and '70s, 
making music not just louder but better. Swiss 
watchmaker Raymond Weil has released this 
mean-machine PVD case in collaboration with 
the amplifier giant. Limited to 1000 examples, 


CHRISTOPHER WARD C7 ROSSO CORSA 
COSC LIMITED EDITION 


Rosso Corsa, or Racing Red, needs no 
introduction as the emblematic colour of Italian 
motorsport. The vermillion dial is not the 
watch’s only tie with the automotive world; 
as with all models from the marque’s Rapide 
collection, its case is constructed from four 


SEIKO PROSPEX SPB077 


Japanese watch brand Seiko unveiled six new 
Prospect models earlier this year. The selection 
included a re-issue of its first hi-beat 300m dive 
watch from 1968, limited to a run of 15,000 
and priced at just over £4800. The watch 
pictured here, a ‘re-interpretation’ of that much 
sought-after icon of 1968, is the next best thing 


and, even better, will set you back only a very 
reasonable £999. It borrows several classic 
design cues from the original, but it’s altogether 
less chunky, thanks to a thinner bezel 
(available in black or blue) and contemporary 
Seiko arrow-tipped hands. 


£999, seiko.co.uk 
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separate parts inspired by the architecture of 
high-performance sports cars. This 200-piece 
edition is finished in black DLC with a matt-red 
aluminium outer band. Inside, the Rosso Corsa 
is full of Alpine toughness, thanks to a 
Swiss-made, COSC-certified movement. 


£995, christopherward.co.uk 


this black and gold chronograph looks suitably 
fierce and robust with just the right amount of 
avant-garde design details. Spot the slanting 
date window between 4 and 5 o'clock and 
look closely at the dial: the guilloche patterns 
mirror the weave of a Marshall grille cloth. 


£1195, raymond-weil.com 


SALES | SERVIGINGS Er SoC w© Nee ACING 


1967 ASTON MARTIN DB6 SALOON MKI RHD 1972 FERRARI DINO 246 GT LHD 


RESTORED BY TEE FACTOR aINsig22 SOLD NEW IN CANADA WITH AIR CONDITIONING 
ORIGINAL COLOUR COMBINATION ONLY 15,500 RECORDED MILES FROM NEW 
CHASSIS NUMBER DB6/3206/R CHASSIS NUMBER 03162 
£275,000 £275,000 


Fe eS ie? Ae : . — a 


1960 JAGUAR XK150 3.8S DHC RHD 1956 PORSCHE 356 SPEEDSTER LHD 


ONE OF ONLY 69 RHD CARS MANUFACTURED SOLD NEW IN FLORIDA AND RECENTLY ARRIVED IN UK 
VERY ORIGINAL AND ONLY 48,000 MILES FROM NEW SUPERBLY INESTORED IIN| 20 
CHASSIS NUMBER 1827502 CHASSIS NUMBER 82442 
£195,000 £270,000 


1988 LAMBORGHINI COUNTACH 5000QV 1954 JAGUAR XK120 ROADSTER LHD 


ONE OF ONLY 16 RHD 1988.5 MODEL YEAR CARS DESIRABLE SE SPECIFICATION 
ONLY 14,5300 MILES FROM NEW RIECEINTILY IRIS ORIEID /AT GIRIE/AT l= <IPISINSIz 
CHASSIS NUMBER 12397 CHASSIS NUMBER S674964 
£350,000 £155,000 


MALDON, ESSEX MAYFAIR, LONDON NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
+44 (0) 1621 879579 +44 (0) 207 125 1400 +1949 679 4999 


jdclassics@jdclassics.com www.jdclassics.com Ej @jdclassics 


Universal 
€ Classic 
Cars 


Currently available at Universal Classic Cars 


Now over 70,000saft of fully dehumidified car storage 
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2018 Porsche 991.2 GTS 


na =3 
6 o~ 
1970 Mercedes 280SL 2000 Bentley R Mulliner WB 2014 Jaguar XKR-S GT 


Taking care of classic and supercars 
on a whole new level 


info@uccs.co.uk 
WWW.UCCS.CO.Uk 
Oi 257855457 


New Service Centre & MOT for classic and supercars 
opening Autumn 2018 
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Ducati 851 Desmo Ducati 916 Senna Ducati 748 Desmoquattro 
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


EXCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


9 ISSUES FOR JUST £5 


PLUS TRIPLEWAX SHAKE & SHINE 
WATERLESS WASH & WAX 


GREAT REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE: 


e 5 issues of Octane for JUST £5 

e FREE Triplewax Shake & Shine 
Waterless Wash & Wax 

e FREE delivery of every issue 


e Subscriber-exclusive covers 
e Never miss an issue 


e Save 18% on the F Sa hase 
shop price 


e Continue your subscription 
at £26.99 every 6 issues 


Gifts limited to the first 150 subscribers. 


VISIT dennismags.co.uk/octane 


OR CALL 0330 333 9491 


Quoting offer code D1810 


Gifts limited to the first 150 subscribers. Please allow 28 days for delivery. Gift available to UK subscribers only. 
Alternative gift may be supplied. Calls to 03 numbers will be charged at your standard local rate. Live outside 
the UK? For our best overseas subscription offers visit dennismags.co.uk/octane or call +44 (0)330 333 9491 
for our Rest of World subscriptions. For USA call 1-800-428-3003 or visit www.imsnews.com/octane. 


Telephone U N RUNNYMEDR iy D Mobile 
(01753) 644599 MOTOR COMPANY 07836 222111 


www.runnymedemotorcompany.com Email: sales@ runnymedemotorcompany.com 
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ASTON MARTIN IN THE THAMES VALLEY 
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1985 Porsche 911, 3.2 Carrera Targa finished in Guards Red with black pinstripe interior with 5 speed manual 
transmission. Absolutely fabulous condition and unlikely to have ever had any paintwork since leaving Stuttgart. 
It has covered only 69,000 miles and comes with its original service book with 17 service stamps and numerous 
service invoices. Definitely one for the discerning collector at only £49,950. Difficult to find a better example. 


1976 Porsche 911 Carrera 3.0 finished in Grand Prix White with black hide interior. Specially Srna for the 2017 Monte 
Carlo Historic Challenge by the previous owner. From the extensive history file it is evident the during 2007-2008 the 
car was the subject of a major rebuild by Design 911 UK in Hainault Essex, with numerous invoices and a photographic 
record of the work carried out. It has full Rally navigational equipment together with a FIVA Identity Card issued by the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. This document shows that the car was exported when new to Australia and that 
a full restoration was carried out in 2007 including preparation for Historic Rallying. Now offered for sale at only £45,000 


1994 Porsche 968 Cabriolet finished in Minerva Blue with pale grey hide interior and a dark blue mohair hood. This is a stunning and 
rare 2 owner example that has just turned 70,000 miles with a completely stamped up service book. Fitted with Tiptronic transmission 
and power assisted steering. It is a very driveable modern classic in very near to perfect condition and realistically priced at £19,950 


1972 Porsche 911T (2.7 RS Evocation) finished in pale Porsche yellow with contrasting black interior and Carrera 
decals and correct RS duck tail. This is an exceptionally good recreation of a 2.7 RS and fitted with a 2.7 engine with 
mechanical fuel injection and sitting on correct Fuchs wheels. Cosmetically and mechanically excellent and just fitted 
with new Classic RS seats. This is a well looked after example that is huge fun to drive and realistically priced at £69,950 


Please visit our website at www.runnymedemotorcompany.com 


XISCO FUSTER BORREGUERO 


Edited by Matthew Hayward 


Aston tops Festival sales feast 


Goodwood bonanza helps Bonhams dominate the auction month 


THE ASTONISHING STORY of 2 VEV was 
covered in Octane 181. When it came to hammer- 
time at the Festival of Speed sale on 13 July, 
Bonhams sold the heroic DB4 GT Zagato for 
£10,081,500 — bang on the conservative pre-sale 
estimate. This made it the most expensive British 
car sold at a European auction (the international 
record is the $22.5m Aston Martin DBR1), and 
contributed to a healthy £32,046,159 sale total. 

John Surtees’ BMW S07 Roadster exceeded its 
pre-sale estimate by some margin, selling for 
£3,809,500, making it the most expensive BMW 
sold at auction. One surprising result was the 
£1,961,500 paid for one of the three Aston Martin 
DBSs used by Eon Productions in the 1997 James 
Bond film Goldeneye. The last time this car sold in 
2001, it managed £157,750 — making it the most 
expensive piece of Bond memorabilia at the time. 

Then there was television’s favourite Porsche: 
the 1977 911S, in sombre Jager Grun, driven by 
enigmatic detective Saga Norén in The Bridge. This 
US-market car, imported to Sweden in 2009, sold 
for £141,500 with all sale proceeds going to the 
international WaterAid charity. 


Silverstone Auctions held its largest-ever sale at 
the Silverstone Classic, totalling £6m and with a 
sale rate of 66%. Of 120 cars offered, an ex-Royal 
1975 Range Rover, below, attracted most attention, 
making £101,250. A 1958 Mercedes-Benz 300SL 
Roadster sold above estimate for £860,625. 

Over in the US, the sale of the Hostetler’s 
Hudson Auto Museum collection by Worldwide 
Auctioneers on 4 August offered some surprises, as 
Dave Kinney reports overleaf. 

With many signs that the market is holding 
steady, we await the results of the Monterey 
auctions later this month with interest. The volume 
of seriously high-profile cars heading to auction 
will certainly give us an indicator to the robustness 
of the US collector car market in 2018. 


MARKET NEWS 


BUYING + SELLING + ANALYSIS 


TOP 10 PRICES 


JULY 2018 


£10,081,500 
1961 Aston Martin 
DB4 GT Zagato 
Bonhams, Goodwood, 
UK. 13 July 


£4,593,500 
1932/34 Alfa Romeo Tipo B 
Grand Prix Monoposto 
Bonhams, Goodwood, 
UK. 13 July 


£3,809,500 
1957 BMW 507 Roadster 
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK. 
13 July 


£2,779,500 (€3,143,440) 
1963 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 
Roadster 
Artcurial, Le Mans, France. 
7 July 


£2,045,500 
2012 Bugatti Veyron Super 
Sport Coupé 
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK. 
13 July 


£2,017,500 
1931 Bentley 47 Litre 
Supercharged Tourer 
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK. 
13 July 


£1,961,500 
1965 Aston Martin DB5 
Sports Saloon 
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK. 
13 July 


£896,000 (€1,013,200) 
1956 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 
Gullwing 
Artcurial, Le Mans, France. 
7 July 


£864,500 (€977,440) 
1975 Lamborghini LP400 
Countach 
Artcurial, Le Mans, France. 
7 July 


£860,625 
1958 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 
Roadster 
Silverstone Auctions, 
Silverstone, UK. 21 July 
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DAVE KINNEY’S GAR OF THE MONTH = eee = 


1952 Hudson Hornet 


WORLDWIDE 


Worldwide Auctions, Shipshewana, Indiana August 4 


THIS 1952 HUDSON HORNET 6 ‘Twin-H 
Power’ — a reference to the carburettor set-up — is 
the car said to have been owned and piloted by 
NASCAR legend Herb Thomas as the ‘Fabulous 
Hudson Hornet. Without going deep into the early 
history of NASCAR - a few full books-worth of 
guts, guile, intrigue and lucky breaks - suffice it to 
say that this car, and this style of step-down 
Hudson, came from nowhere to exert almost total 
domination on early 1950s North American 
racetracks. So much so that the model was chosen 
for Paul Newman’s final role, voicing a former 
champion hiding from the spotlight in Pixar’s Cars. 

The museum-closing sale is reckoned by the 
auctioneers to have broken 21 records, mostly for 
Hudson cars, which were the main focus of the 
Hostetler collection. Living up to its billing as 


the ‘World’s Greatest Collection of Hudson 
Automobiles, this sale brought together hundreds 
of superfans of the long-extinct American marque. 

While a few of the cars (including a world 
record-breaking $682,000 Hudson Italia) had 
appeal beyond marque devotees, thanks to the Doc 
Hudson Cars character our subject car has pretty 
much universal appeal. Because of that movie, you 
can be sure there’s a pre-teen out there who will 
make it their life’s goal to own this car the next time 
it becomes available, when they are 45 years old 
and at the peak of their earning power. It might 
look very expensive now at $1,265,000 but it will 
probably be well worth the price in time. 


Dave Kinney is an auction analyst, an expert on the US 
market scene and publishes the Hagerty Price Guide. 


SURPRISE OF THE MONTH 


MECUM 


1955 MG TF 1500 

Mecum, Pennsylvania 

This 1955 MG TF 1500cc was 
presented in overall excellent 
condition, but the $77,000 it 
raised is still a full $20-30k 
more than we'd have expected. 
There was an element of 
celebrity value here; the former 
owner was motor industry 
powerhouse Lee lacocca, 
initially of Mustang fame, later 
securing the future of ailing 
Chrysler via the minivan. 


BARGAIN OF THE MONTH 


GAA CLASSIC CARS 


1972 BMW 3.0 CS 

GAA Classic Cars, N Carolina 
E9 BMWs can rust even in dry 
climates, but they are pretty 
and reliable. Without dwelling 
on this car’s faults, the $12k 
paid is a parts-car price fora 
runner. Some free advice to the 
new owner: drive it and enjoy it, 
but don’t spend too much on it. 
In ten years, buy a few kilos of 
barnfind dust, sprinkle liberally, 
and you will be able to double 
or triple your investment. 


HAG! F INDEX 


370 
360 
350 
340 
330 
320 
310 
300 
290 


MONTH/YEAR 
Vertical axis is based on a benchmark of 100 set at 31 December 2008. 
The HAGI F index charts the prices of key collectable Ferraris. 
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QUARTER ON QUARTER absolutely 
nothing has changed but a lot has 
happened. At the end of July the HAGI 
Ferrari index stands at 355.26, which is 
exactly where it was at the end of April. In 
percentage terms that adds up to zero. 
While all segments of the collector- 
grade market made overall net gains from 
March through to June, July was in deficit 
across the board, and trading subdued. 


Certainly buyers don’t feel under pressure. 


Where transactions took place, the focus 
was on high quality and attractive pricing. 
Whereas in many strong growth years 
there has been an element of seasonal 
positioning and front running ahead of the 
Monterey auctions, the mood this year is 
one of wait and see. 

Year-on-year to the end of July, the 
HAGI F has advanced 7.84%, but these 
comparables, which now appear more 


favourable than they did early in the year, 
are likely to come under further pressure as 
the year progresses. That’s because the 
current year-on-year yardstick is against a 
trough in July 2017. However, by the end of 
September 2017, the HAGI F had climbed 
to 354.07, which is barely one point below 
its current position. Time will tell, and 
perhaps more telling is the HAGI F's 
year-to-date augmentation of 0.93%, for 
a sector that gained 62.14% in 2013. 

Currently, with expectations of rising 
interest rates and the sentiment that many 
investable markets are too pricey, there is a 
drive towards cash among some investors. 
However, this does not apply to classic 
cars. For owners they're a comfortable 
place to be and for entrants they are no 
longer an overvalued asset class. 

See www.historicautogroup.com for 
more information. Dave Selby 
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THE MARKET / Auction Previews 


oix magnificent Maseratis 


IF YOU ARE AFTER a car collection to 
swathe you in an instant aura of innate good 
taste and cognoscenti credentials, then the 
RM Sotheby’s London sale in Battersea 
Evolution on 5 September has just the thing. 

Going under the hammer will be a six- 
strong collection of impeccably picked 
Maseratis headed by one of the near- 
unattainable, rarer-than-a-GTO S0O00GTs. 
This 1964 example, one of the Allemano- 
bodied cars (22 were similarly clothed of 
the 33 5000GTs built), is reputed to be the 


A posse of Pontiacs 


1 September 
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5 September 


one owned by Eagles guitarist Joe Walsh 
and immortalised in his song Life’s Been 
Good with the optimistic sobriquet ‘My 
Maserati does 185° It doesn’t. 

To find out how quick it will 
go will cost you an estimated £1-1.2 million. 
Potentially a little more affordable is a 
complete set of desirable Ghiblis: a concours 
1972 SS Spyder (£850,000-1.2m), and left- 
hand-drive 1970 and factory right-hooker 
1971 SS Coupés (£200,000-240,000 and 
£220,000-260,000). 


Left 

These six Maseratis are 
a ready-made collection 
for a buyer keen to 
demonstrate good taste. 


Delivered new to the Aga Khan and 
designed especially for him, the one-of- 
two 1974 Frua Maserati Quattroporte is 
estimated at £150,000-200,000. A 1972 
Bora, at £125,000-175,000 looking quite 
the bargain in this company, is a nice one 
for the UK market: chassis AM117 161 is a 
matching-numbers 4.7-litre in RHD. 

Snap up them all and, to our mind, all you 
will really be missing is a square-rigger 
Quattroporte 1, which could be the most fun 
of the lot. And if you do buy all six, you may 
as well add to your wonderful collection by 
working your way towards the end of the 
Citroén era via Khamsin, Indy and Merak. 

Augustin Sabatié-Garat of RM Sotheby’s 
Europe said: “This private collection of 
Italian exotica offers the chance to acquire 
something truly rare from Maserati’s unique 
history. Some models were once owned by 
royals, rock stars and racing drivers, adding 
real character to the group. 

The annual sale, now in its 12th year, 
will also seek new owners for an ex-Jim 
Clark Lotus Elite (£150,000-200,000) that 
(in typical Chapman style) was taken in 
lieu of salary, a Lamborghini Miura that 
formerly belonged to Rod Stewart (£1.2- 
1.4m) and, of course, a certain ex-Peter 
Sellers DB4 GT - that you might have read 
about on pages 114 to 122. 
rmsothebys.com 


IF ALL THE DELICATE Modena 
machinery for sale in London is not 
to your taste, then a polar-opposite 
collection of 24 Pontiacs from the 
Jack and Donna Steele collection 
might appeal. They will be offered 
without reserve at Worldwide’s 11th 
annual The Auburn Auction. 

What makes the cars particularly 
tempting is that the vendors 
meticulously gathered only the very 
best examples available. There are 
many of the benchmark muscle 
models you would expect, such as a 
four-speed 1973 Firebird Trans Am 
SD-455 and a 1962 Catalina Super 
Duty 421, but, perhaps a little 
perversely, our attention was grabbed 
most by a 1957 Star Chief Custom 


Safari Two-Door Station Wagon. 
Presented in Fontaine Blue with 
Kenya White roof and flashes and an 
original, matching-numbers 347ci 
‘Tri-Power’ V8, it’s surely the perfect 
surf wagon if perhaps not ideal for 
Cornwall’s single-track roads as you 
make your way to the white stuff. 
John Kruse, one of Worldwide’s 
two principals and auctioneers, said: 
“This expertly curated collection is 
simply incredible, a decades-long 
labour of love dedicated to 
assembling the greatest examples 
possible. From the finest 62 Super 
Duty to the very best ’73 Super Duty, 
every car possesses unique and 
desirable qualities. 
worldwideauctioneers.com 


QUICK GLANCE 


FACTORY-SPEC FERRARI 


Historics at Brooklands, Weybridge, UK 
22 September, historics.co.uk 

With so many classic Ferrari 250s now masquerading 
as more desirable models, this first-series 1958 250 
GT Pininfarina Coupé looks an absolute peach. It has 
matching numbers, 83,500km on the clock, was first 

registered in Geneva, was restored in Stuttgart in 

2010 and came to the UK two years later. Since 

then it has covered just 300 miles. 


A GAR FOR A CHAMPION 


Brightwells, Leominster, UK 
6 September, brightwells.com 

If you fancy being James Hunt on a budget this 1988 

Mercedes 560 SEC is just the ticket: the 1976 F1 
World Champion bought it new (yes, James Simon 
Wallis Hunt is on the paperwork). This one was for 
sale a couple of years ago and has close to 150,000 
miles on the clock, but must be worth the £12,000- 

15,000 estimate just for the bragging rights. 


ALSO LOOK OUT FOR... 


Gretsch Country Gentleman was 
brought in for repairs. He played it at 
shows during the summer of '63, and 


HALF-TIMBERED SPLENDOUR 


Bonhams, Goodwood Revival, West Sussex, UK 
8 September, bonhams.com 
Whether you are cruising the Kings Road or taking 
several guns to a far corner of your country estate, 
few vehicles are cooler for the job than a Bentley 
shooting brake. This 1937 41% Litre example is 
coming up at Bonhams at the Revival and should set 
you back £100,000-125,000. Buy it on the Saturday, 
picnic out of it on the Sunday, then drive it home. 


NO ESCORT IS FASTER 


Classic Car Auctions, Leamington Spa, UK 
15 September, classiccarauctions.co.uk 

Cossies are hot at the moment, so this original, 
UK-delivered right-hooker is bound to generate a lot 
of interest thanks to its low mileage of 22,000. With 
two former owners, this 1995 Escort RS Cosworth 
is a second-generation car, which means it comes 
with 227bhp, boosted by the less lag-prone Garrett 

T25. Estimate is £38,000-42,000. 


To the consternation of those who had 
spent years trying to emulate it, George 
Harrison once declared his early- 
Beatles sound to be ‘crap’. ‘A Gretsch 
guitar and a Vox amp, and | didn’t like it. 
But [...] we were lucky to have anything 
when we started out.’ 

By 1963 restrictions on imports from 
the USA had been lifted but the UK 
was hardly awash with quality electric 
guitars, so George was understandably 
intrigued when offered the use of this 
Maton Mastersound MS-500, an 
Australian-made rarity that happened 
to be on the wall at Barratts in 
Manchester on the day that Harrison’s 


at a photocall at The Cavern in 
Liverpool on 3 August — the Fab Four’s 
last appearance at the legendary club. 

The Maton was eventually returned 
to Barratts and snapped up by Roy 
Barber of Dave Berry & The Cruisers. 
Barber kept it until his death in 2000, 
and it most recently changed hands in 
2015, for $485,000. It is expected to 
bring a similar sum when offered by 
Gardiner Houlgate of Corsham on 12 
September, and is likely headed for a 
glass case — but just in case the buyer 
should want to play it, we'll point out 
that the bridge is currently fitted 
upside-down... 


AUCTION DIARY 


23 August 
Worldwide Auctioneers, 
Pacific Grove, USA 


23-25 August 
Mecum, Monterey, USA 
Russo & Steele, 
Monterey, USA 


24 August 
Bonhams, Carmel, USA 


24-25 August 
Gooding & Co, 
Pebble Beach, USA 
RM Sotheby's, Monterey, USA 
Vicari, New Orleans, USA 


25 August 
Anglia, King’s Lynn, UK 
25-26 August 


Lucky Collector Car Auctions, 
Tacoma, USA 


30 August - 2 September 
RM Auctions, Auburn, USA 


1 September 
Bonhams, Beaulieu, UK 
Worldwide Auctioneers, 

Auburn, USA 


1-2 September 
Silver Auctions, Sun Valley, USA 


2 September 
Dragone Auctions, 
Lime Rock, USA 


5 September 
RM Sotheby’s, London, UK 


6 September 
Brightwells, Leominster, UK 
Coys, Fontwell, UK 


7-8 September 
Mecum, Louisville, USA 


8 September 
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK 


12 September 
Charterhouse, 
Shepton Mallet, UK 


13 September 
DVCA, Dorchester, UK 


15 September 
Barons, Kempton Park, UK 
Classic Car Auctions, 
Leamington Spa, UK 
Mathewsons, 
Thornton-le-Dale, UK 


17 September 
Shannons, Melbourne, 
Australia 


22 September 
Historics at Brooklands, 
Weybridge, UK 


23 September 
Bonhams, London, UK 
(Motorcycles) 


In association with 


GLENMARCH 
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THE MARKET / Showroom Stars 


1965 ASA 1100GT Spider 


IN THE LATE 1950s Enzo Ferrari formulated a 
plan to build a small sports car of his own, to take 
a slice of the rapidly growing market. Giotto 
Bizzarrini designed a chassis, with Bertone taking 
care of the the styling and coachbuilding. Power 
was provided by a new 1032cc four-cylinder 
engine, derived from the 3.0-litre Colombo V12. 
As baby Ferraris go, it was off to a promising start. 

The ‘Ferrarina’ had its first public outing at the 
1961 Turin motor show on the Bertone stand. 
Ferrari was unwilling to put his name or badge to 
the car, so when production began in 1963 the first 
1000GT appeared under the name Autocostruzioni 
Societa per Azioni, or ASA. A Spider version 
appeared in 1965, and a higher-output version of 
the engine was developed for racing - with a 
handful fitted to 1100GT road cars. 

Symbolic International is offering one of just 
two Spiders built to 1100GT specification, a red 
example originally sold to a Milanese businessman 
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in November 1965. It was used continuously until 
1990, after which it passed between various Italian 
collectors before being sold to Japan in 2004. 
Showing 69,478km, the matching-numbers car 
was recently shipped to San Diego and is largely 
unrestored apart from a repaint and a retrim. It has 
just had a substantial mechanical overhaul which 
included refurbishing the carburettors and 
replacing all the ignition components. The Borrani 
two-piece wheels were also rebuilt and refinished. 
With just over 100 ASAs of all kinds built, every 
one of these ‘Ferrarinas’ is special. At the time it 
was just too expensive to make a real mark on the 
two-seater sports car market in Europe. Even 
though it was marketed and sold briefly in the 
USA by Ferrari importer Luigi Chinetti, it simply 
didn’t sell. Sad, especially when you consider 
how sought-after any Italian thoroughbred with 
a genuine Ferrari connection is today. 
symbolicinternational.com 


SHOWROOM BRIEFS 


1999 Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution VI ‘TME’. £33,995 
The special Tommi Makinen 
Edition might not be subtle, but 
it's widely regarded as one of 
the best Japanese performance 
cars of its generation. 
fast-classics.com (UK) 


1969 Lotus Europa S2 
£16,495 

Low-mileage S2 Europa from 
previous owner of 41 years. 

In fine cosmetic condition, with 
a beautifully preserved vinyl 
interior. A minor re-commission 
away from the road. 
stockssportscars.co.uk (UK) 


1971 Chrysler Valiant 
Charger R/T. $185,000 

One of Australia’s best-known 
muscle cars, the ‘Six Pack’ was 
homologated for racing. This 
one boasts a race-spec engine 
and desirable large fuel tank. 
gosfordclassiccarmuseum. 
com.au (AU) 
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1967 Ford Mustang Fastback 
€305,000 

Road-legal track car built in 
Germany, and the subject of 
some significant re-engineering 
work to strengthen the chassis. 
Necessary due to the 490bhp 
6.5-litre Ford Racing engine. 
bastianvoigt.de (DE) 


HENDON WAY MOTORS 


bogs Py Ad 


2011 Porsche 997 GT3 RS 4.00 LTRI 2,000 Miles 2003 Porsche 9! 1 GI3 Coupe 50,000 Miles 2009/58 Ferrari F430 Spider Manual | 6,000 Miles 
£325,000 £69,000 £115,000 


2005 Ferrari 430 Spider F! 28,000 Miles 1998 Porsche 993 Turbo S Coupe 66,000 Miles 2005 Ferrari 430 Spider Manual 9,000 Miles 
£74, 950 £POA £115,000 


See our selection at www.hendonwaymotors.com 


393-395 Hendon Way London NW4 3LP tel +44(0)20 82028!1 email sales@hendonwaymotors.com 
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Alpine A310 


It’s a forgotten bargain from the now-revived sportscar maker 


WITH THE INTRODUCTION of an all-new 
mid-engined A110 last year —- which turned out to 
be very good indeed - Alpine has thrust itself back 
into the public consciousness for the first time in 
over 25 years. Interest in the original A110 remains 
strong thanks to its rallying credentials, while the 
later GTA and A610 models continue to have a cult 
modern classic appeal. Stuck somewhere in the 
middle is the biggest bargain of them all: the A310. 

Here's a car with all the unusual charm we'd 
expect of a French classic, but also with the 
sophistication and breeding that made the A110 
such a success on the rally stages. Introduced in 
1971, the A310 followed the construction method 
of its predecessor: a lightweight glassfibre body 
sitting on a strong steel backbone chassis. The 
160Scc four-cylinder engine — still rear-mounted — 
was also carried over to the first examples. 

With Porsche and Lotus in his sights, Alpine 
founder Jean Rédélé attempted a more complete 
sports car with the A310. It had a bigger body anda 
focus more on quality and style than on pure 
performance. The problem was that Renault’s little 
four-cylinder wasn't up to the task of lugging 
around the extra weight. Sales were slow, and a 
mere 2340 cars were sold in just over five years. 

The introduction of the V6 model in 1976 
breathed a new life into the A310, and a few tweaks 
upped the visual aggression. Gone was the peculiar 
but lovable six-light arrangement across the nose, 
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in came wider wheels, flared wheelarches and 
spoilers front and rear. The all-new 150bhp PRV 
V6 engine was a serious upgrade from the old four- 
cylinder, and it gave the Alpine the performance to 
match the fantastic handling. 

The next decade brought a further update with 
several mechanical changes and another styling 
refresh. The rear suspension was carried over from 
the mid-engined Renault 5 Turbo, as were the 
recognisable four-stud alloy wheels. If you liked the 
look of the Group 4 racing A310s, the GT Package 
offered even wider arches, side skirts and bigger 
spoilers. A step further was the Boulogne, which 
got an enlarged, triple-Weber-fed 2849cc V6, 
pushing out 193bhp. Just 29 of these were 
produced. By production's end in 1984, 9276 V6 
A310s had rolled out of the factory in Dieppe. 

Drive one and you'll find the A310 makes the 
most of its rearward weight balance without feeling 
scary. Road tests praised the feedback offered by 
the non-assisted steering, while the V6’s punch and 
responsiveness suit the Alpine perfectly. 

A compelling purchase today? The A310 was 
never officially sold in the UK, which makes it a 
rare (and LHD-only) proposition. It lacked the 
power and prestige to woo buyers away from 
Porsche 911s when new, but in a modern context 
we think this Alpine is seriously tempting. It looks 
dramatic, is engaging to drive - and is still 
surprisingly good value. Matthew Hayward 


THE LOWDOWN 


WHAT TO PAY 

As the UK-based A310 
population is barely in double 
digits, you'll need to search in 
mainland Europe. Four- 
cylinder cars are tricky to track 
down, with prices starting at 
roughly £12,000 fora 
complete and roadworthy car. 
Good examples start around 
£20k, rising to £30k for the 
very best. 

Six-cylinder cars are more 
desirable but also far more 
common, making prices 
largely the same. Expect to 
pay around £32,000 for a top 
example, but the last of the line 
GT Package and Boulogne 
can cost a lot more. 


LOOK OUT FOR... 

Engines and transmissions are 
all tough and relatively simple 
to maintain, so there’s little to 
worry about here beyond 
basic checks. Nor should the 
glassfibre bodywork cause 
many headaches unless it’s 
been poorly painted, but the 
steel backbone chassis often 
corrodes, which can require 
serious surgery. 

Original tyres were metric 
sizes, still available from 
Michelin but very expensive. 
Non-original wheels are 
commonly fitted. 


Back to the Future 


POST VINTAGE ENGINEERS HAS REBRANDED TO ADRIAN JOHNSON 


We felt after 40 years as one of the oldest independent Classic Aston Martin specialists, we have earned 
the right to align the business to the family name. In fact Adrian took over the day to day management of the 
operation from his father Chris over 20 years ago, but we don’t like to rush into things here... 

On reflection, Adrian has had a decent apprenticeship now, so we thought we'd give him his chance... 


Friendly to deal with 

We work and live in God’s own 
country - no wonder we are happy 
and friendly! Road testing a DB in 
the Dales is good for the soul! 


Down to Earth 

We are practical and realistic about 
customer expectations & objectives 
as well as having a perspective of 
the Classic Aston Martin market. 


honest, and straight-talking people 
of principle. 

Proud of our work 

We are extremely proud of the 
craftsmanship of our team over the 


past 40 years and this is reflected in 
the quality of the work we produce. 


Through hard work and internal funding we have developed a strong client 
base all over the world. Today we operate from a state of the art 
purpose-built 18000 sq ft workshop and showroom facility. 

We are a safe pair of hands to trust with your classic Aston Martin 
work requirements. Here's to the next 40 years! 


ADRIAN JOHNSON 


www.adrian-johnson.co.uk 


4 


\drian Johnson Ltd, | 


eeds LS? 1 


IFD. +44(0)113 284 


666 | +A A(()} 


Q7 


472 


) 


595 | enquiries@adrian-johnson.co.uk 


1952 XK120 3.8 LHD £105,000 
This car has a very solid competition history over the last 
several decades, initially in the USA and then moving on 
to UK. Ready to race! 


1961 Jaguar E-type 3.8 £POA 
CKL are pleased to offer this 1961 Jaguar E-type 
Roadster which has undergone a full CKL restoration 
to reach show-standards. Ready for the road! 


1973 Lynx D-type - 57 SAL 


£295,000 
CKL are thrilled to offer 57 SAL, Lynx's 17th D-type order 
and the legendary Lynx D-type which claimed those 
National Endurance Speed Records at MIRA in 1987. 


ie oe - 
1965 Jaguar E-type 4.2RHD 


£160,000 
This E-type has been thoughtfully restored to preserve 
it's originality, and boasts a freshly rebuilt 4.2 engine. 
Finished in green with a beige leather interior. 


1949 -EarlyAlloy “Prototype” XK120 POA 
This incredibly restored, early alloy XK120 has been 
finely and knowledgably finished by CKL to reach its 
award-winning concours standard. 


£POA 


1964 Jaguar E-type 3.8 - CKL002 
Probably the best E-type in the world” CKL are thrilled to 
announce CKLOO2, designed for the 21st century with 
quintessential British styling and a touch of modern technology. 


Race Preparation « Restoration « Servicing « Sales Transport « Storage 


Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading + 
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers 44 0) 1424 870 600 
of the 1950s and ‘60s. Our purpose built facility www.ckl.co.uk 
incorporates: 

+ Engine Room ckl@ckl.co.uk 
- Panel Shop 

+ Paint Shop — CKL Developments Ltd, 


* 8 Lift Workshop 
* Large Vehicle Storage 


HISTORIC CARS & RACING 


Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 
Battle, East Sussex, TN33 ORE 


DUNCAN 
1973 SHADOW DN1/3A HAMILTON 


Raced by Graham Hill throughout*73" ROF-GO 


season. Competitive for ecagd Se - _— 
Masters. e-readywit! 
— ¢P OA — 


1968 FERRARI 330 Gre RHD 1967 LOLA T70 MK3 ROAD REGISTERED 
ark blue with black leather UKs car with Classiche, Period Can Am history and continuous ownership. Subject of several 
= magazine articles, current V5, Tax and MOT exempt 


£425,000 


2016 ROLLS ROYCE PHANTOM eal $2 
ast Car efore Zen 1ith cars, 4300 m 


v. VAT qualifying 
£250, 000: + VAT 


2009 LAMBORGHINI MURCIELAGO LP 650-4 ROADSTER 
36th out of 50 built, SOOO miles stunning and super-rare! VAT qualifying 


£275,000 + VAT 


+44 (0) 1256 765000 | dhrofgo.com | sales@dhrofgo.com (70 


oF seRvice 
DRIVING HERITAGE 


THERE’S NO PLACE 
LIKE HOME 


CLASSIC WORKS 

Our new state-of-the-art, purpose-built Classic Works facility in Coventry is home to expert teams dedicated to the service 
and sale of classic Jaguar and Land Rover vehicles. Only once each carefully selected vehicle has completed a thorough 
121-point health check do we deem it eligible to be a Works Legend. 


WORKS LEGENDS WORKS SERVICE WORKS TOURS 
— Original, special and collectable vehicles — Affordable service and repairs — Exclusive Classic Works guided tours 
— Fully prepared by our expert team — Half or full-day vehicle health checks — Access to workshop areas 
— Unlimited mileage one-year warranty — Global collection and delivery — Browse our 400-car Classic Collection 


1993 JAGUAR xIZZ0, 3.5L RHD 1990 JAGUAR XJS CONVERTIBLE, 5.3L RHD 


0 right hand driving versions of Finished in Glacier White with Isis Blue leather, this classic 

) just 3,600 miles recorded remains among the world’s most beautiful convertible cars 

Grey leather, this car is in remarkable 28 years after its release. Benefiting from a Jaguar V12 engine, 

recommissioning service at this modet has just 21,000 miles on the clock from two 
previous owners 


£34,950 


1951 JAGUAR 2XK120 ABBOTT, 3.5L RHD 2012 LAND ROVER DEFENDER XS, 2.2L RHD 


sented A truly unique Jaguar, restored wath the utmost precision and in Timeless in appearance, the Defender XS is finished in Indus 
h 3 dition throughout “Ared leather interior complements Silver with a full Obsidian Black leather interior. A gioss Black 


S or. A g t work to perfection. With a long legacy of features bonnet adds to the look, with electric windows, central locking, 
ust 33,000 miles covered from new n books and magazines, there's no doubting the Iconic status of factory immobiliser and air conditioning refreshing acar with 
£29 950 this XK120 just 600 miles on the clock 

, 
POA £39,950 


www.jaguarlandroverclassic.com 


t) +44 (0)203 601 1255 e) classic@jaguarlandrover.com 
Classic Works, Imperial Road, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, CV8 3LF 


Warranty subject to applicable terms and conditions 
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Aston Martin MKIl 2/4 Seater POA 


We’re delighted to offer for sale this rare pre-war 1935 Aston Martin MKIl 2/4 Seater. 
This stunning works car was supplied new in the configuration we see it today. 

This Aston Martin then saw competitive racing throughout it’s life finishing at the 2013 
Aston Martin Centenary event at Brands Hatch. 


For more info about this car please call a 44 (@) 1 207 233 525 
To see all our cars for sale visit asio a CO ' U kK 


Restoration Parts Servicing Globaldelivery Storage | Beamish DH9_ England 


MORGAN 


all classic marques 


ASTON WORKSHOP 


CAR BARN 


CLASSICS & EXOTICS 


JCTGOD 


TORDOFF 


COLLECTION ¢ 


SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS a) 


A selection of classic, modern classic and supercars hand-picked by our specialist buying team. With JCT600’s heritage 
and experience with specialist brands, we have strong relationships with an established network of classic car owners 
and enthusiasts to offer the very best example of collectors’ cars nationally. 
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2012 McLaren Mp4-12c V8 2002 Lamborghini Countach 5000S 
2.513 Miles. Orange, Automatic, Petrol 1,010 Miles, Black, Manual, Petrol 
£100,000 £450,000 


2015 Lotus Evora GTE V6 S Sports Racer 4 IPS 2016 Aston Martin Vantage GT& 
1,349 Mites, Green, Automatic, Petro! 112 Miles, Stirling Green, Manual, Petrol 
£105,000 £199,950 


2013 Ferrari F12 Berlinetta 2014 Ferrari F12 Berlinetta 


23,509 Miles. Grey, Automatic, Petrol 9,564 Miles, Ferrari Rosso Corsa Red, Automatic, Petrol 
£194,990 £215,000 


CHECK OUT OUR FULL SELECTION AT: 
JCT600.CO.UK/TORDOFFCOLLECTION 


The Tordoff Collection at Bentley Newcastle. Silverlink Park, Wallsend, Newcastle upon Tyne NE28 OND. Tel. 0191 295 8050. 


Interested in selling? Please contact Phil Robinson on 07858 380324 or phil.robinson@jct600.co.uk 


¢ @ThelordoffCollection et @ThelordoffCol io} @thetordoffcoliection You Tih@ Seorch ‘The Tordoff Collection’ in Search ‘The Tordoff Collection’ 


4. williamloughran 


— THE LEADING SPECIALIST IN SOURCING THE RARE AND UNOBTAINABLE — 


Silver with black interior and red stitching, full McLaren service history, carbon ceramic brakes and a tracker, 20,425 miles. 


Rosso Corsa with Sabbia leather interior, extended carbon, electric 


Rosso Corsa with Nero leather interior, 1 of 559 made, HTC Daytona style seats, Hi-Fi sound system with subwoofer and a 
handling pack, Daytona style seats, yellow rev counter, 7,644 km. tracker system, 21,587 miles. 


WILLIAM LOUGHRAN ARE ALWAYS INTERESTED IN PURCHASING 
LUXURY, CLASSIC AND SUPERCARS. CONTACT ONE OF OUR SPECIALISTS: 


+44 (0) 1772 613 114 sales@williamloughran.co.uk www.williamloughran.co.uk 


STON eS 
AUSION MARTIN 
SEIN 


ASTON MARTIN 
WORKS 


As an Aston Martin factory, Aston Martin Works in Newport Pagnell boasts one of the world’s most advanced workshops with 
an unrivalled breadth of experience and skill where a comprehensive range of Heritage and modern services are available. 


— Fixed-price servicing — Concours event support — Service-while-you-wait 
: i — Complimentary transporter service 
— Fixed-price restoration — Professional detailin 
P g (50-mile radius of Aston Martin Works) 
— Heritage vehicle specification upgrade — Global Technician Service — Assured Provenance Programme 


1970 DB6 Mk2 VOLANTE 1987 AMV8 X PACK 1995 V8 VANTAGE V550 1998 V8 VANTAGE V600 LE MANS 
Silver Birch with Black hide. Presented with Suffolk Red with Magnolia hide. A stunning British Racing Green with a Tan piped with Bowland Black with Parchment and Black 
an immaculate Silver Birch exterior finish, the | example presented in its original colour Spruce interior. One of 239 examples built. piping interior. Chassis 37 of 40. A beautiful 
character and appeal of 3762 / R benefits combination, this rare AMV8 comes with an Fitted with a twin-supercharged 5.4 litre example befitting the meticulous care of 
greatly from the original leather hide interior. impressive history and the desirable 5-speed V8 producing 550bhp — the most powerful previous owners. Extensive and detailed 
5-speed manual gearbox. Supplied with ZF manual gearbox. Supplied with 1-year production engine of the era. 6-speed manual. service history. 5-speed manual. Supplied 
1-year Aston Martin Warranty. Aston Martin Warranty. Supplied with 1-Year Aston Martin Warranty. — with 1-year Aston Martin Warranty. 
£950,000 £495,000 £265,000 £550,000 


2012 DBS VOLANTE 2014 V8 VANTAGE ROADSTER 2015 V8 VANTAGE S ROADSTER 2017 DB11 COUPE 


Quantum Silver with Obsidian Black interior. Midnight Blue with Winter Wheat interior. Stratus White with Obsidian Black interior. Silver Fox with Obsidian Black interior. Launch 
Features include front and rear parking Optional features include reversing camera, Features include carbon fibre front splitter Edition, with optional features including Dark 
sensors, alarm upgrade, Track Mode and heated seats, satellite navigation, cruise and rear diffuser, front and rear parking Chrome Interior Jewellery Pack, Aston Martin 
carbon fibre door trims and door pulls. control and front and rear parking sensors. sensors, heated seats and satellite Tracking and Bang & Olufsen BeoSound 
Touchtronic Il 6-speed automatic. Sportshift Il 7-speed Automated Manual. navigation. Sportshift Il 7-speed Automated audio. Touchtronic Ill 8-speed automatic. 
10,100 miles. 11,081 miles. Manual. 10,310 miles. 50 miles. 

£129,950 £69 950 £74,950 £135,000 


RESTORATIONS | TRIM SALES & SERVICE / BODY WORK PARTS 


dD Tickford Street, Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire MK16 9AN 
Tel: +44 (0)1908 610 620 
Email: enquiry@astonmartin.com | www.astonmartinworks.com 


TALACREST 


THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE CLASSIC FERRARI DEALER 


1950 FERRARI 195 INTER COUPE 
BY TOURING 


This authentic and well-known Turin show car was the first 195 chassis produced. 


Now repainted a beautiful dark blue, this car ranks among the most attractive closed early Ferraris, and would be 
a superb entrant to either concours field or prestigious rally events around the world. 


OTHER FERRARI CLASSICS AVAILABLE 
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1967 Ferrari 275 GTB 4 CAM 1959 Ferrari 250 GT LWB California Spyder 1964 Ferrari 250 Lusso 


\2 WWW.TALACREST.COM 


+44 (0)1344 308178 | +44 (0)7860 589855 | john@talacrest.com 


TALACREST 
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TOM HARTLEY 288 


EXQUISITE CLASSIC & PERFORMANCE CARS 


1955 JAGUAR D-TYPE 


The seventh production D-Type built 

Ordered new in June 1955 by well-known Australian 
privateer, Bib Stillwell 

Previously owned by triple Touring Car Champion 
Frank Gardner and for over a decade by Le Mans 24 
Hours winner Richard ‘Dickie’ Attwood 
Campaigned successfully in period 

An impressive and very well documented history 
file accompanies the car, which includes invoices 
and correspondence dating back to 1955 

One of the best production D-Types in existence 


£POA 
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Telephone: +44 (0)1283 761119 
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TOM HARTLEY 3iN8 


EXQUISITE CLASSIC & PERFORMANCE CARS 


1969 LAMBORGHINI MIURA P400S 


A total matching numbers example 
Fj 


nished in its original colour combination 
Restored by the world's leading model experts 
Most probably the finest restored Miura ever 


offered for sale 


£POA 


1957 MASERATI 200 SI 
Ex-works car, ex-Sir Stirling Moss, 2nd place finish at the 1956 
Monza 1,000km, ex-Lance Reventlow, beautifully restored 
throughout, one of the most important 200Ses 


2016 PORSCHE 991 GT3 RS 

918 Spyder bucket seats, leather & alcantara interior, GT silver 
stitching, PCM, sport chrono, phone, sound package plus, 
cruise control, ceramic brakes, front axle lift, total spec, 
delivery miles from NOW..........c0cssssececessssecseesesesessseneesecesesesnes £POA 


www.tomhartleyjnr.com 


2015 PORSCHE 918 SPYDER 

1 of only 918 examples ever produced, Liquid Metal Chrome 
blue, carbon rear wing, mirrors & roof panels, carbon interior 
pack, Weissach magnesium wheels, 5,000m, huge spec, 


as new throughout 


Se ee 
2013 PAGANI HUAYRA RHD 

Many special features, 1 of only 100 Huayras ever produced 
worldwide and 1 of only 4 U.K. right-hand drive examples, 


2,700m and full service history from new, as new throughout 
Sis WAN ANSLGN A Sal RSC SRE LIC SEERA NLRC £POA 


_ / ANG 


elax tic fhrotffle shop 
SYDNEY AUSTRALIA © A 


1988 Porsche 959 ‘Komfort’ - one of 337 built, 21,000 kms only 2004 Porsche Carrera GT - super rare, 773 kms from new 


2010 Ferrari 458 Italia - orig. RHD, only 18,000 kms, full history 1993 Jaguar XJ220 - 920 miles only, one of 58 RHD cars 


2006 Aston Martin DBRSg Prodrive - one of 28 cars,245kmsonly 1967 Aston Martin DB6é Mki Vantage - very original RHD 


1977 Lamborghini Espada Series III - orig. RHD, fully restored 1967 Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray (C2) - Concours, 427, manual 


claxxicthrothleshop.com 


Australia’s Number One Classic Car Dealer 
BAYS 3&4 50-64 PACIFIC HIGHWAY NORTH SYDNEY AUSTRALIA T +61.2.9922 2036 F +61.2.9922 4594 


ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS 


NICHOLAS MEE 


EST.1993 


1971 Aston Martin DB6 
MK2 Vantage 
£425,000 


The superb Mk2 we are offering, originally built with the 
ill-fated Brico fuel injection, was like most Mk2s, converted 
in period to Weber carburettors of Vantage specification 
and like many fitted with the DBS type, 5 speed ZF manual 
transmission. 


Well maintained over the years, at 57,000 miles, a complete 
chassis and body restoration was commissioned and carried 
out between 2010 - 2011. Works included, chassis and 
body restoration, including bare metal repainting. Further 
to this, a complete engine rebuild to 4.2 litre lead free spec, 
a suspension rebuild with uprated components and fitment 
of air conditioning, All restorative and rebuild works have 
been carried out by respected Aston Martin specialists and 
meticulously recorded, leaving the car in the highly desirable 
specification and condition as presented here. Current and 
total mileage is now 65,000, supported by MOT certificates 
and servicing history. 


Originally finished in Burnt Almond, the now Cumberland 
Grey paint work is exceptional and highly complementary 

to the Tan hide interior. This example of the subtly elegant, 
powerful, practical and rare DB6 Mkz, is one of the finest we 
have had the pleasure of offering and worthy of inclusion in 
any collection and ready to be enjoyed on any tour. 
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1966 Aston Martin DB6 £330,000 1984 Aston Martin V8 Vantage (LHD) £399,950 2000 Aston Martin Vantage Le Mans £475,000 


1987 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Zagato £495,000 1988 Aston Martin V8 Efi £164,950 1996 Aston Martin Vantage V600 £295,000 


G00 


0208 741 8822 info@nicholasmee.co.uk nicholasmee.co.uk 
Please note that we have now completed our relocation to our new ‘destination’ premises in Hertfordshire. 
Please visit our web-site for full address details 
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CLASSIC CARS 


A selection of our inventory cannot be found in our advertisements or on our website. Many times buyers and sellers prefer 
discrete transactions away from the media hype and publicity auction sales offen create. We presently have an impressive selec- 
tion of vintage race and sports cars which are eligible for the world’s top events. If you wish to sell or trade your classic, or if 
you are looking for a specific model, chances are that we know where to find it or already have a buyer. We are your reliable 
partner for buying, selling, or trading your classic automobiles. 


Email: thomas@HamannClassicCars.com ® Connecticut, USA 
Tel: 1-203-813-8300 © Mobile: 1-203-918-8300 


www.HamannClassicCars.com 


“Sa 
FERRARI CURRENTLY AVAILABLE: we ARE ALWAYS SEEKING “OTHERS 6 nicl 
2255S Vignale Berlinetta TO BUY ANY CLASSIC FERRARI Aston Martin DB2/4 Mkill DHC 
250GT Boano OF ‘50s, ‘60s & ‘70s Ford GT40 Mkill ¢ Horch Special Roadster 
250 LM - Coming soon. OR ANY OTHER EUROPEAN Lancia B20 © Lancia B24S Spyder 


330GTS © 512 BBi RACE OR SPORTS CARS Maserati 3500 GT Vignale Spyder 


eee Knight Racing ServiCeS in eee 


Silverstone Classic 2018....the results are in! At the biggest historic event of the year, one 
of our clients won every class we had a Car in...... 


RAC Pre 63 TT Win Pre-66 Classic GT Class Win 
Martin Hunt / Patrick Blakeney Edwards Michael Gans / Andy Wolfe 


FIA Masters Sports cars Win FIA Masters Sports cars Class Win 
Olly Bryant Keith Ahlers / James Bellinger 
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Pre-66 Touring Cars Win Historic Touring Car Challenge Class Win 
Mike Gardiner / Andy Wolfe Grahame Bryant / Olly Bryant 


21 years at the top of American V8 engine preparation. Why? 
Hands on specialist experience and product knowledge. 


Knight Racing Services Ltd 
Racing Engines, Components, Dyno testing, dynamic balancing. 
www.knightracingservices.co.uk / 01327 871177 
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SPORTS CLASSICS 


“LONDON 


Aston Martin DB MK3 DHC 
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* Mercedes Benz 190SL Cabriolet 


= 
‘ t 
Pao 


a! 


rsche 356B Roadster 
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OTHER CARS IN STOCK OR UNDER RESTORATION 


Aston Martin DBR2 Recreation Ferrari 365 GTB4 (Daytona). Concours. RHD 
Aston Martin DB4. Convertible and Saloon Ferrari 550 Maranello. RHD 
Aston Martin DB6. Choice of Two Ferrari 599 GTB. LHD 
AM Zagato Volante. AM Works Complete Restoration Mercedes Benz 300SL Roadster / Hard Top 
Ferrari 365 GTB4 (Daytona). Concours. RHD Mercedes Benz 280SL Pagoda. Auto/PAS. RHD 


SPORTSCLASSICSLONDON.COM 


PLEASE CONTACT JONATHAN KAISER 


6 KENDRICK PLACE, REECE MEWS, LONDON SW7 3HF UNITED KINGDOM 
TELEPHONE: +44(0)20 7205 2777 | MOBILE: +44(0)7710020030 
EMAIL: SALES@SPORTSCLASSICSLONDON.COM 


DANIET DONOVAN 
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DDOCLCAS SCS 1CO'M 
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1971 Mercedes-Benz 280 SE 3.5 Cabriolet 2016 Ferrari F12 TDF 
LHD RHD 


——hi+—_ 
DDCLASSICS 


1972 BMW 3,0CSL 1986 Aston Martin DBS 


1955 Jaguar XK140 SE Roadster 
RHD RHD 


LHD 
ph = 
DDCLASSICS DDCLASSICS 
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1967 Lamborghini 400GT 2+2 2006 Ferrari SuperAmerica 


1965 Jaguar Mark X 4.2 
LHD 


LHD RHD 


ht DG DG 
DDCLASSICS DDCLASSICS 


Jaguar E Type 4.2 Roadster Series I 1965 Morris Mini Moke ‘Pavesi’ 1964 Ferrari 330 GT 2+2 Series | 
LHD LHD LHD 


h ( DD Classics, West Cross Business Park, Unit 3 Shield Drive, Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 9EX. 
Showroom: +44(0)208 8783355 * Mobile: +44(0)7850 888 880 * Email: info@ddclassics.com 


Chrysler Viper GTS-R Aston Martin DBRS9 Nissan GTR GT1 


Chassis C25 ex PBR Ex Villois ran GT open. Complete GT1 World Championship winner 
Did Le Mans 2001& FIA GT 00-02 history from new with miles. Beautiful Perfect condition and history 
All mechanical components Okm car, only 26 built by Prodrive Comes with many spares 


Lexus LFA Porsche 962 BMW 318 IS STW 

Number 009/500 Chassis 162 from 1990 Chassis 111 ex. Bigazzi 
Only 1800km and like new Engine & Gearbox are only 2h 1994 SPA 24 Hours winner 
Just serviced All original components Amazing original condition 


Arrows ATIC : 1991 ex. Alboreto, originally fitted with Porsche V10, now on Cosworth 

Ferrari 360 GT : Chassis OOOM, the very first of modern Michelotto cars, extensive history 
Ferrari Testarossa : 24 OOO km, red/black, FFSH, amazing condition, fully serviced 

Jaguar E-Type 3.8 : Concourse restoration, black on red interior, full report available 
Mercedes S63 AMG Coupe : 2015 with 20 OOO km fully loaded, 217000 DB as new price, white and red 
Matra MS630 : Chassis 05 the first continuation car, FIA HTP, excellent condition 

Porsche 928 S2 : 1984, 24000km, white / white amazing condition 

Porsche Cayman GT4: Light blue, 300km, PCCB, Carbon seats, like new 


ART & REVS - Howald, Luxembourg 
www.artandrevs.com:contact@artandrevs.com« Tel:00352661700777 « Mobile:0035226 4817 41 


All the listed cars are located in our Showroom and visible only by appointment. We are always looking for similar cars 
do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to sell one 
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1952 Cooper-Bristol (20/25) Mk1 (CB/7/52) 
One of only six Cooper sports cars built. 
Barber and Sir Clive Edwards withits original 


road registra excellent in-period race 


history. On the button with curre 


1971 Chevron B19 (#71-12) 1982 Porsche 911 SC / RS 3.0 
The 1971 works entered B19 with excellent in-period history. Low hours Build to 1975 RS Group 3 specification and fully FIA compliant. In 
Richardson FVC and FT200 gearbox. Good spares and current FIA HTP. excellent condition throughout and used sparingly. Road registered. 
GBP 195,000 EUR 145,000 


1968 Lola T70 Mk3 (SL73/128) 1966 Shelby GT350 (#681695) 


The “Simoniz Racing” T70 with excellent provenance. Race-ready and fully Stunning and best prepared ‘66 GT350 with continuous history. Spa 
sorted w/coupe & Spyder bodywork. 2017 FIA HTP and good spares.v 6hr winner. On-the-button with good spares and current FIA HTP. 
P.O.A. P.O.A. 


1971 FORD CAPRI 2600 RS 1978 March 782 (#22) 
Well known and iconic Capri. 2017 Peter Auto HTC championship Ex-Lista racing and well documented from new. Fully rebuild and 
winner. Sold in race-ready condition with current FIA HTP and spares. fresh with good spares and new FIA HTP. 
P.O.A. GBP 135,000 


We have a wider variety of great cars for sale. Please call or visit our web-site for more information. 


SSS | A passion for great cars of all ages 


Great Selection. Great Cars. Great Choice. 


Top Row: 1984 Jaguar XJR-5, 1939 MG T8 Tickford DHC, 1950 Fiat 1100 Farina Cabriolet, 1963 Lancia Flaminia 2.8 3C Touring Convertible 

Second Row: 1956 Austin Healey 100M, 1975 Lamborghini LP400 “Periscopio”, 1962 Jaguar E-Type “Low Drag”, 1953 Damilia Special Roadster 

Third Row: 1934 Bentley 3 *% Litre Vanden Plas Tourer, 1963 Shelby Cobra Roadster, 1946 Lancia Aprilia Pinin Farina, 1989 Porsche 911 Speedster 
Bottom Row: 1939 Lagonda LG6 Rapide, 1971 Ferrari 365 NART Spyder, 1955 Cadillac Die Valkyrie Concept, 1960 Bentley S2 Wendler Shooting Brake 


INTERNATIONAL NETWORK | AVOIDANCE OF “NO-RESERVES” | MECHANICAL AND COSMETIC PREPARATION | TRADES, FINANCING AND SHIPPING 


ial YM AN When it’s time to buy, sell or consign, make us your first call. 
LTD. .. To view our inventory or discuss a car; +1 (314) 524-6000 or www.hymanitd.com 
TERNATIONAL MERCHANTS OF EXCEPTIONAL MOTOR CARS 2018 Copyright Hyman Led «St, Louils, Miesoiit 


Suan Miler 


EXTRAORDINARY CARS 


1960 Aston Martin DB4 series] | £ P.O.A. 
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contact@sammillerltd.com | www.sammillerltd.com | +44.7808 571583 | sammillerltd 
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Bentley B Special Speed 8 by Racing Green | £ P.O.A. 
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NEXT GENERATION CAR GUYS. 
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1965 ALFA ROMEO GIULIA SPRINT SPECIALE 


16,578 DOCUMENTED MILES & 40-YEARS OF SINGLE OWNERSHIP VISIT LBILIMITED.COM FOR MORE DETAILS 
OFFERED AT: $225,000 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 215-459-1606 PONTIAC, MI 248-766-7676 e000 


Xavier Micheron www.ascottcollection.com 

Phone: + 33 (0) 9 67 33 48 43 Email: cars@ascottcollection.com 

Mobile: + 33 (0) 6 17 49 42 50 Paris - France 
COLLECTION 


L’EXCEPTIONNEL PAR PASSION 


1971 SURTEES TS9B 


ex John Surtees and Mike Hailwood 
Extremely well documented 

Only 4 owners 

A regular front runner at the 

Grand Prix de Monaco Historique 


www.ascottcollection.com 
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CLASSICS 


AC COBRA 7.0, 1992 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 3 
MILEAGE - 7,950 BEACHAM 4.2 LITRE 
1 of only 3 alloy body cars built by AC Cars LTD, SUPERCHARGED V8 LHD, 2015 
Complete with REG — A7 COB MILEAGE - 1,000 
Mo : Also available — Six other superb Jaguars 


~ 


Also Available — AC Ace Bristol, AC Acceca Bristol, ad 
AC Cobra Superblower (coming soon) Also available — Six other superb Jaguars 


MERCEDES-BENZ 280 SE 3.5 
CABRIOLET, 1970 
Floor mounted automatic gearbox, 
air conditioning, recent restoration 


ASTON MARTIN V8 VANTAGE 
MANUAL LHD, 1985 
MILEAGE - 8,600 
Factory electric sunroof 
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Also Available — Mercedes 300 SL Gullwing, - 
Mercedes CLK DTM AMG, Mercedes SLS Also Available — Nine other superb Aston Martins 


FERRARI 365 GTC, 1972 
1 of only 22 RHD cars built 


BMW Z8, 2000 
MILEAGE - 19,700 
Complete with hard top and Alpina alloys 


Also Available — Ferrari Dayton Plexi Glass, 
Ferrari 512 BB, Ferrari 246 GT Dino Also Available — Twelve other superb BMWs 


All of the cars listed, including a fantastic selection of air-cooled and 997 Porsches 
are available for viewing at www.hexagonclassic.com and at our showroom in North London 
82-92 Great North Road, London, N2 ONL 
Office number: +44(0)208 348 5151 


4s TOMHARTLEY 


YEARS 


THE ULTIMATE NAME DEALING IN LUXURY, PERFORMANCE & CLASSIC CARS 


TOM HARTLEY 
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1967 FERRARI 275 GTB/4 63 FERRARI LAFERRARI COUPE 66 PAGANI HUAYRA TEMPESTA 
Argento With Ton Hide Rosso Corsa With Nero Alcantara Grigio Mercurio Metallic With Black Malvec Pagani Premium Leather 
56,250m 4,000m 700m 
£2,595,000 £2,195,000 £2,100,000 
PIP ee See RES ey gene oar a BE PS 
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15 PORSCHE 918 SPYDER WEISSACH PACKAGE 14 McLAREN PI 63 MERCEDES-BENZ SLS AMG BLACK SERIES LHD 
Colour To Sample Pearlescent White With Garnet Red Leather Volcano Yellow With Corbon Black Leather & Alcantara Magno Allanite Grey With Black Alcantara 
6,000m 1,500m 7,000m 


£419,950 


17 LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR S LP 740-4 COUPE 18 FERRARI 488 SPIDER 63 LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR LP 700-4 ROADSTER 
Verde Hydra With Nero Ade Alcantara With Rosso Alaia Nero Daytona With Nero Grigio Estoque With Black Leather 
3,000m 1,500m 4,000m 
£289,950 £264,950 £244,950 
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17 ROLLS-ROYCE WRAITH 16 ROLLS-ROYCE DAWN 65 AUDI R8 V10 5.2 PLUS 
Diamond Black With Seashell Hide Midnight Sapphire II Individual Point With Neutral Hide Mythos Black With Black Fine Nappa Leather 
1,200m 4,000m 12,000m 
£219,950 £219,950 £96,950 


OVER 60 SUPERCARS IN OUR INVENTORY 


WE ALWAYS PAY MORE FOR YOUR CAR & WILL COLLECT TODAY 


Telephone: +44 (0)1283 762762 Email: info@tomhartley.com www.tomhartley.com 


SHOWROOM VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT 
Follow us: iy) @TomHartleyCars @ Tom Hartley OPEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-8PM 


info@robertglover-ltd.com ROBERT GLOVER LTD. _—e = — 


+44 (0) 1869 244 255 www.robertglover-ltd.com retina fing 


Beautiful tourer with retained original specifications. New Ecurie Bertelli engine fitted in 2016 with steel crank and rods, and with only 1,000 
miles since. Well known to us: we have carried out various refurbishments including rebuilt suspension, re-wiring, relined & rebuilt brakes 


www.ecuriebertellicom 


www.oldracingcar.co.uk www.oldracingcarcompany.com 


rkent@oldracingcar.co.uk john@oldracingcarcompany.com 
+44 (0)1692 538 007 (949) 294 5719 
07831 379 111 


300 SLR Mille Miglia 


Superb recreation of ‘722’ Mille Miglia 300 SLR Configured for road or track 


Bespoke-built at huge expense for a wealthy Mercedes enthusiast this is a recreation of ‘722’, the Mille 
Miglia—winning car driven by Moss and Jenks and now in the Mercedes museum. Featuring a superbly 
crafted all-alloy double skinned body, and period Mercedes 3-litre engine and transmission this car took 
two years to complete and has been constructed with no expense spared. See the video on our website. 
Designed for road and track it can configured as either ‘722’, the Mille Miglia car or, by simply removing 
the head fairings and MM windscreen, it can be run asa glamorous 1950sGT. £pO0A 
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1951 Ferrari 212 GP #102 Ex-James Allington TR59R Ex-Regis Fraissinet TR60 
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Ex-Mille Miglia Alfa Romeo 1970 Ferr 
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See aS 4 ee Stas ? ars tains 
Ferrari 308 ‘Spyder’ 1 of 3 


365 2+2 RHD 
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E-Type Flat-Floor 
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AMARI “The UK's Number One Buyer of Supercars” 


We are looking to buy your Supercar 
All Marques and Models Considered 
Top Prices Paid 


Instant Decision 


Immediate Payment 


Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5BW | +44 (0) 1772 663 777 | sales@amarisupercars.com 


fe vehi amarisupercars.com 
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| Princivay a. 
www.tomhardman.co.uk 


Sales & Consignment Enquiries: 
+44(0)7803 585628 - tom@tomhardman.co.uk 
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1963 CORVETTE SPLIT WINDOW 


1967 LOLA T70 MK3 1967 SHELBY GT500 | 1988 SPICE SE88C C2 


LASSIC. Rag 
yrt * Ng 
¥ — & 


wi; Gaél REGENT +33626486171 


ee Guillaume LE METAYER +33662119473 
Hist Ute Ca U cars@historiccars.fr / www.historiccars.fr / Paris showroom by appointment 
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BENTLEY 4.5 LITRE BLOWER BY PETERSEN, TOYOTA 2000GT, 1967, Bellatrix Yellow/ 

, 1928, Green/Green, #14 built by Bob Petersen Black, 1 of 84 factory LHD, Recent concours 

Concours condition, Engineering, Fantastic driving experience, As repaint, Engine rebuild, NOS wheels, Superb 

Original LHD, 5-speed manual, Factory air provenance having been in the ownership by 

conditioning. $P.0.A. widely acknowledged Toyota 2000GT authorities 
Robert Tkacik and Peter Starr. $P.0.A. 


ASTON MARTIN DB4 SERIES IV COUPE, QuATTROVALVOLE DOWNDRAFT, 1986, Black/ 
1961, Navy Blue/Tan, LHD, 4-speed, Restored, Champagne, 32,000 km/19,000 miles, Over 
Matching #'s, Full Service/Restoration/ $125k recently spent on service/restoration, 
marque Ownership History, Superb, See website for full Qne of the best DD Countachs available. $P.0.A. 
the last five DBS’s manufactured, Superb in every details. $P.0.A. 
respect. $P.0.A. 
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x Exotic Automobiles 


Up-to-date inventory and intorma' at wWWW.A tosportUesigns.com 


AlLJTO S PORT Please contact us at: 

=" be te I I] 

o Tel: +1-631-425-1555 e-mail: racer355@aol.com 
DESIGNS INC Z/ 203 West Hills Road, Huntington Station, New York 11746 USA 
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CHARLES PRINCE 


Worldwide Collector Car Sales 


Two Matching Number Bentley 4.5 Litre Cars both with full history and excellent provenence 


Chassis NO*HB3405, Efe No. MR3394. Original Coachwork by Martin Walter 


Pinto 


“anil mld 


sales@charlesprinceclassiccars.com 
Int T: +44 (0)7985988070 
www.charlesprinceclassiccars.com 


1973 Porsche 91 1S 


Alex Finigan 


(1) 978-768-6092 


The " New ™ Classic Car... 


With the Suffolk C-type many of the 
marque’s most knowledgeable 
experts believe that Suffolk have 
created the perfect balance of 
recreating the Jaguar C-type for 
modem day driving. From behind 
the wheel the car offers supreme 
handling capabilities and the 
excelient power to weight ratio 
makes an exciting driving 
experience. This car is a Le Mans 
racing legend that you can own and 
enioy every day. 


alex@paulrussell.com 


The Suffolk SS100 has received 
excellent reviews and has 
impressed all those who have driven 
the car. Visually, the car is 100% 
exact and accurate to the original 
SS Jaguar 100 of 1937. Under the 
Classic lines and coachwork a totally 
bespoke and much modernised 
chassis bellies the cars 1930s 
siyling. The specification brings the 
car into the Zist century and the 
legendary Jaguar XK powerplant 
has the reliability and performance 
to match 


1956 Austin Healey 100 M Le Mans Roadster 


Passionately Dedicated to the Preservation of Fine Automobiles since 1978 


SUFEO! K 


SPORTSCARS 
== = 


fraser@suffolksportscars. 
+44 (0) 7967 339 424 
www.suffolksportscars.com 


at 


Our next aluminium C4ype is available within the 
next 6 months to be completed to your specification. 


Alfa Romeo Giulia IS00GT Junior 1970 Alfa Romeo Spider S4 1991 - 21,000 kms Alfa Romeo SZ 1991 - Just 4,700 kms with full history 


Southwood, the specialist supplier of exceptional Alfa Romeo Motor Cars 


/ 01883 344226 © 07442506123 — info@southwood.co.uk \§ www.southwood.co.uk 
M25 J6 - 5 mins | Gatwick 20 mins | Heathrow 40 mins | Central London 19 miles 


STOCK HIGHLIGHTS 


RENAISSANCE 


cCwLA SS Sic SsSFroOoRTtTs CARs 


2013 Caterham Roadsport SV, Wide-Bodied, 1.6, 
120hp, only 2,900 miles, FSH, Manual, Vintage 
Green, Heater, Leather Seats, Full Weather Gear, 
Fantastic Car at only £20,995 


2005 Maserati 4200 V8 Spyder CambioCorsa 
Convertible, Genuine 20,825 miles, FSH, Rosso 
Red with Contrasting Crema Full Leather 


r Interior, Only £29,995 
state-of-art 


and performance engineering 


| always remain competitive 


1995 Porsche 993 Carrera 4 Coupe, 6-Speed 
Manual, Genuine 8OK with Full and Comprehen 
sive Service History Portfolio, Metallic Iris Blue, 

Sunroof, Air Conditioning - £54,995 


01483 225878 


sales@renaissance-classics.co.uk 


Trackspeed House, Portsmouth Road, 
Ripley, Surrey, GU23 6HB 


nstaller, offering performance 
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2011 Audi A6 Avant S-Line RHD, £7,995 2001 Mercedes-Benz CL600 Coupe RHD, £6,995 


ches of the type we sell. Viewing by Appointment only. 


078: 37 071 024 - tom@iju 1S stinbanks com 


‘www justinbanks.com How 


ee oars KNOBBLY ~ £950K 


¥ Supple J0eng and fitted wilh expenmerital serodynami 
ated to the UK in the 80's and re-bodied as 8 Knobbly 
This car is considered to b 2 of the most su stest Listers currently racing with 
successes tut t q Moss trophy ttle, w } f ncults and woto 
Goodwood in the ronie i f efreshed and super 


with engine Caps 


ae = 152 


RHO Roadstenfe51..7 £105K UAR XJS. COUR 


autiful Jaguar is in alle 


comfort wh 


Nigel Morris Email: valleymotorsport@tiscali.co.uk 


+44 (0) 1978 661862 Mobile: +44 (0) 7974 820721 VMS 


C |. A S S + THE FINEST LAND ROVER 


by ACHSV RESTORATIONS & RECREATIONS 


PAINTWORK, PARTS, SALES & SERVICE 
SILVERSTONE, ENGLAND 


FOR SALE 

We are happy to reveal the latest recreation to leave the ACH Classic Workshop. This retro-styled Defender 90 sets a new benchmark 
when it comes to luxury, classically inspired Land Rovers. Our Defender 90 Classic has undergone a total rebuild from the chassis up, 
every inch has been stripped, painstakingly reworked and finally painted in our own classic paint shop. Finished in Porsche Black/ 
Grey with a Maroon Mohair hood coupled with beautiful Tan leather throughout the interior. The exterior is bursting with detail with 
stainless fixings, galvanised cappings, classic styled doors and a Stage One mesh grille. 


If you would like to view this Land Rover or discuss your own restoration or recreation please contact us on the number below. 


Workshop & Showroom in Silverstone, Northamptonshire. 01327 353129 sales@achsv.co.uk 
www.achsv.co.uk 
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BELL CLASSICS 


1970 Ferrari 365 GTB/ 4 Daytona Group IV by Michelotto 
£POA 


Offered from our private collection, this exceptional motorcar once owned by the late Aldo Cudone and under his 
ownership in the early 1980s converted to Group IV specifications by Giuliano Michelotto and Bacchelli & Villa with 
the assistance of Gaetano Florini of Ferrari's Assistenza Clienti. Competition history including the 1985 Coppa 
d'Italia, Adelaide Classic and Tour Espana to say the least. FIA HTP valid until 2026 with a new MSA/FIA roll cage 
fitted in 2016. Documented by Ferrari Historian Marcel Massini and over £80,000 invoiced for race preparations. 


1968 Aston Martin DB6 Volante 2001 Aston Martin V12 Vanquish 2017 Aston Martin GT8 1965 Aston Martin DBS 
PE BYERS 


£695,000 £85,950 £182,250 £725,000 
Dark Blue over Dark Blue, 1 of 140 Volantes, Mk Skye Silver over Charcoal, Full Main Dealer Sea Storm Over Grey, Delivery Miles, 1 of 150 Sierra Blue over Black, Concours 
1 in Superb Condition, RHD History with 3 previous keepers, 2+2 Manual, RHD Level Restoration, Vantage 
22,000 m, RHD Specification, Manual, RHD 
2006 Ferrari 575 SuperAmerica 2000 Ferrari 456M GTA 1973 Ferrari 246GT Dino 1965 Ferrari 330 GT 2+2 


£295,000 £47,995 £335,000 £POA 
Argento Nurburgring over Grey, Italian Blue TDF over Sabbia, Comprehensive Azzurro Metallizato over Beige, Fully Restored Celeste over Black, Finalising Restoration, Penul- 
Delivery with HGTC, Just Serviced with History with Provenance, 46,000m RHD Award Winner, Comprehensive History, timate 4 speed produced, 1/44 RHD 
Cambelts, 27,000 km, LHD LHD 


1976 Ferrari 308 GTB 1964 Ferrari 330 GT 2+2 1973 Ferrari 246GT Dino 2002 Ferrari 360 Spider 


£134,950 £175,000 £274,950 £95,000 
Rosso over Nero, Rare Vetroresina Rosso over Nero, Preserved and Rosso Chiaro over Nero, E Series, Giallo Modena over Black, Comprehensive 
Dry Sump, Immaculate with a Original, European, Last Owner for Light Restoration, Full History, 33,000 m, RHD service history and Immaculate Condition, 
Comprehensive History, 45,000 m, RHD over 30 years, 109 k km, LHD 18,500 m, RHD 


+44 (0)1582 857 940 sales@bellclassics.co.uk Hill View, AL3 8QE www.bellclassics.co.uk 


y,",", MOTORS 


~ INTERNATIONAL 
DRIVE LIKE A CHAMPION 


Syosset, New York | 


ChampionMotorsinternational.com 
howard@championmotorsinternational.com 


2001 Lamborghini Diablo 6.0 2001 BMW Z8 2001 Ferrari 360 Modena 


CLASSIC PERFECTION | In World Class Motorcars 


We encourage you to see the full array of photos and descriptions of all these exceptional 
automobiles as well as our entire inventory on our website at: 


BRIAN CLASSIC & CO. 


SPECIALIS 


TS IN FINE CARS 


1956 Porsche 356 Pre-A Speedster. One of the last Pre-A’s built. 
Previously the property of a Californian Porsche enthusiast for 40 years. 


Ta Fg 


1964 Porsche 356SC yeonTs versa no’s & acrid aS 
The ultimate pushrod-engined 356 model and in beautiful condition 
throughout. 


1950 Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica. The Turin Motor Show car. 
Fascinating documented history. Raced with success by its last two 
owners. Concours condition. 
pL ae 


1957 Bentley S1 Continental Park Ward coupe. Factory sunroof. 
RHD. Delivered new to a member of the DuPont family. The most stylish 
S1 coachwork. 


Pe, me Ta Y ae : 
1961 Porsche 356B T6 Noche fase of the rarest 356's. 
Sought after T6 variant in beautiful Aetna blue with blue trim and chrome 
wheels. 


1947 HRG 1 100. Extensive period competition history. All original 
sales paperwork remains on file, along with period photo aloum. Last 
owner since 1964. 


1980 Ferrari 308GTB. Dry sump. Stunning colour combination. 
LHD. Delivered new in Brescia. Full Classiche documentation. Optional 
16” wheels. 


1925 Vauxhall 30/98 meneonr Bicokende Gold Star winner. An 
original Wensum with period Brooklands history, restored to concours 
standards. Stupendous performance. 


www.brianclassiccars.com - T: 01565 830 423 


Classic Showcase is the Jaguar Collector’s Resource... 


With Spectacular Jaguar Offerings 


HODLMAYR @ CLASSIC CAR CENTER 


3.8L OTS VIN: 879320 


as 


" THE LAST OF 
THEIR KIND. 


3.4L OTS VIN: 671318 


ESSENCE. VALUE. 
ART OF LIFE. 


ISO GRIFO Can Am 7.4 Liter 1972 — #5 of 20 


BUGATTI EB |110 SUPERSPORT 1995 — the last of 32 originals, factory-side 
performance | FERRARI 365 GTB 4 Daytona Plexi 1970 — #2/5 of 425 | 

2 x MASERATI SEBRING II 1965 + 1966 | MASERATI A6 1500 1949, #/0 of 69 
FIAT 508 S Ballila Spyder “Copa d'Oro” 1935 | BMW "M" 635 CSi Prototype / 
test car 1982 — #6 of !0 | MASERATI GHIBLI SPYDER 4700 1970 — #67 of 83 
BMW V8 3200 Super “das Autenrieth Cabrio” 1960 — “one off” #! of | 

and more ~ ask for our non-public offer program ... 


4.2L FHC VIN: 1E31442 


S71 Classic Showcase 
Ed phat h i pm Rl Lami ign tt art ee tones: po Smet PoneggenstraBe |, 4311 Schwertberg, Austria 


www.classicshowcase. com Tel +43(0)7262-660-2901 |, classiccarcenter@hoedimayr.com 
California, USA ¢ Restoration: +1 760-758-6119 * Showroom: +1 760-758-6100 sales classicshowcase.com 
CLASS RESTORATION FACILITY © TWO CLASSIC CAR SALES SHOWROOMS ¢ OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


www.classiccarcenter.at 
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AS Motorsport ltd 
Poplar Farm, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk, [P22 2AP 


Tel: 01379688356 Mob: 07909531816 
Web: www.asmotorsport.co.uk 
Email: info@asmotorsport.co.uk 


Visit us on stand 16-17 at Goodwood 


Chevron B16 


(Ex. Martin Angle, Jon Minshaw, Sylvain Stepak) 


Multiple endurance and sprint competition winning history. 
In excellent race ready set up. Zero-houred FVC engine and recently 
resprayed body. Maintained by Martin Stretton Racing. 
Includes spares package. Has current HTP papers valid to 31.12.2025 


Asking £179,500 


Contact: Hugh Angle on +44 (0) 7799 475 786 / hugh.angle@aol.com 
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1972 DATSUN 240Z HISTORIC RALLY CAR — EX TONY FALL 


YORKSHIRE 


CLASSIC & SPORTS CARS 


The Studio UreBank Top Ripon North Yorkshire HG4 1JD 


T 01765 609798 E sales@ycsc.co.uk W ycsc.co.uk 
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WWW.HISTORIKA.COM 
INSTAGRAM.COM/HISTORIKASQII 
FACEBOOK.COM/HISTORIKASQII 
TWITTER.COM/HISTORIKASII 
YOUTUBE.COM/HISTORIKASQII 

CALL 07836 384999 OR 077I7 212 9II 
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We specialise in restoring 
nic Porsches to preserve | 


eturned their heritage and continue SS 
Gerard their legacy. Each Porsche a : —— 
__Larrousse back behind the = =~— a unique story - begin your ot 
eel, driving competitively car’s next chapter witha — — we 


Historika restoratior 


for the first time in that car 
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KK LASSIK PORSCHE 2 —s™ 


YESTERDAY'S PORSCHES. PRESERVED FOR TOMORROW. ENJOYED TODAY. 
FINE CARS RESTORATION RACE PREPARATION = RARE PARTS 


Matching 
numbers, 
Full History 
and needs 
nothing 


1963 
Corvette 


= Swc 
examples to 84 Fuelie 
choose from. fully 


Please call restored 
for details 


Bond Group 


Aston Martin of New England 

Lotus Motorsports, Inc 

85 Linden Street Waltham, MA02452 1-781-547-5959 
stephen.serio@astonmartin-lotus.com 


stonmartin-lotus.com 


ra | Visit us on Facebook x J Follow us on Instagram @therealbondgroup 


ow ty 55 Rixon Road 
caf v Finedon Road Industrial Estate 
ec 3 & . Telephone +44 01933 275377 Wellingborough 
= E mail: info@spray-tecrestorations.co.uk Nordeess 
. * . . 4 
} rivate lreaties Ltd www.astonmartinrestorations.com 


FORSALE 


We are delighted to bring to market this fantastic Aston Martin DB4 Convertible Series 5, finished in the classic colour 
combination of Silver Birch with Red interior and the must have overdrive and electric windows 

This vehicle recently under went a total body off restoration by ourselves and BodyLines Specialist Panel Beaters. It is 
powered by 2 4.2 Lt RS Williams engine to Vantage specification 

The car has enjoyed numerous continental road trips and covered just | 1,000 miles since completion in 2016 

This vehicle comes with a comprehensive restoration photographic recorded, VSC UK registration. fully serviced with 12 
months Mot and is presented in fauitiess condition 

Further details and photographs available on our Web site or contact Adrian George 


PRICE £POA 
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OFFICIALLY LICENSED LE MANS 
CLASSIC LIMITED EDITION 


JUST TEN INDIVIDUALLY 
NUMBERED CARS AVAILABLE 


COLLECTION ON THE START LINE 
AT THE 2020 LE MANS CLASSIC 


REQUESTS TO PLACE AN ORDER 
CAN BE SENT TO: 
EMAIL@PAUL-STEPHENS.COM 


S 


PAUL STEPHENS 


T: +44 (0) 1440 714884 
W: paul-stephens.com 
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1932 Bentley 8.0 Litre fourer 1931 Bentley 8.0 Litre fourer 
£1,150,000.00 


WE WANT YOUR W.O. BENTLEY 


Attention to detail selling the world's finest cars 


01375 379719 07967 260673 
WWW.Va n d p. n et Prestige House, 9 Globe Industrial Estate, Grays, Essex, RM17 6ST 


byroninternational.com 


Morris Mini-Minor” Gwendoline” 


Chassis Number: M/A2S4/26584. Matching numbers. 
First registered: 17th July 1960. Cherry Red. Odometer reading: 48,300 Miles. 

This lovely car comes with a rare pedigree of dear ownership — just three since 1960 — and a well- 
documented service and maintenance history which starts with a typed invoice from Hitches Garage in 
Eltham, London that notes it supply to the first owner, a Mrs Gwendoline Emily Briscoe. As 2 quaint 
reminder of times past, the receipt is marked with a 2-penny stamp and the price. which induded Purchase 
Tax, Delivery, Number Plates and Road Tax totalled £588 18 shillings and 1 penny. Also noted on that 
invoice wes a process called “Rubberseal” — an early version of undersealing that later owners would be 
grateful for. 

Original handbook, service voucher book and Workshop Manual all survive as do MOT Certificates 
Starting in 1966, copious invoices of the time many accompanied by hand waitten notes from either the 
owner's husband or service agents. A true survivor. £23,000 


Philip Jones 

Tel: +44 (0)1737 244567 

Mob: +44 (0)7836 555666 
Email: theastonman@aol.com 
www.byroninternational.com 


1974 Porsche 911 2.7 Carrera Targa MFI 
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Jaguar E Type 3.8 Series | Roadster 


Chassis No: 850401. Matching numbers. 
First Registered: 26th March 1962. Steel Blue with Black Hide. 


Certification from the Jaguar Heritage Trust confirms this to be a matching numbers car, supplied 
through Fields Engineering of Crawley in Sussex to its first owner, D § Crowther. 

Purchased by the current owner in June 2010 from the previous owner, Peter Gray of Andover, 
who commissioned Tony Shaw (based at Thruxton Race Circuit) to rebuild the engine and gearbox. 
The present owner has maintained the car to the very highest of standards — in Hampshire, by Bill 
Rawles Classic Cars and, since living in Norfolk, by Bryan Wilson and his staff at Henries of 
Sheringham. Bryan has a number of E Types as personal cars and his team have a shared knowledge 
and passion for the model, This is an original right-hand drive car with matching numbers. With 
stunning performance to match its good looks, 909 PBP’s repeated success in the Brooklands Double 
Twelve Concours is unsurprising. £137,500 


) . 
byron : International 


AUTOMOTIVE BROKERAGE 


£164,995 


Gmund Cars is pleased to be able to offer for sale this very rare Porsche 911 2.7 MFI Targa, first registered in the UK on 1 January 1974. 

One of only 46 cars delivered into the UK and one of only 2 in this amazing 1970's Magenta colour. The car is matching numbers (9114610131/6640589), 
Options include a lift off and fold up roof, ducktail spoiler and RS Fuchs Alloys (7X15 and 8x15). 

Restored in the 1990's, it joined the Porsche Club scene and became well known on the concours circuit - winning many awards. 

Collectible cars of this pedigree rarely become available so this represents an opportunity to purchase something very special 
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Sales: 01653 697722 


Servicing: 01653 696181 
www.specialistcarsitd.co.uk 


rqege) Porsche 930 Turbo G50 
a a) 


== + In Stock Now 
~< * G50 5 Speed Gearbox 
« Very Low Mileage 
n 01653 697722 £POA Call us on 01653 697722 
rua 
§ Porsche$11 2.7 RS RHD RY t Porsche 997 Turbo 


* Lightweigh n Sto 1 Cs * Tiptronic 


Lig 


* Midnight Biue 
m . Low Milea 
ay Call us:0n,.01653 
Porsche 911 2.4S ax ae =! Porsche 993 C2S 


Porsche 993 Turbo Porsche Cayenne SD V8 ¢ B) Porsche 993 C2S Tiptronic 
* In Stock Now am * in Stock Now a = - * Turbo S Aerokil 


onfiaht Biue 


Porsche 964 Turbo all = oc , Porsche 2.4 E/T : =) Porsche 997 C2S 
* Total Conc : - * in Stock Now d > 


ta mcours Car * In Stock Now 


The Ex-David Shale, Tony Lanfranchi, Arthur Carter 

1955 AUSTIN-HEALEY 100S 

‘EVV’ is one of only four 100Ss originally sold and raced in the UK and has been 
domiciled ever since with only 7 owners from new. As requested by first owner 
David Shale, it is one of only 3 such examples built with the David Brown Aston 
Martin gearbox. This 100S has an outstanding record as a club racer over a seven- 
year period from 1955 until 1962, including the Oulton Park Empire Trophy, 
Goodwood, Aintree and Silverstone. Restored and raced, complete with current 
HTPs and eligible for all the great historic everits intludifig the Mille Miglia, 
Goodwood Revival, Monaco Historics and Le Mans Classic 


Telephone +44 (0)1869 357126 Website www.pendine.com Email cars@pendine.com 
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SHERWOOD 


A tons 


Upton Fields Garage, 
Upton Road, 
Southwell, Notts. 
NG25 OOB 


www.sherwoodrestorations.co.uk ¢ Pace chenasodreiorations co.uk @ Tel: 01636 812655/812682/812700 
FULL SERVICE, BODYWORK AND RESTORATION FACILITIES 


1964 MORRIS MINI COOPER 1071 S. 


Tartan Red with White Cap abd Red Trim. Supplied new by Appleyards 
of Leeds. Total ground up restoration to FIA Spec some years ago and 
still in exceptional condition today. Mountune Engine, Close ratio 
Gearbox, LSD, Full Cage, Reclining Works Seats, 4 Cibie Spot Lamps, 
Minilite Wheels. Twin Tanks, Harness's, Map Light, Heated Screen, 
Fully Fused Works Style Dash, Sump Guard, Adjustable Suspension etc. 
bodyshell painted by Moorland Classics at a cost of £8,000! A most 
exceptional example. Correctly set up and ready to go! RHD-£39,995 


1958 ROVER 60. 


Dove Grey over Smoke Grey with Red Hide. One Owner until 1984,at 
which time it had only covered 8,700 Miles. Mileage to date is 20,800. 
This has to be the lowest mileage Rover extant. Has a most extensive history, 
Including Original Log Book, Hand Books, service Bills Etc. 
Equipped with Free Wheel, Spot Lamps, Wing Mirrors, ‘His 
Masters Voice’ Radio, Rim embellishers Etc. It would be hard 
to believe that a better example exists. RHD - £13,995 


1959 AUSTIN HEALEY FROGEYE SPRITE. 


Iris Blue with White Hard Top. Totally restored by us, from a bear shell, 
some 20 years ago ! Subsequently modified to provide the ultimate 
driving ‘Frogeye" by BRDC member. Engine is now 1380cc by Dave wells 
/ SH Engineering, Gearbox - 5 Speed, Suspension uprated with leafspring 
lowering kit and adjustable AVO Shocks, Stainless Sports Manifold 
and Exhaust (Repackable) by Frontline, Bespoke Seats in Navy, also by 
Frontline. Not one for the purist, but once driven you would never go 
near a standard Sprite again!! Simply sensational!! RHD - £34,995 


1SV1 2 CONVERTIBLE- AUTO 


1989 JAGUA 
This magazine featured and KWE Approved X3J is finished in Westminster 
Blue with contrasting Magnolia Hide and is in superb condition 
throughout. Private registration shown is included. RHD - £24,995 


1990 FERRARI TESTAROSSA 

UNDER 14,000 MILES FROM NEW!!! Rosso Corsa with Crema - ‘the’ only 
colour combination to have! Full service and health check including 
cam belts just completed. Previous recorded belt Sues at; 4,899 


stunning example of this iconic Supercar. RHD - ‘£140, 000° 


1997 FERRARI 355 GTS - 6 Speed Manual. 


Nero with Magnolia Hide.3 Owners and ‘only’ 18,000 from 
new!!! Full service and health check including belts, just 
completed. Stunning in every respect. ‘The’ most desirable 
355 model with real investment potential RHD - £120,000 


1966 MGB ROADSTER. 

Heritage Shell. Finished in Tarten Red with Black Interior and Hood / 
White Hard Top. Specification includes Overdrive, Chrome Wire Wheels, 
Additional Cooling Fan, Map Light Etc. Etc. Last Owner for almost thirty 
years! Total restoration some years ago to a superbly high standard and 
lovingly cared for since. Comprehensive history file and photographic 
record of rebuild. A beautiful example of the iconic MG now ready to be 
enjoyed once again. RHD - £16,995 


WANTED 


STOCK OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 
PLEASE CALL TO DISCUSS 


1990 MINI COOPER 1275. 

White Cap.. Last Owner fro 20 years !! Three ‘lady’ owners in total. Full Body 
and Mechanical rebuild some years ago by TR Enterprises to the highest of 
standards. Lovingly cared for since and stunning throughout. Engine now 
1293 and beautifully detailed. Genuine Minilite Alloy Wheels. A superb 
example of this rare and appreciating asset. Far from just being another 
‘average’ example.Now awaiting its next custodian. RHD-£16,995 


1963 MORRIS 1000 4 DOOR SALOON. 


Finished in Clipper Blue with Blue Grey Interior. One Family Owner 
until 1993. Total Restoration some years ago with Full Photographic 
Record and still in supero condition throughout after all these 
years! "Gladys" has clearly been loved and cherished throughout 
her life even making an appearance on “Heartbeat”! A very 
practical and useable 4 seater family classic with an interesting 
history now looking for its next ‘doting’ custodian. RHD - £7,495 


Brakesand Servo from new - £. 18/10 ! Seat Belts from new - £9/68! Original 
bill of sale, Stunning condition throughout, Try and find another like this. 
Unrepeatable and one for the true Ford enthusiast. RHD - £14,995 


1965 MERCEDES BENZ 230 SL AUTO. 


Light Beige with Havana Brown Hard Top and Matching Hood. Interior 
in Tan Hide. Ground Up Restoration just completed to a standard 
seldom achieved. Every component has been restored to perfection. 
The lengths that have been gone to in sourcing original parts 
worldwide, must have taken months. Equipped with Period Radio, 
PAS, Tool Kit Etc. Next year we celebrate 50 years in the business and 
| have never seen a finer, more detailed restoration. Hand on heart 
this has to be the very best example world wide! RHD - £120,000 


If your car is one of the very best, please call with an accurate description, detailing condition, 
history, ownership, etc. All makes and models required. 


ZT | SPEEDMASTER SPECIALIST IN HISTORIC AUTOMOBILES 
SPEEDMASTER Tel: +44 (0)1937 220 360 or +44 (0)7768 800 773 
info@speedmastercars.com www.speedmastercars.com 
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Original and race winning car originally delivered to Lothar Motschenbacher who raced fro Dan Blocker’s Nickey 

Vinegaroon Team. A winner at Mid Ohio and second on two occasions to Bruce McLaren. More recently this car has 

been a regular Goodwood entrant as well as various races in the Masters Series and winner of the 2017 Sebring 12 Hours 

Classic. Bare chassis rebuild in 2017 and now ready to race with freshly rebuilt Peter Knight 5.3L Chevrolet, and new FIA 
HTP papers. £235,000 Please call for more information. 


BICESTER 
HERITAGE 
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¢ COTS WOLD COLLECTORS CARS ° 


1996 Ferrari 355 Spider 1968 Jensen FF Mk I 1956 Jaguar XK140 Roadster 
13,000 miles from new 1 of 193 built, £20,000 recommissioning 3.8 litre engine, lots of work by CKL and Twyford Moors 
£99,950 £84,950 £125,000 
Sh . T ! te iy a a 


1960 Maserati 3500 GT - RHD 1962 AC Aceca Ruddspeed 
Stunning original cosmetic condition with full engine I of 4 RHD Ruddspeed Aceca’, 
rebuild and recommissioning by Bill McGrath Maserati £90,000 restoration 2009-2012, original colour combination 


+44 (0)1242 821 600 Bibury, Gloucestershire, England www.cotswoldears.com 


T/L Lusso 1964 


Matching numbers, low mileage, interesting fdeiory lachntthe ‘tion and Switzerland, long-term ownership 
in significant collections, Marcel Massini documented. 


— ee 


One of the most beautiful rare; ever built, designed by Pininfarina, saciatnocied by Scagletti 

Lussos were destined to be owned by serious enthusiasts such as Steve McQueen and Eric 

Clapton. Similar 3-litre Colombo V12 Tipo 168 engine, 2400mm wheelbase and chassis as 

incorporated in the legendary 250 SWB and GTO for excellent performance and handling, | 
; together with luxury. 

Extensive mechanical overhaul just completed by Ferrari specialists including engine, 
suspension, steering, brakes, electrics, fuel system, cooling system. Carburettors re-built, 
new clutch, flywheel, tyres and exhaust system. Total £43,000, documented. 

History file including old California title copy, current UK V5 registration document and MoT 
certificate, invoices. Originally Oro Chiaro (Italver 19410M), a rare Ferrari colour of light gold 
metallic, with black leather, changed to red with tan around 1988. 

Excellent condition throughout, believed to have covered only 25,500kms from new, and one 
of only 350 built of the final model in the 250GT series. 


For sale direct from private owner in UK * Tel: +44 (0) 7730 911308 * E: veloce400@aol.com 
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XK Specialist 
023 9257 0900 
www.jagxk.com 


twyfordmoors@jagxk.com 
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REBORN WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


1993 Range Rover 4.2) LSE 


Very rare 


finished in Westminster grey = 
with dark Chocolste + 
leather and fitted with 

Cocktail cabinet, Picnic tables 

rear air conditioning, Large 

Screen Rear entertainment 


£48,000 


1993 Range Rover 

4 2) LSE - Fully restored 

by Kingsley in 2015 

Long wheel base, 

LPG converted so its 

super ecconomical 

to run. Finished in y— 


Beluga black with grey 
3 7 
eu> 


leather 


£35,500 


1993 Kingsley Range 
Rover 2 Door 
RestoMod -4.5 litre 
High Efficiency, 

Air Conditioning, 
Kingsley Handling 
Pak, Kingsley 
Exhaust and Wheels. 


£185,000 


ll 1977 RHD Range 


Rover 

Suffix D - Kingsley 
Nut & Bolt 

‘Future Proofed’ 
Restoration nearing 
completion. 


Lp 25,000 


Restoration Improvement © Parts — Service » Sales 
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Silver Arrows 
Automobiles 
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1962 Mercedes-Benz 190SL 


A-stunning UK supplied, RHD 190SL finished in its: original-colours of Ivory with Red Leather. Matching 
numbers, this caris one of just 562 cars produced. Believed only 20,000 miles from new. Fresh from a nut 
and bolt restoration. A very special car, in fabulous condition, and in a wonderful period colour scheme. 


£179,950 


We are currently seeking exceptional 250SL and 280SL Pagoda’s and 190SL’s, 
if you have one you wish to sell, please get in contact. 


www.silverarrows.co.uk ¢ sales@silverarrows.co.uk ¢* 0208 789 8525 


1991 AC COBRA LIGHTWEIGHT. 

Finished in Graphite Grey with Black interior, 
LHD, 8,100 miles from new, Factory fitted 
Ford SVO 302 5.0 V8 engine with 5 speed 
manual gearbox, two owners from new with 
a comprehensive history file. 

£175,000 


1962 JAGUAR E TYPE SERIES 1 FHC 


1962 Jaguar E Type Series 1 3.8ltr, UK original RHD 
matching numbers, manual gearbox, finished in Red 
with Tan interior, 4 previous owners, believed to be 
100th E Type built, wonderful history file including 2 
fresh MOT until April 2019 


Avery rare opportunity to acquire an extremely 
genuine example to appreciate and enjoy, starts on the 
button and mechanically sound however this E Type 
will at some point require some cosmetic TLC or a 
fantastic foundation fora restoration project. 


Enquire for further details. 


Web: www.redlinepe.co.uk  Tel:01932 875435 Email: info@redlinepe.co.uk 


SALES RESTORATION MECHANICAL REPAIRS SERVICING 


sc OO) WE SPECIALISE IN ROESCH TALBOTS 


| \ POL \ ( N 2. Gees wee me VINTAGE & PVT RESTORATION AND SALES 
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TALBOT SPECIALIST 


Photo by Dominique Baidy 
Vincent Tourneur driving his 1933 Delahaye 135S, which we rebuilt and prepared for the above event. 


Vincent shared the driving with Andy Prill, there were no problems with the car which finished 10th in the combined 
classification for plateau 1. 


Please see our website for cars for sale. 


Tel: +44 (()) 1440 820371 WWW.Ispolson.com 1.$. polson(@btconnect.com 


Website: www.lightscarsaction.com 


= —_ E-mail: enquiries@lightscarsaction.com 


ACK STORE Tel: 01420 47 44 11 


STORAGE - WORKSHOP - RESTORATION 


Lights Cars Action is a specialist automotive company which houses a wide range of vehicle services within a 24,000 sq foot premises. Our 
unique & resourceful workshop allows us to carry out maintenance, race car preparation, restoration, detailing, valet & more by our highly 
trained and experienced technicians. Also we have unique state of the art paint oven enabling a one stop shop for all of your automotive needs. 


RACE AND CLASSIC CARS FOR SALE 
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One of the finest Mk1 GT3’s we've seen in years. Excellent provenance and beautiful in it’s original colour scheme. 6 speed manual transmission. First 

registered 17/11/1999 and supplied originally by Porsche Centre Colchester. 70,000 miles. Finished in Zanzibar Red metallic with full and extended black 

leather interior. Supplied with the most comprehensive and complete of service histories (a total of 17 services) and a large file of supporting invoices 
complete with all old MOT certificates and MOT database archive check. £69,995 
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As new 650 miles only, fully detailed 6.5 Litre straight 8 engine, full 2000 hour nut & bolt restoration which included full bare metal repaint to the highest 


sunroof, only approx 24 built, full burr walnut interior with drinks cabinets, — standard. New & restored suspension, stainless steel exhaust, new correct tyres including 
monogrammed glassware with Bentley logo, Stereo, blue leather, Bentley — spare & new wire wheels. Inspections welcome. This beautiful example is ready for an 
Drivers club registered, etc. £350,000 exciting car rally or to enjoy arelaxing UK or continental cruise. Part ex possible. £79,995 


All our cars for sale & our projects are on our website: www.lightscarsaction.com 
or call us direct so we can discuss your individual needs 01420 47 44 11 


VAS VERICLE SOLUTIONS 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 
Ceramic brakes, High level rear wing small 
decal option, 600 miles, 2009 
£POA 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 
Ceramic brakes, high level rear wing, large 
decal option, 8,000 miles 
£379,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP640-4 Coupe 

Versace Limited Edition No 19 of 20 Branding 

pack, Ceramic brakes, Hemera allow wheels, 
Lifting gear, 7000 miles, 2007 £279,990 


Lamborghini Aventador LP750-4 SV Roadster 
20/21 Inch Dianthus forged high gloss black alloy 
wheels, Carbon fibre interior package, Carbon 
race seats, Lifting system, 2,000 miles £409,990 


Lamborghini Aventador LP 750-4 SV 
20/21 Inch Dianthus forged high gloss black alloy 
wheels, Carbon fibre interior package, Carbon 
race seats, Lifting system, 5,000 miles £349,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 Roadster 
Q-citura stitching, Hemera alloy wheels, 
Ceramic brakes, Lifting system, 5,000 miles, 
2009 £229,990 


The UK’s Premier Lamborghini Specialist 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 
Ceramic Brakes High Level Rear Wing Small 
Decal option 4,000 miles, 2009 
£399,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 
Ceramic brakes, high level rear wing, large 
decal option, 32000 miles, 2017, VAT qualifying 
£279,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 Coupe 
Q-citura stitching, Hemera alloy wheels, 
Ceramic brakes, Lifting system, Branding pack 
5,000 miles, 2009 £219,990 


Lamborghini Huracan LP 610-4 Spyder 

20” Mimas alloy wheels, Q-citura stitching, 

Magneto-rheological suspension, Reverse 
camera, 3,000 miles £204,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP640-4 Coupe 
670 SV Body Upgrade, TUBI Exhaust, Carbon 
Fibre Driving Zone, Reverse Camera, 5,000 
miles, 2008 £199,990 


Lamborghini Gallardo LP570-4 Coupe 
Trofeo Stradale Limited Edition 1 of 150 High level 
rear wing, Carbon driving zone, Carbon exterior 
pack, Ceramic brakes, 9,800 miles, 2013 £199,990 


VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS 


Lamborghini Gallardo LP570-4Performante 
Full carbon fibre interior package, Branding pack, 
Carbon race seats, Lifting gear, Ceramic breaks, 

16,000 miles, 2014, £189,990 


Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 Coupe 
Latest Pioneer Sat Nav with Apple car play, 18 Inch 
gloss black Hercules alloy wheels, Carbon fibre interior 
package, Carbon race seats, 13,000, 2008 £184,990 2011 £159,990 


BUYING OR SELLING LAMBORGHINI MOTORCARS 


Lamborghini Gallardo LP550-2 SLE 
Skorpius alloys, Clear engine bay cover, Full 
superleggera interior, Roll Cage, 14000 miles, 


+44 01580 714 597 sales@vvsuk.co.uk www.vvsuk.co.uk 
(Viewing by appointment only) Address: VVS UK LTD PARK FARM, GOUDHURST ROAD, CRANBROOK KENT TN172LJ 
www.lamborghinibuyer.com Additional Websites: | www.justlamborghini.com 


Ferrari FF Lotus Elise Series 1 Type 49 

First registered in 2000 and covered 
just 9,600 miles from new. This is 
surely the best available example of 
this rare and iconic model. (RHD). 


£29,995 


This immaculate 2012 example has 
covered just over 14,000 miles. Finished 
in Nero Daytona with Nero hide and a 
host of carbon options. (RHD). 
£137,995 


Lotus Carlton Turbo 

Surely the best available example of this iconic 90's 
super-saloon. Having covered just 4,500 miles it is in 
immaculate condition inside and out. Presented complete 
with handbooks and the correct numbered book. (RHD). 
£124,995 


Porsche 911 GT3 RS Weissach 

This 2018 991.2 GT3 RS has covered 
just delivery mileage. It is very highly 
specified with the Weissach pack, 
ceramic brakes and lifting axle. (LHD). 
£237,495 +VAT 


Porsche 911 Turbo Convertible 

This 2004 registered 996 generation 
911 has covered just over 24,000 miles 
in the hands of one owner with a full 
Porsche service record. (RHD). 
£59,995 


A selection of other vehicles in stock 


2018 Mercedes-Maybach G650 Landaulet, Mystic White with a sand 
hood & leather, 1 of 99. With delivery mileage. (LHD) ....£729,160 +VAT 


2018 Mercedes-AMG GT-R, Iridium Silver Magno, huge spec including 
ceramic brakes and many carbon options. (RHD) £143,745 +VAT 


2012 Mercedes-AMG SLS Roadster, Obsidian Black with a Classic 
Red Designo hide and 27,000 miles from new. (RHD) .. £116,660 +VAT 


2012 Mercedes-AMG C63 Black Series, Iridium Silver, just 22,000 
miles from new with a full Mercedes history. (RHD) £74,995 +VAT 


1993 Honda (RC40) NR 750, With just 1,700 miles from new and 
immaculate in every way 


2010 BMW HP2 Megamoto, Only 4,390 miles from new. One 
of a very limited number in the UK and in perfect condition. ..£19,995 


1970 Norton Commando John Player Special 850, Just 2,200 miles 
from new and in very good condition throughout 


2000 MV Agusta F4 750 Strada, Silver & Red, never registered and 
with just delivery mileage £14,995 


All of the above vehicles, and many more, are shown on our website with full details and photographs. You can also keep up-to-date with our latest stock via social 


media. Established over 30 years ago, Park Lane (Uk) Ltd has built a reputation of integrity in the global trade of motor vehicles. Wherever you are in the world, we 


will be able to assist in the purchase of your next vehicle. We are always on the look-out for similar exceptional vehicles to purchase. Please do call us. 


Park Lane (UK) Ltd . Unit 9. Alton Business Centre . Omega Park . Alton .GU34 2YU 


+44 (0)1420 544300 parklaneuk.com 


sales@parklaneuk.com 


@parklaneuk 


y f 


@parklaneukltd @uk.carsltd 


1961 TD21 SALOON BY PARK WARD 1963 TD21 SALOON BY PARK WARD 


Car Sales » Restoration » Genuine Alvis Parts » Car Storage 
To make an appointment please call 01926 864867 or 01926 857303 www.redtriangle.co.uk Email: carsales@redtriangle.co.uk 
Red Triangle, Common Lane, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2EL England. 


AUSTIN HEALEYS BOUGHT OUTRIGHT [¥] 


COMMISSION SALES [¥| 
FIXED PRICE SALES [¥| 


ALL MODELS CONSIDERED [¥| 


The UK’s leading specialist dealer. All cars presented beautifully in-house by our 


detailing team and professionally photographed to get you best price for your Healey. 


® Rawles Motorsport Ltd, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4JR ft] 01420 23212 © Enquiries@RawlesMotorsport.com www.RawlesMotorsport.com 
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ZWAKMAN 


The Dutch world of historic Jaguars 


WW W.ZWAKMANMOTORS.COM 


CARS FOR SALE 


OCTANE MARKETPLACE 


Browse classic cars for sale or reach a huge international 
classic car market to sell yours with a free advertisement in 
Octane — go to subscribe.octane-magazine.com/classifieds 


Visit www.classicandperformancecar.com for more cars and to advertise your car on the website. Octane cannot endorse any cars for 
sale in classified advertisements and recommends that you meet the vendor and are satisfied with the car before parting with any money. 


Earley Engineering Limited 


Alvis Specialists 
+44 (0)1981 250 244 
earleyeng@aol.com 

Visit our new website 


1982 Alfa Romeo GTV 2.0 

76k miles, 3 previous owners, 12 months’ MOT, 6 
months’ tax. Finished in metallic black (Gunmetal 
AR908) with Crema cloth interior, 4 brand 
new Pirelli tyres. Huge history file with service 
book stamped from new and all MOTs. Original 
Pioneer radio/cassette player. Very good original 
car. Reluctant sale, POA. +44 (0)7808 571583, 
samalanmiller@icloud.com. 


1958 Alvis TD21 
Third Series | DHC to be built, one of only 192. 


Original RHD, 4-speed manual. Matching 
numbers, 2nd owner from new. A lovely and 
cared-for example with rare and sympathetic 
patina. Original leather interior. Electric power 
steering and painted wire wheels retro-fitted, 
original engine. Reliable and comfortable for 
continental rallying. Private sale, car available for 
viewing in Germany. €58,000. berthold@doerrich. 
de, www.classicandperformancecar.com/521690. 
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1928 Alvis TG 12/50 

Alvista fabric-bodied saloon, one owner 1961- 
2017. Recent work includes steering box rebuild, 
magneto overhaul and new oil pump. Rare 
survivor, only a handful are left. Never re-trimmed 
— remember, a car is only original once. £26,500. 
bugattistel @me.com, www.vscc.co.uk. 
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www.earleyeng.com 


Servicing Chassis engineering 


Restorations Engine builds 


Upgrades Coachbuilding 


Sales Bodyshop 


« — = 


1931 Alvis 12/50 TJ Four Seat 


Tourer 
GT 7945 — arare opportunity to acquire a charming, 
very sound and extensively documented car with 
history and maintenance file dating back to 1931, 
and only 4 owners since new. £39,500. a.v.wood@ 
btinternet.com, www.vscc.co.uk. 


2006 Aston Martin DB9 

Touchtronic, genuine 28k with full Aston Martin 
service history, metallic Mendip 2 Blue with 
Sandstorm leather, sat-nav, parking sensors, 
£41,995. Contact Graham at Renaissance Classics 
on +44 (0)1483 225878 or +44 (0)7801 235272, 
graham.beeson@renaissance-classics.co.uk, 
www.renaissance-classics.co.uk (1). 


Austin-Healey parts specialist 
Since 1972 we have sourced, manufactured 
and supplied quality parts for all Austin-Healey 
models: 100M, 100S, BN2, BN4, BNé, BN7, BT7, 
BJ7, BJ8, Sprite Mk 1 Frogeye, Mk2, Mk3 and 
Mk4, Midget. sales@ahspares.co.uk, +44 (0)1926 
817181, www.ahspares.co.uk (T). 
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Austin Healey Parts Specialist 


www.AH4H.co.uk 
a. | 
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1935 Austin 7 Ulster Replica 

Yates body, David Williams engine with Phoenix 
crank and rods, block +040, Tim Myalls high-lift 
cam and manifolds, SU carb, oversize inlets, high 
comp head, gasflowed ports, uprated oil pump, 
spin-off filter, new radiator, selection of wheels, 
12V_ solid-state. Buff Form, V5C, new MOT, 
£19,500. shg97oh@gmail.com, www.vscc.co.uk. 


1954 Austin-Healey 100 Le Mans 
Original RHD home-market Austin-Healey 100 
BN1, believed to have been upgraded with the 
dealer-fit P280 Le Mans kit. Photos show before 
and after conversion to a road-race prepared 
guise with aero screens and spot lamps. First 
delivered to Marshalls Ltd of Cambridge, retains 
matching engine and chassis numbers and is in 
original Carmine Red colour scheme with black 
half-leather interior and red piping. Original body 
number is still presented on the car. Presented in 
very clean condition with bodywork restored in 
December 2010 by Bexons Auto Classics and 
further work in 2012. £74,000. Sales@ 
RawlesMotorsport.com, +44 (0)1420) 23212, 
www.RawlesMotorsport.com (T). 


1963 Austin-Healey 3000 MkIIIA 
Built 22 April 1963 in Ivory with black interior trim, 
restored to a very high standard with a premium 
paint job, very good panel fit and original accuracy 
by Al Futtaim Classic Cars (ERAS) of Dubai from 
2015 to June 2017, zero miles since. Now UK- 
registered, available LHD or RHD at no charge. 
£82,000. Sales@RawlesMotorsport.com, +44 
(0)1420 23212, www.RawlesMotorsport.com (T). 


1961 Austin-Healey 3000 MKIlI 


rally car, incredible provenance 
Fully rally-prepared, Monte Carlo ist in class, 
multiple Isle of Man winner. Engine build and 
chassis set-up by Denis Welch. Full restoration 
completed 2015, shell and panels chemically 
dipped, panels reworked to remove imperfections 
without need for filler. Finished in Jaguar Flag Blue 
metallic. Photo and paper documentation. Light 
road use since recent refresh. £90,000. Sales@ 
RawlesMotorsport.com, +44 (0)1420) 23212, 
www.RawlesMotorsport.com (T). 


1928 Austin Seven Fabric Saloon 
RF model, lovely condition, owned 26 years 
and regularly rallied. Fully restored by myself 
and previous owner. Heath body, Barton 
trimming, Austineers mechanicals, Leek engine, 
Independent Ignition Supplies mag & dynamo. 
Currently with Buff Form. Very reliable. £14,950. 
jonathan.swales@talktalk.net, www.vscc.co.uk. 


www.classi¢-spares.com 
S Li Ee Ne /, S 5 Pe} 
www.murrayscott-nelson.com 


RESTORATIONS © BODYWORK * PAINTWORK © SERVICING 
NATIONWIDE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE © STORAGE 
CONCOURS PREPARATION © MAIL ORDER PARTS 


classic Herottle shop 


1954 Austin Healey BN1 100/4 - 
original RHD, AUS delivered, 
original colour scheme, books 


claxssicthrotiteshop.caom 


DeSoto 1949 Custom De Luxe 
Convertible €29.900 
For more information please contact me, 
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766 
info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl 


Park AA Lane 


A 


ARE YOU LOOKING TO SELL YOUR 
CHERISHED FERRARI? 
Please call us for a fast, friendly response 
on 01420 544300 or 07889 305053. 
Email: andrew.ludlow@park-lane.co.uk 


1966 Ford Mustang GT coupe 

A beautiful honest example, bench seat option. 
Matching numbers, in my ownership for the last 
26 years. Immaculate inside and out. Original build 
sheet and warranty book. A beautiful car which 
must be seen. £31500. germantaxi64@gmail.com, 
+44 (0)1480 830252. 


1964 Jaguar E Type Series 1 4.2 


Primrose yellow, black interior, black mohair soft 
top, tonneau cover. Chassis number 1E 10387 is 
a European-spec car with Heritage Certificate, 
originally delivered to German distributor Peter 
Lindner of Frankfurt. Maintained regardless of 
cost. Originally black, bare-metal respray by 
Francesco Lotti of Scarlatti, Italy. Power steering 
by, we believe, the Vicarage Carriage Co, costing 
£10,000, so a delight to drive especially at parking 
speeds. Restoration included new wire wheels, 
retrimmed boot, new hood and mechanical work. 
£148,500. claire@garageandreas.com, +33 (0)6 04 
17 22 34, www.garageandreas.com (T). 


claxxic fhrofttle shop 


1953 Jaguar C-Type Le Mans 
Recreation - aluminium body, 
Weber carburettors, beautiful 


clasxicthrotiteshop.com 


Jaguar 1955 Mark VII Saloon 
€68.500 
For more information please contact me, 
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766 
info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl 


LANES CARS 


Specialist buyers and 
sellers of ‘E'type 


2000 Land Rover Defender 110 
Tdi CSW 


Nut-and-bolt rebuild in Brooklands green, with 
galvanised bulkhead and chassis. Rebuilt engine 
with new turbo and Alisport full-width intercooler. 
Rebuilt fuel pump, rebuilt gearbox. Kam locking 
rear differential, powder-coated axles, new brakes 
and more. New XS half-leather seats and high- 
back second row. 8000 miles since rebuild in 2014. 
Have a look at www.defenderplus.co.uk. £42,000. 
+44 (0)7711 847100, alexsinclairmaddocks@ 
hotmail.co.uk. 


1966 Lotus Elan S3 Coupé SE 
Five-speed, pre-airflow model, 36th coupé off 
the production line. Fully rebuilt over the last 
three years with photos and bills to substantiate, 
including a replacement chassis with Spyder 
upgrades. Upgraded fast road cylinder head. 
Stainless steel exhaust. £39,950. Email sales@ 
sussexsportscars.co.uk, www.sussexsportscars. 
co.uk/cars/ysixelancoupe (T). 


1964 COOPER MONACO TYPE 61, 327 fuel injected 
Chevrolet V8, 4-speed BMC Huffaker transaxle. Extensive 
documented race and ownership history. All original, 
recent comprehensive race prep, spare engine, body 
work and log book. All trades considered. 


1994 LAMBORGHINI DIABLO VT, Red/tan all-wheel drive, 
21,000 km. One of approximately 400 of the 500 hp, 
5-speeds. Stunning cosmetics, incredible performance. 
The last Lamborghini built, Lamborghini. 


19563 FIAT 850 ABARTH DERIVATA, Rust-free Italian 
import. Campagnolo wheels, 2 bbl Webber, headers, 
disc brakes, rally gauges, Abarth seats, wood steering 
wheel, oil cooler, alloy oil pan. $39,000USD 


1977 PORSCHE 930 TURBO CARRERA: Silver/black. 
12,800 original miles. Fully certified, serviced and 
documented. Original paint. Built Feb. 1977. Looks runs 
and drives as new. True investor/collector grade. 


1975 MASERATI BORA 4.9, Rosso Fuoco/Crema, 11,300 
miles. 1 of 29 built in '75. Fully documented original 
example, original books, records, & tools. A true collec- 
tor-grade investment, which can be shown and enjoyed 
on rallies & the road. $185,000USD 


1954 JAGUAR XK120 DROPHEAD COUPE, Matching 
numbers, red/tan. Frame up restoration, show quality. 
triple SU carbs, stainless steel headers and exhaust, 
powder coated frame. Great rally event and show car. 
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Motor CLAssic & COMPE TITION “CORP 
WE WILL BUY ALL FERRARI AND ALL VINTAGE SPORTS, RACIGIAN 


350 ADAMS STREET, BEDFORD HILLS, NY 10507 “\—* 
Tel 914-997-9133 Fax 914-997-9136 Glstqmotoesloaecarpcom 


www.motorclassiccorp.com 


Ferrari 599 GTB 


io. = 


Carbon fibre driving zone inc LED steering wheel. 
Over £30,000 of factory fitted options. 19,000 miles with full history. 


Experience the Experience. 
www.rardleymotors.com 
Sales: 01428 606616 Service: 01428 606606 
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CARS FOR SALE 
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Austin Healey 3000 Mk 3 BJ8 phase 2 
Ex US car Subject of no expense spared restoration. Totally rebuilt on to 
new chassis; has covered less than 1400 miles since completion. Finished 
in the classic duo tone colour scheme of Healey Ice Blue over lvoryWhite 
with blue leather trim, blue mohair hood and weather equipment. Fitted 
with stainless steel sports exhaust,aluminium rocker cover, power socket, 


wood rim steering wheel and 72 spoke chrome wire wheels. £115,000 


Austin Healey 100/6 

1957. Early Longbridge ex US car converted to RHD and 
restored as a works rally replica. Fitted with a 3000cc engine, 
triple Webbers, side exit sports exhaust system giving circa 170 
BHP. Fitted with genuine works hardtop, disc brakes all round 
and overdrive. Virtually unused since repaint 2 years ago. Recent 
new carpets, sports seats and 4-pont seatbelts. £65,000 


www.classic-spares.com 


Austin Healey Specialist 


WWW.murrayscott-nelson.com 


Austin Healey 3000 Mk 3 BJ8 phase 2 
Original Healey blue car in excellent condition. The subject of an older but 
total restoration with photographic record. Finished in classic duotone 
colour scheme of Healey Blue over Ivory White with blue trim and weather 
equipment. Recently fitted with new blue mohair hood, full front suspension 
and brake overhaul, new front and rear bumpers, rebuilt carburettors, new 


chrome wire wheels new tyres anda large core fitted to the radiator. £75,000 


Austin Healey 3000 Mk 2 BT7 Tri Carb 

Ex US car. Subject of an older, fully documented nut and bolt restoration 
by leading marque specialist with only summer use since. Meticulously 
maintained throughout. Finished in pale primrose yellow with black trim 
& weather equipment. Fitted with works rally style grille, front wing 
cooling vents, rear bumperettes, tubular exhaust manifold with sports 
exhaust system, 72 spoke chrome wire wheels and overdrive, £65,000 


01723 361 227 | info@murrayscott-nelson.com 


Murray Scott-Nelson, Beaconsfield Street, Scarborough YO12 4EL 
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MOTORCARS 


www.copleymotorcars.com 


1954 Ferrari 375 Plus Sutton spyder S/N 0478 AM 
1955 Ferrari 750 Monza Scaglietti spyder S/N 0538 M 


Copley Motorcars 37 Chestnut Street 


Needham, Massachusetts 02492 USA 


Tel. 781.444.4646 e-mail copleycars@gmail.com www.copleymotorcars.com 
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ociassics 


3, CLUB LOTUS 


TEL 01362 691144/694459 
EMAIL ‘Ok 


THE ORIGINAL & BEST CLUB 
FOR ALL LOTUS OWNERS & 
ENTHUSIASTS 


COLOUR MAGAZINE, INSURANCE & PARTS 
DISCOUNTS, FREE TECHNICAL HELP, LOTUS 
REGALIA & MORE FOR ONLY £35 PER YEAR 


www.clublotus.co.uk 


58 MALTHOUSE CT DEREHAM NORFOLK NR20 4UA Email: info@automo.co 


www.automo.co 


JUSTIN 


WANTED 


Quality classic cars, watches, boats, 
instant decision and payment, no limits. 
Call Justin on 07794 576 886. 


1989 Lotus Esprit 2.2 NA Coupé 
Manual, 66,000 miles, comprehensive history, 
Lotus Certificate of Provenance, rare metallic 
Pacific Blue with full Magnolia leather interior, 
Oz Ruote alloys, stunning condition throughout. 
£27,995. Contact Graham at Renaissance Classics 
on +44 (0)1483 225878 or +44 (0)7801 235272, 
graham.beeson@renaissance-—classics.co.uk, 
www.renaissance-classics.co.uk (1). 


The official 


Mercedes-Benz Club 


0845 6032660 


www.mercedes-benz-club,co.uk 


Tiptronic, 42,000 miles. 
grey leather interior, 17in Cup-style alloy 
wheels, Cup steering wheel. Professionally 
upgraded stereo with all new speakers, hidden 
amplifier and iPod/iPhone lightning adapter in 
glovebox. Full service history, much by Specialist 
Cars of Malton. Professionally detailed this 
week! £21,950. sussexsportscars.co.uk/cars/ 
ninetyfourporscheninesixeightWOY/ (1). 


Midnight blue with 


Park AA Lane 


1992 Mercedes-Benz 500 E 
A lovely example of this iconic model in 
Blue Black metallic with black leather. 
Good history, great condition and 
specification. (LHD). £27,495 


+44 (0)1420 544300 . parklaneuk.com 


Rare manual, genuine 118k with comprehensive 
service history, metallic Colbalt Blue with full 
cream leather piped sports interior, climate 
control, sunroof, cruise, absolutely stunning 
condition throughout, exceptionally rare and 
desirable modern classic. £42,995. Contact 
Graham at Renaissance Classics on +44 (0)1483 
225878 or +44 (0)7801 235272, graham.beeson@ 
renaissance-classics.co.uk, | www.renaissance- 
classics.co.uk (1). 


claxxic Mhrofite shop 


1930 Morris Cowley 11.9 Coupé 
Built in April 1930, Doctor's Coupé with dickey 
seat, stylish and unusual original factory body, 
correct beige and brown colours, currently with 
Buff Form, LC&ES-eligible, original ‘Kopalapso’ 
fold-back sunroof, everything works, even the 
clock! All original fittings, four new tyres and new 
battery, runs really nicely and ready to go, much 
history and many bills, original reg number on V5C 
plus old logbook. £11,950. Contact Bill Piggott on 
bill.pig@hotmail.co.uk, www.vscc.co.uk. 


1970 Porsche 911 T - 
Bahia Red, AUS delivered, 
beautiful original RHD, books 


claxsicthrofileshop.cam 


2001 Porsche 911 

Cherished 53,000-mile, immaculate 996 with all 
consumables and weak spots replaced and/or 
uprated as necessary within the last 2000 miles 
including clutch, lightweight flywheel, uprated 
IMS bearing, rear main oil seal, Bilstein dampers 
and Eibach springs, suspension arms and bushes, 
drop links, top mounts, all discs and pads, brake 
lines, braided hoses, air-con radiators and hoses, 
all this work carried out by RPM Technik. Factory- 
option GT3 alloys refurbished. Perfect-spec 996 in 
metallic black with black leather interior, electric 
seats and sunroof, Bose stereo and sat-nav, 
original optional dashboard phone (blanking panel 
included). MOT to April, full history. £20,995 inc 
private number plate. One of the best 99és in the 
UK. classicandperformancecar.com/523294 


1929 Singer Junior 


Part-restored from original components, 
mechanicals done. Body ready for painting (can 
be finished if required). Sweet-looking car and a 
cheap way of owning a genuine vintage car. £5000. 
martin.sismey@hotmail.co.uk, www.vscc.co.uk. 


1926 Sunbeam 3 Litre 

tn our ownership for 25 years, this car is in regular 
use both in the UK and on several European 
trips. Engine rebuilt in 2001 with new block, 
recent work include four new wheels, new hubs, 
new 4.2:1 CWP which enables 60mph+ cruising 
speed. Full weather equipment including leather 
tonneau cover. Huge history file documenting 
the restoration in the early 1970s with all bills for 
work done in last 25 years. Well known car in STD 
Register circles. Offers over £240,000. pwignall@ 
icloud.com, www.vscc.co.uk. 


1967 Triumph TR4A IRS 

TR4A Black with red interior, Surrey back panel 
with hard and mohair soft top, overdrive gearbox, 
wire wheels, electric cooling fan, wood-rim 
steering wheel, twin-tailpipe stainless-steel 
exhaust. In excellent rust-free condition, well 
maintained and drives like a dream. £22000. +44 
(0)1628 636793, andrewj1610@me.com. 
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CORGY'S 


Fine Classic Automobiles. 
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1962 O.S.C.A. 1600GT ZAGATO 


A highly original and correct O.S.C.A. 1600GT Zagato. 
Most disirable body by carrozzeria Zagato. 
Rare AMADORI Wheels. 
Finished in Red with Black interior. 


Viewing by appointment only. 


2-18-16 Toyotamaminami Nerima-ku, Tokyo 176-0014 Japan 
Contact by e-mail: vintage@corgys.com 
Please visit our website for more information. 


www.corgys.com 


* Rosso Corsa 
- 51,028 Miles 


Sussex 


Sports 


SUSSEX SPORTS 


ns ei? CARS LTD 


1970 MG MIDGET BY FRONTLINE DEVELOPMENTS 
INCREDIBLE £53,000 SPEND INCLUDING TUNED 
ENGINE. 5 SPEED GEARBOX. CUSTOM INTERIOR 
LIMITED SLIP DIFFERENTIAL £19,950 


E SOT 205 GTI 1600 
65,000 MILES ONLY, SUPERB ORIGINAL CONDITION 


CHOICE OF 5 ROADSTERS 
2 MGB GTS £ASK 


1955 MORRIS OXFORD SERIES I TRAVELLER 
EXTRAORDINARY TIMEWARP ORIGINAL CONDITION 
1500CC BMC B SERIES ENGINE, 4 SPEED COLUMN 
SHIFT. CONVERTS TO 7/8 SEATS, £ASK 


CHOICE OF 3 ROADSTERS 
| COUPE EASK 


LOTUS ELAN 
CHOICE OF 4 COUPES 
2 ROADSTERS £ASK 


www.sussexsportscars.co.uk Tel: 01273 477778 
Mobile: 07831 173729 Email: sales@sussexsportscars.co.uk 


PHE FERRARI CENTRE 


Ferrari 348 TS 


* Rosso Corsa £47,995 
59,707 Miles Stock Number - 18351 


Ferrari 308 GTS QV 


£83,995 


Stock Number 


18520 


Ferrari 360 Modena Manual 


Ferrari F355 Spider Manual 


* Rosso Corsa 
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Ferrari F355 Berlinetta Manual 


Rosso Corsa 
28,329 Miles 


Ferrari 599 GTB FT 


* Rosso Corsa £99,995 -° Grigio Silverstone £115,995 
» 9,290 Miles ‘tock Number - 18604__ * 24,756 Miles Stock Number - 18119 
Sales KHPC Norkshe 
' ry, -. 759 40 2 f Y45t 
it are full par , V | wer’ Kent High | for ie 
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£74,995 


- 47,528 Miles Stock Number - 18373 


£94,995 


Stock Number - 18551 


Dapper Jack 


Ties . Bow ties . Cravats 
Hand Crafted in the UK 


MAGAZINE 


TO ADVERTISE HERE PLEASE CONTACT 
MILES TAYLOR ON - 
TEL: +44 (0)203 890 3989 
E: MILES@OCTANE-MAGAZINE.COM 


Tel: 07887898331 


4, Unique to Dapper Jack Carbon Fibre Bow Ties 


£62 derbyplating | uu TTT 


am BRAKE & CLUTCH 
Specialist electroplaters, HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS 
polishers and metal finishers FOR BRITISH VEHICLES 1935-1980 
Re-chroming to the highest MASTER CYLINDERS, WHEEL 
8 5 CYLINDERS, CALIPERS, CLUTCH 
Concours and Show Standards SLAVES, FLEXIBLE HOSES, 
[S) PADS, Kits Etc. 
148 Abbey Street, Derby, DE22 35S WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER 
if +a(oi332382408 ff POWERTRACK Ltd 


e: info@derbyplating.co.uk Tel/fax: 01344 886522 


w: www.derbyplating.co.uk WWwW.powertrackbrakes.co.uk 
ORIGINAL SALES BROCHURES SHOWROOM POSTERS 


GALLERY, ART & MEMORABILIA 
AND DRIVERS HANDBOOKS AV - 
MANY FRAMED TO MUSEUM STANDARD FOR DISPLAY @) Speeds ete) rt Oc 5 | ie \ / \ 


HUGE VARIETY OF MAKES AND MODELS-!910 TO 2000 
MANY ARE SMALL WORKS OF ART A unique collection of original ristot racing Tye 


hotographs and autographed items for sale. 
CARMAN HISTORIC serfs te a renner 
PLEASE E-MAIL JOHNSCANLON2@AOL.CO.UK : 01327 858 167 | E: info@speedsport.co.uk | www.speedsportgallery.co.u 


Open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and also at weekends by appointment 
To ASK ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE CAR Unit 43, Silverstone Circuit, Nr Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 8TN 


STEERING WHEEL RESTORATION ELECTRIC PARTS ELECTRIC CONDENSOR FOR ALL ENGINES 


Mi t}2ke Mb MSUUUEpapl] | = MANUFACTURERS OF THE WORLDS 


MES, Soo ee MOST PROVEN CONDENSER 


i f Suc Dy elimina * jan ’ il cars Gc t s 
Order Online or by Phone 10 years of sucessfully eliminating points related misfires in all cars frorn GT40's to Austin 7's 


MODELS, ART & MEMORABILIA 
yilo 
A 
O—O 
Revilo Classic Models 
Historic Le Mans, F1 and rare classic car models, Art and Memorabilia 
Specialising in high end large scale models 
www.revilociassicmodels.co.uk Tel:+44(0)7974 019074 


Email:reviloclassicmodels@yahoo.co.uk 
Facebook: Revilo Classic Models 


BUY ONLINE NOW OR CONTACT US FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION 


+44 (0)1233 850843 WWW.SWIFTUNE.COM SALES@SWIFTUNE.COM 
RESTORATION 


WWW.MOTOTECHNIQUE.COM 


The one stop Exotic Sports Car Specialist 
Check out our amazing website or 
@mototechnique &) 


Restore steering wheels, vintage to modern, 
including Rolls-Royce, Bentley & Jaguar 


tel: +44 (0)1843 844962 
mob: 07795 182 563 


myrtleprod@aol.com 


BPA Engineering 


SPECIALIST TRANSMISSION 
SERVICES 
HEWLAND BUILD & REBUILD 
NEW & S/H SPARES 


GEARS, SPARES & COMPETITION GEAR 
KITS DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED 
CASTINGS PRODUCED FROM 
DRAWINGS OR SAMPLES 

Tel: 44 0 1256 895757 
Fax: 44 0 1256 895151 
www.bpaengineering.com 


| {ae F +44(0)1263 768336 
Tel: 01584 819552 \ Read, Aldborough, Norfolk, R11 THY, UK 


iA os woiieass 


www.autoelectricsupplies.co.uk 
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Moto- Lita 


CLASSIC WOOD AND LEATHER RIM 
STEERING WHEELS SINCE 1958 


cc 
EVERY WHEEL |S A FINE EXAMPLE OF BRITISH CRAFTSMANSHIP. 


yas 
@ 


a 


9 @Moto_Lita 
www.moto-lita.co.uk 


PIT STOP 


PORSCHES 
IN PLATINUM 


BY; AefeaBark 


Prices from £425 
robinbark-motorart.com 


Inspired by the iconic 356 and 911, the 7Oth Anniversary ‘Platinum Editions’ 
(of 50 pieces each) are cast in solid aluminium, hand-polished and finished 
in platinum. Measuring 130mm in length, each piece is signed, numbered 
and presented in a bespoke wooden box. Polished aluminium and nickel 
editions are also available, from £225. See Robin’s work on his website and 
at the Goodwood Revival (Stand 43). 


WOODFORD RL 7000 
TILT TRAILER 


From £12,790 
woodfordtrailers.com 


High-quality covered trailer, fitted with high-impact aerodynamic composite 
bodyshell, suitable for race events, trackdays and general haulage. Woodford 
makes automotive transportation a hassle-free experience with practicality 
and convenience in mind. Access has never been easier from all sides thanks 
to wide-opening door bays that ensure you can strap down the vehicle 
securely, with mounting points at the front, back and middle. 
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McLaren 


MP4/4 


968 (si 


McLAREN MP4/4 
MANUAL 


£25 
haynes.com/motorsport 


Haynes’ McLaren MP4/4 Manual provides a unique 
insight into the design, engineering and operation of 
statistically the most dominant F1 car ever built, 
featuring input from the designers, engineers and 
drivers involved. Produced with unique access to 
original McLaren documentation and a race-winning 
MP4/4 - perfect for Fl fans. 


UNIQUE LALIQUE 
MASCOTS 


Sale by auction 
gorringes.co.uk - The GG Weiner Collection 


A fabulous collection of unique Lalique automotive 
mascots is due to come to auction from the GG Weiner 
collection during the Goodwocd Revial week. The sale 
takes place at Gorringe’s Auction House in nearby 
Lewes, Sussex on Thursday 6 September. 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


LIMITED-EDITION 
ART DECO POSTERS 


£395 
pullmaneditions.com 


PULLMAN EDITIONS designs striking original limited- 
edition posters that capture the enduring appeal of Art 
Deco. Its posters feature winter sports, glamorous resorts 
around the world, and historic automobiles. More than 100 
designs are available at £395 each. Call +44 (0)20 7730 
0547 or view and buy online at pullmaneditions.com. 


DURA RPS: THE 
ULTIMATE RACING 
SIMULATOR EXPERIENCE 


Experiences from £300 
+44 (0)1280 706050, duraperformance.com 


This single-seater racing simulator is not an entertainment 
platform but a credible alternative to track time. It faithfully 
recreates the demands of professional motor racing for more 
than 130 worldwide circuits, with the option of expert tuition to 
learn and improve - delivering an immersive, in-depth, technical 
experience for professionals or keen amateurs. 


TEMPERATURE 
REGULATING 
UNDERWEAR 


£132 (top only) 
walero.uk 


This flame-retardant 

underwear actively 

stabilises your body 

temperature using 

- technology originally 

re developed for NASA. 

This technology, coupled 
with the use of supersoft 
fabric, flatlock seams and 
a relaxed fit, makes 
Walero’s the most 

M A R K H O [_ D FE N A RT comfortable FIA-compliant 
racing underwear 

on the market. 


£300 
markholdenart.co.uk 


Your classic car is a piece of art in itself. Have yours captured in an 

original painting by Scottish artist Mark Holden. Personalised prints 

and cards are also available. Mark will be producing new work after 
the Rallye des Alpes, Switzerland, in September. 
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Insurance 


lassic Multi Car insurance by Heritage 
gives you the best of both classic AND 


Competitive insurance for your ca & performance cars Competitive insurance for your modern every day cars 
Free Agree Valuation Salvage retention EU cover Limited Keep & build your NCB Protected NCB Drive other cars 


mileage & club members discount Spar sories Cover Business.use Optional breakdown cover for ALL your vehicles 


Start your Classic Multi Car insurance today 


0121 248 9220 


Specialist Car 
Insurance 


Adnan Flux know how much you love 
your car, that's wny we are dedicated to 
finding you a policy, tailor-made to your 
own personal requirements and driving 
history. Call us today for a free. 

no obligation quote. 


y 


ADRIAN 
LUX 


0800 085 5000 perf acta con nckide 


MFREE Legal Cover # Club Member Discounts 


a relate nfl UX.CcCO.U k mTrack Day Cover & Modifications Cover 


aiihccenct dei taquickacl by the Feionceal C @ Agreed Value & Limited Mileage Discounts 


THIS IS 
NOT YELLOW. 


THIS IS 1973 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER BAHAMIAN GOLD 


Do you see what we see? 

Like you, we are car e ithusiasts through and through. We offer exceptional 

insurance, competitive premiums and hassle-free claims service. Get a quote 

or check the value of your classic online anytime. Better yet, give us a call 

at 0333 323 1383 and chat to one of the team. @ AOC 
| CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 


Drive with us. hagertyinsurance.co.uk 


Hagerty International Limited is authorised and requlated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA Firm Reference Number 441417) 


Insurance / Jaguar Specialists 


classicline* 


INSURANCE 


Agreed values |‘ 

Limited mileage discounts 
Multi-vehicle policies 

Free club arranged track days 
Breakdown cover 

Extra club discounts / 


01455 639 000 


v.classiclineinsurance.co.uk 


Longbarn Motor Museum 
Lewes Road 

Cross In Hand 
Heathfield 

East Sussex 

TN21 OTP 


Email - ctpdwc@aol.com 
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ES SS WORLD 


www.clarkesjaguar.com 


CLASSIC JAGUAR 
cmos» RACING LTD 


Classic pa cereaye have been building and eorne original and replica 
Jaguar D'type and XKSS for over 26 years. 

We can build you an FIA accepted copy of any original car or a replica using 
the same tooling. We manufacture the original Dunlop 16” D'type wheels. 
www.classic-jaguar-racing.co.uk 
Tel: (+44) 01797 270988 


Clarkes Jaguar if 


ClarkesXJSWorld Fran 


Clarkesx]S [ 


Tel - 01435 863800 4 


90 YEARS « 1968-2018 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES I] 


THE JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES II was produced 
from October 1968 to September 1970. It was available 
as a two-seater roadster, fixed-head coupé or 2+2, and 
could also be had with automatic transmission. Notable 
changes over previous models included a larger air intake 
in the nose, sidelights and tail-lamps positioned under the 
bumpers, rocker switches in place of toggles on the facia, 
and exhaust tail-pipes displayed in an S-bend style. 


© 


COOPERCRAFT 


ricnmace 


Braking the tradition, 

preserving the legend 

— worldwide, for more 
than 25 years. 


Pioneered on the E-type 
Series | and available for 
many other models. To 
preserve your legend, fit 
the original and the best: 
Coopercraft uprated 
braking systems. 


+44 (0)1395 514453 
coopercraft@eclipse.co.uk 
coopercraft.co.uk 


One of the leading 
authorities for sales, 
restoration, 
maintenance and 
upgrades for all 
models of the iconic 
Jaguar E-type. 


Kent-based E-type UK 
was founded in 2008, with 
a particular specialism in 
fuel injection conversions. 


+44 (0)1732 852762 
marcus@etypeuk.com 
etypeuk.com 


Established for more 
than 30 years 
manufacturing parts 
for classic Jaguars. 


The company that put the 
E-type back on the road 
and recognised for having 
the finest parts service. 
We also offer E-type 
monocoque sub- 
assemblies for S1, 2 and 
3, ready for painting. 


+44 (0)2476 386903 
info@martinrobey.co.uk 
martinrobey.com 


A HISCOX COMPANY 


Specialist vehicle 
insurance from people 
who share your 
passion. 


From iconic models to 
future classics — RH has 
been providing insurance 
that covers your vehicle 

on the journey from 
dream to reality for more 
than 40 years. 


0333 043 3911 
rhspecialistinsurance.co.uk 


Featured E-type owned by Richard Marsella 


Carcoon 


Carcoon is 
internationally 
recognised as the 
benchmark in the 
ultimate car care 
protection system. 


The unrivalled Carcoon 
active air system now 
comes with a drive-in 
option, protecting your 

classic E-type for 
the future. 


+44 (0)161 737 9690 
info@carcoon.com 
carcoon.com 
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The three best tyres for 
six-cylinder E-types 


Dunlop SP Sport from 
1968 OE on series 2. 
Michelin XVS 
asymmetric for 
directional stability. 
Pirelli Cinturato: the only 
period tyre for series 1. 


+44 (0)1302 711123 
info@longstonetyres.co.uk 
longstonetyres.co.uk 


Aston Martin & Jaguar 


E> 


TRINITY ENGINEERING 


www trinityasion co.uk 


1 


ERE a 


ASTON MARTIN SPE TS 


Trinity Engineering has a well established reputation for superb engineering and attention to detail 

at affordable prices on the older range of Aston Martins from 1950 onwards, and we now give this 

same level of service to modern Aston Martin Vanquish, DBS, V8 & V12 Vantage and DBS owners. 
* Service « Diagnostics © Parts © Repair 


Contact: Tim Butcher Tet: 01483 211899 Fax: 01483 211289 
Email: tim@trinityaston.co.uk 


Address: Lovelace Works, High Street, Ripley, Surrey, GU23 6AF 


Ro 
oc 


Here at Vantage house we pride ourselves on 
“attention to detail”. Worldwide parts dispatch facility, 
Race proven ae rebuilds and upgrades. 


' ry a Ase OC 
Winners of Fthe AMOC Elite Concours, AMOC Race 


R arc .« Intfarnatin | Dally’e 
x numerous international Rally s 


Contacts: 
O1702 291818 
rikki@rikkicann.com 


MADE IN ENGLAND 


Ema il: info@ YF 


ZEUS CLASSIC JAGUAR BRAKING SYSTEMS 


AXLE SETS from £378.00 +VAT and carriage 


Aston Martin Heritage Designs 
heritageclassicrestorations.com 


New & Used 
Aston 
Martin 
Parts 


=a = 


| 
a — 


With over 25 years experience our restoration 
service can restore your leather work, renew 
Wilton carpets & supply many original AML 
upgrades, headrests, radio housings, footrests, 
tool rolls, consoles and DB sunvisors. 


#44 (0)1825 732306 
heritageresto®btinternet.com 


SOLD WORLDWIDE 


K.com 


v Aa 
pus.ukK.com ¥ WWW .2 reus.u 


Aston / LKancia / Ferrari 


~ =. —-<—<—" 


mototechnique 


= 


LANCIA spares and restorations 


* Fast, worldwide mail-order parts service exporting new and used parts to 65+ 
countries around the world. Vast amount of spares kept in stock 


Creators of the sensational 400bhp Ferrari Dino V8 
on the cover of Octane. 


* Omicron has extensive workshop facilities, encompassing full mechanical 
facilities, panelwork, paintwork and trim. Full or partial restorations to concours 
standard. Competition preparation service. 


* Competition preparation undertaken for both rally and circuit disciplines, 
Aurelia « Flaminia « Flavia « Fulvia « 2000 « Stratos 


Omicron Engineering Ltd., 
The Long Barn, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 8JS, UK 
Tel: ++44 (0)1508 570351 «Fax: ++44 (0)1508 570795 
website: http://www.omicron.uk.com* e-mail: sales@omicron.uk.com 


—— See the full 
ae) as 17-minute film 


. ae t Jay Leno’ 
Warren Classic Concours d’Elegance safc Shoei 


de Class Winners Garage on 
STORING . ENGINE BUILDING . SERVICING YouTube 


. < Ort fates sia * | a 7 “—* la Lig 
RR, CS RESTORATION AND SERVICING. 
° o = Onl De Satta wr nee a cain 


mototecnnique.com 
01449 780372 


WWW.GTBRESTORATIONS.CO.UK +44 (0)20 8941 3510 


DB4 through to Vanquish + EngineBuilds + Restoration + Servicing + Upgrades + Diagnostics + MotorSport 


w chicane.am e john@chicane.am t O18 932 6973 
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Oil / Austin Healey 


Castrol's Classic Oils are produced to original i 
viscosities and contain the necessary anti-wear Au sti n | Ca I ey 


additives to provide overall protection of 


ae a Parts Specialist 


A > 
/ 
3 Greases, Semi-Fluid greases etc. made in-house, we can keep the quality up and the 


Castrol 
Small size from 500m! to price down. What's even better is that everything 


Classic Oils | Home Workshop sizes - 
+44 (0)1954 231668 Free UK mainland - we manufacture is made right here in the UK! 
sales@classicolls.co.uk Next Day Delivery offers. 


Jrigna 


aI AL EDD ZINA With our vast knowledge, fantastic service and 


R40, 10w/60 syn., EP80, EP90 
S190, EP140, D140, LS, B373 large stock there really is no neeed to go anywhere 
TQD TOF, RR363, Brake Fluids else. We manufacture too! With over 1000 products 


WEE NAL AMAAND aa 


Vaivemaster’” & Valvemaster’™™ Plus Octane Boost 
improves performance, protects against vaive seat 
recession and fuel system corrosion. Valvemaster’™™ Plus 
raises tue! by up to 2 octane. Classic Valvemaster'™ 
formerly branded as Castrol Valvemaster™ 


Engine protection One bottle treats 
in all driving 250 litres of fuel. 
conditions. FBHVC endorsed 
Octane Boost for - most effective 
all unleaded fuels. additive. 
Classic Valvemaster™ | = , lang ’ +44 (0)1788 565 000 
+44 (0)1954 231668 AE Tin anhaeee sales@ah4h.co.uk 
eee www.AH4H.co.uk 


A-Head 4 Healeys Ltd. 81 Somers Road, Rugby, Warks, CV22 7DG, England 


“e3,ee" 
DENIS WELCH MOTORSPORT, YOXALL, BURTON ON TRENT, STAFFS DE13 SNA, ENGLAND 
Parts Hotline: +44(0)1543 472244 E-mail: sales@bighealey.co.uk 
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Porsche 


© RESTORATION WLLAMS CRAWEORD A CLASSIC PORSCHE PARTS STORY 
poy nrc Fasson for Forsche your partner for: Porsche 356, 911/912, 964, 993 

* REPAIRS Brake discs for all Porsche models (1963-2018) 
* MOTORSPORT PREPARATION 

¢ SALES & BROKERAGE 

© PORSCHE FINDER SERVICE CELEBRATING 70 YEARS 

* WORLDWIDE DELIVERY OF PORSCHE HISTORY 


Hidden away in Cornwall, you will find an enthusiastic team with 
undeniable talents and a genuine Passion for Porsche. In our shop we 
have the skills, experience and resources to expertly restore, 
modify or create bespoke Porsche with care, clarity and honesty. 


Pictured here are prime examples of the Williams Crawford. standard. 
The 1956 356 coupe was sent to us from Texas, our team headed by expert 
Graham Kidd, tranformed this “barn find’ into a world class 356. 


aa 


The 1973 RS arrived in pieces as a stalled restoration from a company 
who could not fulfil their promise. We took this RS to a superlative 


standard. far beyond that of many found elsewhere in the world. 


Should you wish to purchase, restore, build or prepare 
ad Porsche. wherever you are in the world, 
we are here to help 


JOMAPARTS.COM 


Gefusilleerdeniaan 29 - 9600 Ronse, Belgium 
T +32 55 21 3013 - F +32 55 20 70 69 
info@jomaparts.be - www.jomaparts.be 

+44 (0) 1752 840307 
www.williamscrawford.co.uk info@williamscrawford.co.uk 


Classic Power For Classic Cars 


New Applications just released 
Aston Martin 6 cyl 

Datsun 240Z, 260Z & 280Z 

Fiat 124,125,131,132 Twin Cam 
Jaguar XK3.4-XJ3.8-4.2 & V12 
Mazda RX7 13b 

Sunbeam Alpine 

= Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
w Volvo B18/20 
VW Type 1,2,4 ae Cooled 


rom 
Bhcon UK 


aber Carburettor Performance \' y 
kits for Classic Cars. 

Full range details can be viewed 
at WWW.WEBCON.CO.UK 


Webcon UK Ltd 


Dolphin Road, Sunbury, Middlesex TW16 7HE UK ——$$$_—_—_— 
Tel: +44 (0) 1932 787100 Fax: +44 1932 782725 EBCC 


Email: sales@webcon.co.uk Web: www.webcon.co.uk i 4 www.facebook.com/webconuk - —— 


ject is pupolien 
Sonpiete with Twin Injectors, bo 4 

, ATS, TPS, IACV & Fuel 

Regulator. Works with all popular EMS systems ! 


All Kits 

Feature Genuine 
Spanish ZWEBER 
Carburettors, Manifold 

Linkage, Fittings anc 
Weber Tuning / 
Manual 
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Restoration 


Specialist restoration 
and maintenance of veteran, 
vintage and classic vehicles 
from Austin to Rolls-Royce 


Spares 


Woridwide suppliers of parts for post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars 


Recycled 


Your choice of new We offer a comprehensive range of Quality used parts, sourced 
“Crewe Genuine” original Bentley & Rolls-Royce from vehicles carefully 
Bentiey parts or quality components, all professionally rebuilt to dismantied on site by our 

aftermarket alternatives exacting standards in the UK. experienced tearn 


The Leading Parts Website for an and =a cars 
For all your requirements, visit www.flyingspares.com 


We * 


MILFORD VINTAGE ENGINEERING LTD VINTAGE ENGINEERING LTD 


Telephone (01250) 881 223 
www.vintage-engineering.co.uk 


CarOSSST IGS esky mentee. 
y Company, (u ) itd oe tel Vesyaetsyr—te od : 
BARNARD CASTLE 


ENGLAND DL12 8XT 
Tel 01833 630011 


www.carrosserie.co.uk | 


For Sale Price 
info@carrosserie.co.uk 


\ 01455 292949 te 01455 292959 i sales@flyingspares.co.uk a ceembgiam 


L. A. AND R.W. PIPER 


The Trimming Specialists 


We specialise in customising, reupholstering and restoring car seats 
and trim for vehicie owners that will not settie for second best when 
it comes to a unique approach to automotive interior customisation 

for their vehicle's original condition. ecg phage 


G Nark @) GC )QAH(CK G Niestorations Sid 


International award winning specialists in Rolls-Royce, Bentley and Porsche 


1958 Bentley $1 Continental 1958 Bentley $1 Continental 1958 Bentley S1 Continental 
by HJ Mulliner Flying Spur Mulliner 
£175,000 


1950 Bentley MK6 


1952 Bentley MKVI 1949 Bentley MKVI 
by Mulliner 


by Harold Radford by James Young 
£110,000 £165,000 £30,000 


eClassic, custom and sports cars seats 
eCar Interiors eRepairs and Re-trimming 
° . A tal z 
eTop Quality Fabrics and Leather *No Limits! 1998 Bentley Continental R 1978 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow I 1990 Bentley Turbo R 


£52,000 £30,000 £18,000 


We are a small family run business set in the small village of 
Sparkford in Somerset. Our premises can now house up to 14 
cars. If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to =) J 
contact us, where we will be happy to heip. ; ‘ 01376 584 392 
-— 01376 584773 


Please call for specifications and further information 


m& info@clarkandcarter.co.uk 


01963 441431 _larry.piper@pipertrimmers.co.uk - 
(2) www.clarkandcarter.co.uk 


www.pipertrimmers.co.u K Shardloes Workshops, Church Road, Cressing, Braintree, Essex (M77 8PN 
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Restoration 


+44 (0)1522 685476 


de, Richards of England are British Marque restoration specialists 
“own era Aston Martin DBS and V8 models, amongst others 


www.richardsofengland.com 
Richards of England, Unit 1 Cedar Parc, Lincoln, LNé 4RR, United Kingdom 


We undertake complete or part restoration of Veteran Vintage and Classic cars. Over 45 years experience in coach-building, panel manufacture, 
electrical, painting, coach trimming and mechanical work, all to the highest standards. Anything from a Bebe Peugeot to a Bugatti Royale, 
or even a Bucciali TAV12. Thorough research and years of experience. Past winners of numerous top awards. 
Tel: +44(0)1285 861288 « 07841017518 « Email: kbowley @akvr.com / andrewames@akvr.com * www.akvr.com 


SOUTH CERNEY ENGINEERING Ltd. 
Cylinder re-boring, crankshaft re-grinding, cylinder head overhauling, white metaling, line boring and comprehensive machines facilities. Metal stitching, 
cast iron and aluminium castings. Pistons, bearings, gaskets, oil pumps etc supplied. In-Situ stud extraction & helicoiling inc. 
North End, Ashton Keynes, Nr Swindon, Wilts SN& &QR 
Tel: +44(0)1285 860295 + Fax: +44(0)1285 860604 « Email: enquiries @southcerneyengineering.com 


283 


Restoration / Race Preparation 


Hayward & Scott 


Performance Exhaust with 
equal length Manifold 
- Aston Martin Ulster 


osicustomcars.com 


South Africa ——- a 


For further information please telephone 


01268 727256 


Email sales@ haywardandscott.co.uk 
10-11 Nobel Square, Basildon, Essex SS13 1LS 
www.haywardandscott.com 


OEPARATION RALLY PREPARATION 


SERVICESLTD & BUILD EXPERTS 


. 
~*~ . 4 " 
. h At ya | 
pa’ naa ; 
- 1 yay ts 


Ar mi 


T IN TOUCH WITH ONE OF OUR RALLY SPECIALISTS TODAY! 
OUCH | ONE OF O LY SPECIALISTS IC LEADING UK SUPPLIERS OF 


T: +44 (0) 1993 358009 E: mail@rpsrally.com W: wwwrpsrally.com 2 
TRS BAe 
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Restoration 


ease @ 


P— Bees —_ - : ae child © 
CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION 71021 “andy ¢ Battyl! 


Enthusiastx craftsmanship at very Competitive prices 


Full or Part restoretion « Servicing and tuning 
Engine and gearbox rebuilds « Rewire and retrimming 
« Bodywork repairs and resprays « Re-chroming 
Chassis restoration on our jig 
all aspects of vintage & classic car care! 


P reesbros — 


ul : 


Nr Sere OE A 


eenails Sdvcireacbnes: co. as 
tel: 01252 323038 


Award winning 
f 


family business 
VETERAN 
VINTAGE 

PVT 

CLASSIC 


01296 770596 


liM WALKER 


CLASSIC AND MODERN | x; 
ENGINE SERVICES SS 


we love cars... 


..@specially fast classics cars 


& Machining & Workshop Services 

& Engine Renovation & Exchange 

8 Full Race Engines 

& Rally Engines 

& Standard engines for Classic, Modern and Vintage 
&% Engines for all Jaguars 

& Parts available to purchase, please enquire 


Lotus 72 Rebuild 


R&I Sit 


ENGINEERING Ltd. 


www.cmesuk.com 


cmesuk@gmail.com 


01344 488853 


Experts in the bespoke manufacture of 
cars and components for the 
current and historic motorsport industries 


www,randjsimpson.com / 01827 67898 / office@randjsimpson,com 


18-20 Great Hollands Square, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 BUX 
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Covers / Garage Doors & Driveways 


CALA Sa be 


e Established 1989 e 
The car cover people 


01938 561717 
sales@classicadditions.co.uk 


www.classicadditions.co.uk 


Solid Timber | Aluminium | Brass | Glass 


E: info@rundum.co.uk | W: www.rundum.co.uk 


For brochure, samples or a quote: 


0800 612 2083 mail@sureset.co.uk Wwww.sureset.co.uk © 
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Covers / Storage & Transport 


seep sie apelin TRADEWAY £4 


SOUTHLANDS CHERISHED CAR STORAGE ~~ 


Situated 5 minutes from the A3 on the Surrey / Hampshire / 
Sussex borders convenient for Goodwood 
Discreet secure insulated storage facility for any 
car or motorcycle. 
Onsite servicing, repair and body-shop available. 
(©) 
For further information Tel: 01420 472 273 

E-mail: southlandsccs@gmail.com ae Sverre 

Web: www.southlandscherishedcarstorage.co.uk a ait 


International Sea and Air Freight Email ~ tim@tradewayshipping.co.uk 


www, tradewayshipping.co.u 


Richbrook 
Supersoft, 
Superstretchy, 


Superstrong 
perfect fit indoor 


SProiucing innovative, 


car covers for £99 practical Neeeantithcaraccessores. = 


THE ULTIMATE IN 

PROTECTION & ke | 

PRESERVATION | Si hr SPECIALISED 
ms COVERS 

For almost 40 years, we've been the 

market leader in supplying innovative 

solutions in car protection. 


British designed and manufactured, 
we're proud of our heritage and it 
shows in the unrivalled quality of our 
tailored indoor and outdoor car and 
motorcycle covers. 


Exclusive savings code: OCTANE-2018 


T: 01943 864 646 
E: info@specialisedcoavers.com 
W: specialisedcovers.com 


Storage & Transportation 


01773 843338 
nioG@a38carstorage.co.uk 


WW W.AIJ8CARSTORAGE.CO.UK 


01423 411459 
foG@a | wetherbycarstorage co.uk 


www. Al WETHERBYCARSTORAGE. Cco.UK 


Secure, bespoke car 
storage and covered 
transport solutions 
based in the heart 
of the Cotswolds 


+44 (0)1242 384092 www.CARSTORING.com 


Specialist Car Service Company 


LéGastor 
Offers a high security, comprehensive storage service. We are a 
long established and extremely flexible organisation. We aim to 
make life easy for anyone who is living or 
working overseas, or who simply has no space for their car. 
Our rates are amongst the most competitive. 
Convenient for Heathrow, Silverstone or London 


DEHUMIDIFIED STORAGE AVAILABLE 
Details from 


tor 


7égas 


Neales Farm, Cublington, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 OLE 


Tel: 01296 681211 Fax: 01296 681837 E-mail: TigaStor@msn.com 


www.tigastor.co.uk 


SPECIALISTS IN CAR SHIPPING 


AND TRANSPORJAHS 
Worldwide exp 


e Customs clearance ¢ UK & European collection & delivery 


¢ SAFE « SECURE * COMPETITIVE 
t: 01394 695566 f: 01394 67303) 


kevin lewis @rjjfreight. co.uk chinitolrjjfreight.co.uk www rjjfreight co.uk 
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x Superior Car Storage & Car Transportation | 
J AR Specialised Motor Sport Services 
South East England (Tunbridge Wells 


+44 (0)1580 753939 
www.jarcarstorage.co.uk 


Secure enclosed car transport 
Transportation of 1 -4 cars 
Licensed for UK & International 
Recovery non runners/projects 


High specification storage 
De-humidified storage 

Superb workshop facilities 
Maintenance programmes 


Sussex 


Sports . CAR STORAGE SOUTH DOWNS 


www.sussexsportscars.co.uk 
+44 (0) 1273 477 778 


* We offer a full collection and delivery service 
* We can maintain your car whilst it is in storage 
* We can ship your car internationally 
For more information please call +44 (0) 1273 477 778 
Www,sussexsportscars.co.uk 


HISTORIT 
ee 


LE STORAGE 


MOTOR CAR AEROPLANE & MOTOR CYC 


01869 248805 guardians@historit.co.uk 


SiIceEsSTER 


01730 825 826 
01730 825 077 


info@classiccarstorage.co.uk tel: 
www.classiccarstorage.co.uk fax: 


Storage & Transportation 


& Elite Auto Storage /= 


Specieti«sets ir cherished veticte storage and transportation 


e From priceless classics to farnily saloons 
e Maintenance and exercise programs 
) «e UK wide covered transportation 
re e Longa and short terrn storage 

e Wiscreet and secure 
| Phone: +44 (0)7703 295282 Email: info@autostorage.co.uk 
www .autostorage.co.uk 


PO Box 85. Great Sampford. Saffron Waiden, Esse C 


CA RSAFE SECURE STORAGE 


FOR CLASSIC AND PERFORMANCE VEHICLES 


WWW.CARSAFE.CO.UK TEL: CAMBRIDGE 01223 299011 


Car Storage Scotland 


your Car... Our passion 


Secure discreet location 
Collection & delivery 
Fully enclosed transport 
Routine maintenance 
International shipping 
Carcoon sales agents 


Tel: 0131 663 9020 
info@carstoragescotiand.co.uk 
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New purpose built high specification facility positioned on 
the South Coast to take care of all your requirements. 
Storage / Transport / Maintenance & Detailing 


T: 07887 762945 / 07775 671168 Passionate Meticulous Straightforward 
E: sales@bramshawbv.com 


www.bramshawcarstorage.co.uk 
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Day in the life 


INTERVIEW AND PORTRAIT JAMES ELLIOTT 


LUIS SANTOS 


Tycoon Rodger Dudding keeps buying 
cars, over 400 of them. Meet the man 
who keeps the collection under control 


I NEVER SLEEP more than five hours a night and I get up at Sam 
every day. Usually, I will go to the gym (which is hardly necessary, 
seeing as I average 1Skm a day walking to and fro at work), then it’s 
back home for a coffee and on to the office at about 8am. I'll often 
be home 11 hours later for a light evening meal with my wife and 
two teenage sons, but work could just as easily take me through to 
4am or even away overnight. And weekends off are very much a 
theory rather than a rule. 

My job of looking after a car collection which is largely stationary 
might not suggest such extreme hours, but there is rather more to it 
than that. For a start, that car collection is reputedly the largest in 
Europe in private hands. It’s called Studio 434 and is owned by ticket 
dispenser and lock-up garages tycoon Rodger Dudding. Rodger is 
quite the character, which just makes my job all the more interesting. 
He once bought 16 cars in a day and I was saying, ‘Where are we 
going to put them? What condition are they in?’ He's very impulsive, 
and compulsive, so I prefer to be with him when he’s buying. 

I was born in London to Spanish parents, and was in the motor 
trade for 30 years with HR Owen and Stratstone before joining 
Rodger, who was a former client of mine, two years ago. Back then it 
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‘WE SHOULD TRADE SOME CARS, ESPECIALLY 
THE DUPLICATES. 00 WE REALLY NEED 24 
WEDGE LAGONDAS? PROBABLY NOT’ 


looked like an easy job; there were just 280 or so cars. Now there are 
well over 400 and it is growing every day, so it takes a full-time team 
of seven to look after them. We have just opened a new £7m building 
to house another 500 cars. When I started, the collection was 
scattered all over the place. We kept discovering cars in lock-ups that 
Rodger had forgotten he’d even bought. 

None of us have specific job titles, but we all know our roles and 
I guess I am best described as ‘general manager. This involves 
overseeing the purchase, restoration, maintenance and transport of 
the collection, plus all the other arms of the business side of Studio 
434. Increasingly, this is for film and TV work or use in advertising 
photography. Between five and ten cars a week are usually out for 
filming, which can be pretty lucrative if they each recoup £500-600 a 
day for the length of a series such as Peaky Blinders or a movie such 
as Kingsman 2: The Golden Circle, the latter using six of our cars. The 
logistics can be a nightmare, but we are lucky to have an angel called 
Aneta who orchestrates everything. 

Then there are the club visits: we get three or four a month, 
ranging from ten people to 90 at a time. They usually happen at 
weekends and they are great fun. We let visitors sit in the cars and 
take pictures and give them tea, coffee and sandwiches. We do 
everything we can to make sure that a visit is not a sterile experience 
as it is with some museums. I learn so much from these people. 
Before I started working here my car knowledge didn’t go back much 
before the 1960s. Now it goes back to the very start. 

Storage has also become a big part of Studio 434’s business and, 
consequently, of my working day. When I joined we stored four or 
five cars for personal friends of Rodger who just did everything for 
themselves. Now it is well over 170 and rising, and much more of a 
concierge-style service. Recently we undertook our biggest single 
project when we brought in over 70 cars from a client company 
while it builds its own facility. 

Apart from that they are still mainly private owners, and the sort 
of clients who expect a certain level of service. One appointment 
with the owner of a very special Le Mans car we were going to store 
was changed nine times. It ended up at 6pm on a Sunday evening, 
but luckily I live just around the corner. The thing with the storage 
side of the business is that every time Rodger buys a car, that’s one 
less space we can rent out. 

The new building, 434/2, has opened up lots more opportunities 
for us, with conference facilities, catering and more. We hosted the 
Ferrari Owners’ Club on the top floor and managed to get 250 
people and 40 cars up there. The biggest change is yet to come, 
though, with selling off some of the collection looking inevitable... 
and imminent. We really should trade some cars, especially the 
duplicates. Do we really need 24 wedge Lagondas? Probably not. 

It will be more work, but I like being busy. If I wasn't, I would find 
things to fill the time. I’m the same at home; in the evenings I bury 
myself in car magazines or my 600 car books, and I’m re-upholstering 
a set of six dining chairs at the moment. One day I'll get around to 
doing up the house. That’s not to say that I can’t switch off — I can 
relax with the best of them when the time is right. As soon as I am on 
holiday it is watch off, books out and headphones on. 
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